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Tipu Sultan: a secular internationalist, not a bigot

The recent offer made by a film producer 1o
Tamil superstar Rajimkanth to act in a movee on
the Tiger of Mysere', Tipu Sultan, has vet again
opened up s Pandora's Box. The Bharativa Janata
Party (BIF) and some Hinduiva groups have
demanded that Rapmikanth refuse the offer. This
arguinent is made on the grounds that Tipu. the
18th century ruler of Mysore state, was a “tyrant™
who killed thousands of Hindus as they refused
1o convert to Islum.

Thisis notthe firsttime thar Tipu's name has been
dragged into o controversy. [t began some years
hack when Sanjay Khan made a tele-serial based
on Bhagwan 5. Gidwani's hook. The Sword of
Tipu Sultan. His name was once again dragged
into # controversy when the Congress
povernment  intended 1o velebrate his  hirth
anniversary in 2014, There was opposition when
a proposal was made (o establish o aniversity
named after him.

Muzaffur Assadi Tipu's very name has become
contentions  Tor two reasons: first, his
controversial steps in dealing with - differem
communities and people who rose against him.
Sceond, different perspeetives ihrough which
Iistory was constructed and his image buili
Colonial historians have projected Tipu as a
“religious bigot”, who was insttumental in
killimg and converting 1o Islam thousands of
Noyars of Keralu, Catholics of Dakshina
Kannada and Coorgis of Kodagu. Even Kannada
chauvinists have projected him as anii-
Kannadiga as he was instrumental in changing
the local names of places and miroducing Persian
vocabulary inte administration. Marxist
historians, on the other hand, have viewed him as

By: Prof. Dr. MUZAFFAR ASSADI

"ong of the foremost commanders of
independence struggle” and a “harhinger of new
productive forees”,

History is unkind to Tipu Sultan. The fact is that
Tipu cannat be reduced 1o # singular narrative oo
fradition of inlolerance or bigoiry as  he
represented multiple traditions. He combined
tolerant inter-religious wraditions, liberal and
secular traditions, anti-colonialism and
internationalism. He could do this as he had
strong: roots i Sufism, which s not explored
much by historians. He belonged 1o the
Chisti’Bande Nawaz tradition of Sufism.

In fact, Tipu was eadical in more than one sense,
He was the first to ban consumption of alcohal in
the entire State, not on religious grounds, but on
maoral and health grounds. He went to the exten
of saying: A total probubition is very near to my
heart.” He 15 eredited with introducing missile or
rocket technology in war He was the first to
introduce seneultore to the then Mysore state, He
was the first to confiscate the propeny of upper
castes, including Mutis, and distribute it among
the Shudras. He is also credited with sowing the
seeds of capitalist development at a time when
the country was completely feudal. He thought
aboul constructing a dam across the Cauvery in
the presemt-day location of Krishnanga Sagar.
He completed the task of establishing a
biodiversity sarden named Lal Bagh,

His tolerance is reflected in his annual grants o
no Jess than 156 temples, which included land
deeds and jewellery. His army was largely
composed of Shudras, When the famed Snngeni
Mutt, -established by Shankaracharya, was
invaded by the Maratha arony, be issoed o firman

to provade financial asststance for reinstallation
of the holy idol and restonng the tradition of
worship at the Mutt. His donation 1o the famous
Srikanteshwara  temple at Nanjangud: the
donation of 10,000 gold coins 1o complete
temple work al Kanchi; settling the disputes
between two sects of priests al the Melkote
emple; and gifts o Lakshmikanta temple wi
Kalale are all well-known.  Interestingly,
Srirangapoatng, a temple town, remained his
permanent capital 1ill the end of his rule. He was
also instrumental in constructing the first-cver
church in Mysuri. Incidentally, well-known
historian B.A. Saletore calls im “defender of
Hindu Dharma™,

The allegation of forcible conversions has 1o be
seen in the background of political exigencies —
cither they were with the colonialists such as in
the ecase of Christians of Dakshims Kannada, or
were waging 4 protracted guerrilla war as in the
case of Coorg. Here, historians have distorted the
facts by reducing political exigencies 1o the
“eommunal ideology™ of Tipu,

A ruler, who once identified himself with the
American and French Revolution anmd
Javohinism, has remained an enigma 1o many,
That a man who ruled for just 16 vears continucs
1o haunt Hindutva groups obviously means that
Tipu continues to existin the political discourses,
political narratives as well as in the imagination
of nation-building. This is where the rony of
history lies — one eannot just bury Tipu in the
annals of history.

(The writer ix chairman, deparinvent of
political scivece at the University of

Mysore. muzaffar assadifgmail. com )

WOhat is CGhadeer Khum? (i o umi soerce

More than 360 Sunnl uwlemn and Historians
acknowladge that, m the 10h of the Hyra year, Prophet
Mubuommad{saww ), returning from bis last pilgnmage,
gathered logether all s companions at Ghadir-c-Khum
o the 1R of Dhi'l-HijjnSome of those wha had gone
ahead were called back by order of the Holy
Prophetisaw) sl those who had lagged behind were
awaited Most of ulema and the historians give the
figerre of 70,000 people thire, some of other ulemi, for
mstance Tha'lubi in his Tafsir, Sibt fen Jauri in his
Tadhkivat'y-Khasa'is/T-Unimn i Marifaei'l-Alimma
and athers have written thal thére were 120,000 people
gathered there The Holy Prophefsaw ) ordered a pulpit
tor be preparcd. He mounted the pulpit and delivered o
lomg sermon, o greater part of which conmined ihe
virties amd rmerdts of the Cominander of the Faithiful;
Pmam Addas), Helsaw) recited most of the verses; which
Dl been revealed in proise of Alb(as) and reminded the
people of the holy mnk of ihe vicegerency of fhe
Communder of the Faithful, Then the Holy
Prophetisaw) said, "0 vou people! Have T nol the
greater elatm than yow have on your lives™ The
reference is to the holy verse; "Thie Prophet has a grearer
clitimy iy the Guithful than they have an ihemselves”
(33:6). The crowd with one voice shouted "Certainly, O
messenger of Allah!" Then the Haly Prophetfsaw)
declared; "OF whomsoever | nm the maula, (master) this
Alifas)is his mauln.”

Adter this be raised his hand and praved 1o Allal, “0
Alluh, be you s friend to him who s a friend o im (that
L Adi) and be an encmy 10 him who is an encmy o him
(AL, Help him whe helps Him and forsake him wheo
forsakes himm.

Then o tent was pitched by order of the Holy
Prophet(saw) who ordered the Communder of the
Faithful, Alifas) (o sitin the went, The whole uimia wis
comimanded looffer bai'al (alleginnce) o Alifus),

The Holy Frophotaaw ) said that he gave this
matriction i complance with the commencd of Allah
The first one to offer allegance on that day was
Limar. Then Abu Bakr, Uthman, Taliiand Zubair
ool sk, amid wll these people continued offering
allegiance for three daysiie., while the Holy
Prophet{saw ) remained (here)

For mare:

1. Tian Fakbiru'd-Din Raed, in bis Tafsire-Kabir;
Mafatiho'F-Ciluib. 20 Fonemy A mad. Thalabi, in o
Talsir-e-Kashiu'l-Bayan. 3. Jalalu'd-Din Suyuts, in his
Purn’l-Manthur.4. Wahidi Nishapuri in his Asbabu'n-
Nuzul.5. Tabari, in his Tafsira'-Kabir s, Haliz Abu
Nu'wim Ispabani, in bis Ma Nazial Mino'l-Quran 1Al
and Halyan'l-Aoliyva, 7. Bukhar m his Ta'rikh, Vol 1,
p.373.8. Muslim, in his Sahih,Vol 2, p325.9. Abu
Dawand, i his Sonon 11, Hfie Thanl-lgda, in his
Kitabo'I-Wilayva. 12, oo Kathic Shafi'l Damishgi i his
Ta'rikh. 13, Imam Ahmad [bn Hanbal - Yol 4,

PP 28 1&3T 1 14) AlGlineali in his Sl Adamin. 1§
Tbn Abdu’l-Birr i his $stiab. |6, Mubmmmaed Bin
Talb Shafi'y, in his Matolibo's-Su'ul, p. 16017 Iba
Maghazili Fugih Shali'i, i his Manadgib. 18, Nurn'-d-
Din Bin Sabbagh Maliki i his Fusalo'l-Muhimma. 19
Fiusain Bin Mas'ud Baghawi in his Masabiby's:
Sumnm, 200 Khaitib Khawarizmi, m bis Manogib 21,
Majcu'd-Din Bin Athir Muhammad Bin dMulammd
Shiiband, in his am'u'l-Usal 22, Misa's, o his
Khosa'isw'l-Alawi and Sunan 23, Sufayman Balkhy
Hanafi, in his Yanabw'l-Mawaddo, Ch. 1V.24, Thn
Hajar Makki in is Sawa'iq Mubrige and Kiabua'l
Manhw'|-Malakiyya, particularly Sawa'iy, Part |, p23
Ia spile of Tas extreme fanaticism, he says: "This is &
e hueclith; Hs verwity cannal be doubeed. Vernly i1
has been narmated by Tirmidhi, Nisa't aod Ahmad. aod
I studied its sonrees are sound enough,“25. by Majs
Craewini in his Sunan, 26, Hakim Nishapuri, in his
Mustacdrak. 27, Tabrani, in hiz Ausat.28; Thn Athie

Jazard, in his Usudu'l-Ghaiba 29, Yisuf Sibt Thay Jauzi,
in b Tadhkiram'l-Khas'iso'l-Umma,p. 1 7. 30, Abu
Umnr Ahmad Bin Abd Rabbih, in his lgdw'l-Forad 31,
Allarmi Sarmhudi, i his Jawahin'l-lgdain 32 1hn
Taimiyyd, in his Minhoju's-Sunne.33. lbe Hajar
Asqalani, in tus Fathu'l-Bari and Tahdhibu't-
Taklhib. 34, Jarublah Zemaklishari, in his Rabiu'l-
Abrar33, Abu Sa%id Sijistani, in his Kitabu'd-Darayab
Fi Bfithi'l-Wilaya 36, Maskani, in his Du'mo’l-Huds
Ha A Hagge'l-Muwala, 37, Razn Bin Mu'awiya Al-
Abdari, in his Jam Badem's-Sahihi's-Sina 38, logm
Fakhri'd-din Razi says in Kinbu'l-Arba'in that the
whole Community unanimously confinms this

hadith 39, Mugibili; in his haditha'|-Mutawatira.40,
Saseuti, in his Ta'rikho'l-Khalafa.d 1 Mir Seyyed Al
Hamidani, in bis Moawaddate-Curba 42 Abul Fath
Mazari; in lis Khusa'es'u'l-Alavi 43, Khwaja Porsa
Bukhari - Faslu'l-Khitab 44, Jnmaiuddin Shirazi, in his
Kitabu'l- Araha'in 45, Abdul Ra'ufnl-Manayd, i his
Faiaw'l-Cradir 17 Sharh-i-Jame'u's-Saghir. 46,
Mathanmad bin Yasuf Ganji Shufi'i; in bis Kifoya't-
Talib, Part. 147, Yo Bin Shamaf-Nauvl, In his
Tehzibw'l- Asma wa'l-Lughat 48, Thrhim bin
Muhammad Homwaind, tn his Fara'sdu's-Simtoom 49,
Cazi Faziullah bin Rurhaban, in his Ibtake’l-Batil 50,
Shamsuddio Muhammad bin Ahmad Sharhini, in his
Strapl-MumeS 1. Abal Fath Shalistann Shafi', n his
Milal wa'n-Nihal 52 Khatib Baghdadi, in his

Tarikh, 53, Hafix Ibay Asakr abul Qasim Damishai, in
iz Tankh-i-Kabie.54, Ibn Abi'l-Hadid Mutazaly, In his
Sharhe Mohju'l-Balagha 35, Ale'uddin Samnan, in his
Urwai'|=Wuthgah 56, Tha Khaldun, o his
Musgaddimi, 57, Muttag Hindi, in his Kanaa'l-
Ummal. 58, Shammsuddin Abul Khair Damishal, in his
Asnu Mataiib. 59, Sved Sharif Hanafi Jurjam, in his
Sharh-i-Mawag it 60, Nizamuddin Nishapurn in his
Tafsir-i-Gihara'iba'l-Qur'an, elc.




AL-QuUIaN

O ye who believe!lf a
wicked person comes to you
with any news, ascertain
the brukh, lest ye harm
people unwittingly, and
afterwards become full of
repentance for what ye
have done:(Surah-Al-Hujrat)

J& CM demands credible and impartial inquiry of Mina Stampede

Mufti Sayed Pays tributes to martyred pilgrims, AP) Abdul Kalam and ex-Legislators

Srinagar:Chiel Minster  Mufti
Mohummmd  Sayeed urged the
{1+
imstitate & credible and ipartial
Uiy Lo gscertain the couses that
fed mw faga] Mina stampede and the

Saudi Arabian  governmeni

crine  crash  outside

formor  President,

commencement  of the

Gramd
Muasjid. He also paid homage o
A P 1 Ahdul
Kalam, former Pacliamenturian and
Legislatars and ex-Chief Justice of
J&K High Cournt, who died during
the recess between the last session
of the Legislature and the
Auturmm
session. The Chiel’ Mimster was
speaking during the Obituary
References in both Houses of Ihe
Legislature today. Given the
magnitude of desth twll in Ming
stampede and crane crash moident,
Mufii Sayeed said & credible and
transparent inguiry s required to be
held 1o put all blame-games and

the

become
cirechive

head of the

speculutions @l rest.” Despite state-of-
the-art and modern facilities available
in Sandi Ambia, it is unfathomahle that
sueh lapses could have oceurred. Ithas
I'I.e'Ci.‘S.‘iilI'T\'
measires 0 thal
incidents do nol oceut m future,” he
stressed. Placing  high  priority on
making  fool-prool arrangements (o
avord such lapses in future, Chiel
Minister said the anxiety persises
amongst several relatives whose loved
omes are still missing even after 10
days of Ming stumpede, He said he too
wis restive as his daughter, Mehbooba
Mufli, was also in Saudi Armabia os
Indian
delegation.”l hope in future all

necessary amangements are put in place 1o
ensure safety and secunity of the Haijjis
there,” he stated

Describmg death as  predestuncd and
mevitable, Mufti Sayeed expressed
solidarity with the bereaved familics of
those who died in the two tragic incidants. *1
pray 10 Almighty Allah to gramt o place in
Janmah' 1o all those who passed away during
the Hajj pilgrimage this vear,” lie
said Deseribing A P J Abdul Kalam as
“Missile Man of India™ and the “People's
President”, (he Chief Minister praised his
maodesty and meticulousness when he was
cceupying high office. A two-mimite silence
wits nfs0 observed as a mark of respect to the
depurted souls m both the Houses of the
Legishaiure.

take all
such

Goodwill

Rashmir not a bilateral issue between

Indian and Pakistan:Syed Ali Geelani

Seimwugur;
While commenting over the
stutement ol 1he Indian External
Affuirs Ministry  Spokesmu
Vikas Swarup  that “Barick
Ohama has agreed with
Marendro Modi that Kashour s
A bilateral issue between lmlia
and Pakistan™, Chairman
Hurriyat (G) Sved Al Geelan
said that Kashmir is nol any
bilateral 1ssue between Imdia
and Pakistan but it s an issue of
the fuwere of 13 million
Kashmirl people who ure
principal party to s dispute
ardd whom Indin his enslaved

with the help of s military
THOAWET,

Thie world bodies meluding the
LN has accepled the nght 1o
sell determination of the
Kashmiri people and hod many
times advocated Tor
setrendum 0 this dispited
region so that the people will
themselves decide their
future He said that thoupgh the
Amerrcan  President had  not
issmed ony such statement but
whatever lndion  spokesman
saidl i the media abow the
Kashmir, that is very far from
he truth and justice and 1t ks

1 eat beef and don"t consider
cow as mother:Justice M. Katju

Vorpasi: Former Chairmman of Press
Council of India and Retired Justice,
Markandey Katju said that he cats beef
el he don't comsider cow as mother s il
15 ank ammal like horse und dog. He also
sand Ut pohficrns sre thieves und
should be hanged
Katju gave this stalement before media
after landing at Lal
Bahadur Shastri lnternational Airport in
Vornuns| an Sulurdsy moming. When
ssked about Dadn mcident, he said that
the culpril whe Killed the fonacend
should be given horsh punishment, He

looters. they

mmedintely

polincian reasons

plsg said (Mot e end beel amd will
camitiinie b0 énl. He sdded that he ens
beel bul he iz aot forcing other 1o gat,
He clabmed that entire world eat beefand
thiey are nod fool or bad people. He also
cluioved that people in Nogabusd and
Mizoram also consume the beef and
they cannot be forced not o cal. He said
that covve fx-un amimnd fike dog amd linse
and he don't comsider # as mother,
Fltju further said that Dadri incident s
part of vore bank politics snd politicians
are fooling common people for

also contiary W othe historical
facts of the Kashmir issue.ln &
siglomenl 1o Wlhl.y.'l! Timies,
Sved All Geelani appealed 1o
the world powers that they
shoukd mddress the  Kashmie
ihspute in s real perspective
aid  doa't see this  dispule
through the bilatenil prism of
Indo-Pak. This i% & seripus
human Issue due o which not
only the millions of bomans of
Kashrmir are soffering but it j=
the basie cause of prevailing
tension, disorder, instability
and political uncertainty in the
entime South Asiom region

ICAR Scientists interact with Governor

Srinagar: A seven-member team of lndim Council of
Agrieiltaral Education (ICAR), New Delhi, led by Dr. LS.
Rathore, former Vi©, CSKHPEY, Palampar, which is curremly
o ihie Vaalley w0 hive an on:spol assessmment for pecreditstion of
Sher=g-Kashnnr University of Agricultors]l Scicnces &
Technitogy (SKUAST], Kashmir, met the Covemor NN
Wohm, Choncellor of the SKUAST, here ot the Raj Bhnvon
vesterday,De. Rathore and Members of the ICAR team held
eatendive discussion with the Governor on vatied issues which
relite o the steps required (o be taken by the State Agriculiure
Department to boost proghuction and productiviey in the field of
ugricnliyre, horticulivre, onimal husbandry, (isheries, and o1l
relited activitbes, The Govemior amd the Scienfistn aleo
iscuzsed the role bemg played by SKUAST-K and wha maore
teeds tobe done. The Members of the team mctuded D BT,
Patil, former Director, CIMHET, Ludhiona; 136 PS5, Roy,
former Dhircctor, RS, Dibrodun, Prof,. BoA, Shamsunder,
Prof. & Head, College ol Fisheries, Mangolore; e 5.5,
Randhawa, Director of Reseanch, GADVASU, Lidbians;, Dy
MWLM Anwar, former Dareetor, MR Seed Spiees, Ajmet, and
Assistanl Darector General {EQR), ICAR.Dr. Tej Prtép. VC.
SKRUAST-K alsoparticipated in the digcussion, (KNS)
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