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WHY SILENCE US?
On Hurriyat's meeting with Sartej Aziz, Modi government needs to return to the Yajpayee approach

= A

Av arownd § amoon Thursday, a police conungeny
urrived ot my residence and parked a vehicle ot the
front door This wisn't new: | have fost count of ow
many thnes | have been made o prisoner in ay own
biome. The purpose of thils police sction was bo preveal
e Trom fravelling 1o New Delha for o meeting with
Pakisian Nations] Securliy Advisar Sariaj Az, who
bt coming 1o hold wlks with his eounterport. They
dudn’t hide therr imtention. At sroond 1130 am, the
policemen left without giving u teason. | do nol koow
whit - franspired. chring those hours before they
decided torelense vs. Though being o prisoner in onc's
hoine is always a disturbing esperience, the motive
behind this Instance i bumiliaing amd Hlogical. We
ure being prevented from polng to Delli o that we do
not talk po the Pakigian NSA. Thiv mecting ks berng
unfiirly dubbed asa spoiler. The suspicions regarding
our intention and sgendd ire completely unfminded
und wonecessary. Our only mepose i o help
strengiben the dialogue process between India and
Pakision, fob sabistage it There s fo disagreement
et Knshemir is nn isswee that has o be resobved, sooner
or lider Indeed, il you look at te mange of ssues
berween Indin and Pakistan, they are all offshoots of
the Kashmir issue. So il there is mo dialogue on
Kashirir, what bs left? Theroare two pesaibdlities here
The govermivent of India can make o bold and
visionary break from the post B0 pursos 8 Serious
palitical ond diplomatic effort to resalve the Kashmir
s, O the Teadership can choose 16 follow the same
old defalt policy sppronch that his allowed the
Kashair issue o fester for more tan six decades. We
support the way of dinlogue and reconcilintion and it
b thad agends we wanl 1o pursue whes we ik o Aziz.
It is illogical and incermect 1o see our effoms as an act
of sabotige ofthe Indo-Pak pence procesa. The people

By: Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

of Jarmnma and Kastmuar have suffercd the most from
Indo-Pak hostifity. Dozens of civilions wene killed o
recent crosshorder firmgs. I relnitons between these
two coumiries -do not thaw, there i every likelihood
thal the curment standofl on e Jamrm bondey will
spread w other regions. Everyone knows how tenuous
the calm along the ceasefire fine in Kasionir fs. A
single spark could bism down the entire region and lay
te waste all the diplomatic und political effon of the
Ll decnde sind o hall Besides, hosnility bebween the
Iwo countries always his o nogative tmpact on the
Jround bn Kashasie. So, (F Indl and Pakisian come
closer, the people of JEK will be the biggest
beneficinnics of that warmth, If these two countrics
don't eoiie closer, how will the Kashmir dispute be
permancnily resolved? The miling BIP's own former
prime memister, Atal Bihar Vajpayee, had adopted a
dinlopue-driven approsch. We had fommm) ik with
anther BIP smlwan, LK. Advani, when he was
ieputy FM, and the foundation for that mecting was
also the understunding that there i no way other than
dinjogue. This was just o decade sgo. It was Vajpayee
who weni 1o Lahore und declared frons the base of
Minar-e-Pakistan b 10 sy decuan masd wish to
resirlve the Kashimlr issue.” It was Vigpayee who sakd
tkal nlks should be beld under the amshit of
“msaniyal”, without conditions, o resolve the issuc,
undl reached out to us a8 well as Pakistan. 1t was the
previous WA povemment that faciliteted  ower
Pakisian visit so we cosld meet with then President
Perver Musharral o belp push the process forwand.
Boah Wajpavee andd Advani believed than the Dethi-
Istamihaid apd Delhi-Srinngar tracks were essentia] to
a resolution, 1t js 8 pay thet the cwrend BJP
govermment thinks in o compleicly different manner,
When ihe farelpn seerctary-level tlks were cancelled
becuuse the Pakistan high commussioner had invited
us fior an interaction ahead of that engngement, thene
s 1alk that the Inchian government wanied 1o draw &
new “red ling™ for the Huwmiyal lesdership, How can
sileting us help the cause of peace between Indin and
Pakiswan 1t s, in fuct, the other way roand. When the
new govermment took over in Dilhi last year, we had
expecied it 1o pick 1sp ihe Uuresd from whers Vajpayee
and Advand hod left offend build on that. That has not

beems fhe case. 1§ 15 clear that the cyrrem govemment's
policy s based on un unreabistic hope that the ssue
will cense fo exist if they silence ws. PM Marendm
Maodi has vigited J&K sevemal times and spoke about
everything other shan the Keghmir issue. Wheno the
two Phvls met in Ui recently, they agreed that "Tndis
iand Pakistan have o collective resporsibility o ensure
peace and promote development. To do s, they imo
prepared 1o discuss sl oststanding  issues.”
Obviowsly, Kashnoue is ot the heart of this, The
Hurriyat had weleomed the notion of backroom talky
away Froim the media glare, and hoped that i process
wonkd evertually be built from these imtemctions. Bul
nothing secms 1o have happened after that. Delhd's
Inesistence that the talks focus euclusively on terrorism
doesn's help, Delhi opemtes on anothee  flawed
premise. Whea there i3 relative pesce, s first reaction
1 thut the Hurriyal has becorme imelevant, But when
the situntion inside Kashmir st calm, i offers talles
and wends high-level delegations, even u join
paslimmentary group. Why docs anly & spurt m
violence draw Delhd's attention to the Kashemir
dbspuide? Why dogsn't it updenstand thal i noeds 10
il @ process when there is relatve peace? [wang to
cmphasise that there is @ consensus on didlogue al
every level in Keshinir Byven the official position of
both pro-Indin poliical  partics, the Pooples
Democratic Party and National Conference, is thai
ithey want Diéthi to hold o dinlogue with Pakistsn and
us specifically on the Kashmir issue. They hove
consistently endarsed thi Huerriyn stend on dialogae.
This indicates that every shade of political opinion in
Kashmir ks in fsvour of this process. This is because
there is nio military solution 1o the Kashmir problem
nnd dinlogue 18 the only possible and desirable option.
it is napse fowr an memedinte rethink in Delll. Instend of
viewing owr meching with Az with suspicion, the
currend dispensation should retum 10 the Vajpayea
approach and allow us b contribute t e Indo-Pak
peace process, We have n wvested imterest in pesce
becauise we are the primary victims of [ndo-Pak
hostility, And there is no way to achieve lasting peaco
on thiz subcontinent withoat & resolution to Kashmir
The writer is the chairman of the Hurriyat
Conference (M)
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SAYING

Holy Prophet ( Pbuh):
He who hurts a Muslim,
surely he has hurts me.

Imam Reza (as):
B[’ trﬂ.fh:-ful (Iﬂd ﬂl?ﬂiﬂ'
f("!ling Iiﬂ.‘i

Srinagar:Expressing
disappointment over abrupt
cancellation of bilateral
meeting between National
Security Advisors (NSA) of

India and Pakistan, Chief
Minister, Mufti Mohammad
Saveed, Sunday hoped that
break in talks would be
temporary and the thaw
achieved at Ufa, where Prime
Ministers of the two countries
met and exhibited great
camaraderie. will not be
allowed to go waste. He pinned
hope that the two neighbours
will reengage soon in a
meaningful dialogue and steps
taken by New Delhi to remove
impediments in normalization
of relations will be reciprocated

Hope Ufa thaw between India, Pakistan doesn't go waste: Mufti

Expresses disappointment over cancellation of NSA-level talks, pins hope on early resumption

by Islamabad. The Chief Minister
said this, after talks between
NSAs of India and Pakistan were
called off late last night.Mufii
Sayeed said for a sensitive border
state like J&K, peace and stability
on both the internal and the
external fronts, are of critical
significance to normalcy, stability
and development, He said from
this perspective, last-minute
cancellation of the NSA-level
bilateral meeting between our
country and Pakistan is a great
disappointment,“Escalation of
firing along the Line of Control

(LoC), coupled with incidents of
terrorism, are matters of serious
concern to us here, as much as they are
in the rest of the country,” he
stated.Asserting that Indo-Pak
relationship over the years has become
multi-dimensional and multi-lateral
with each sphere dealing with
specified issues like trade, travel,
CBMs, diplomatic and political
matters, the Chief Minister said it is
neither warranted nor desirable to
insist upon all-inclusive participation,
direetly or indirectly, in cach and every
bilateral meeting, like that between the
wo —  Sce on P7

move to disturb

Weak loremn pollw lo haunt nation: (onuress

Congress strong enough to defeat challenges:G.A.Mir

the

Vigilance mtmas mslner{um{krll
red-handed accepting bribe

Srinagar: Vigilance Organisation Kashmir

Srinagar:Congress Party
has always worked for
equitable development of
the State and people of all
the three regions. Any

sccular fabric of the State
would be dealt sternly.
PDP and BIP are playing
with sentiments of the
people for their vested
interests; Congress being
a constructive opposition
would fight for people's
rights to the best of its
ability. JK PCC Chief'said
this while addressing a
public meeting at
Anantnag Sunday.In a

statement to KNS, PCC |
Chief while addressing |
the meeting said that |

Congress Party is strong
enough to face any
challenge and would
always work for
safeguarding the interests
of the people, the politics
of exploitation by
Coalition Pariners are
aiming to gain political
mileage, he cautioned the
people and other secular

—— Se¢ on P7

(VOK) today caught red handed cashier-cum-
clerk in the office of Assistant Medical District
Office ISM&H Shalteng Crossing Sringar while
demanding and accepting a bribe amount of Rs.
6,000 from the complainant.Spokesman of VOK
said in a statement that one Ab. Rashid Malik
R/o Sholipora Budgam, a Pharmacist posted as
Cashier cum Clerk in the office of Assistant
Medical District Office [SM&H Shalteng
Crossing Sringar while demanding and
accepting a bribe amount of Rs. 6,000 from the
complainant.
The complainant namely Ali
— See on P7

Intra-Kashmir ioumu!isls'm“contertnte
Rashmir journalists discuss possibilities
of building linkages across LoC

Islamabad: In 4 joint statement
issued today, a group of 29
journalists, comprising Editors
and the working journalists
from the both parts of divided
Jammu and Kashmir met in
Islamabad (Pakistan) on August
20 and 21, 2015. They

discussed a range of mutual |
issues related to their profession

and their role in the conflict.
The Journalists also talked
about the possibilities of
building linkages across the
Line of Control (LoC) to help
build a peaceful

—— Sce on P7

ndin Musllm ntllshuw nulkrsmmone] for Hajj dream

New Delhi:Living
for years on the
dream to travel to
hajj, an elderly
rickshaw puller has
worked hard with
firm determination to
save money to
perform his life
——— See on P7
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