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Unscrupulous
TRADERS

pose threat to

Handicraft
business

SPECIAL STORY
BY ALTAF ALI

Srinagar: To its discredit, handicrafl business
15 weanng off 05 sheen and cffect due to
alteralion b ks 1o the detenoration of
Kashmiri precious cultural heritage.
Machine-made goods encroaching upon
hand-made amifacis are scen biggest
challenge 1o handicrafn induastry,
Entreprencurs decry the loss of bosiness
venlung due by manufactunng process m crall
productsen. They bave sought 1o cnsure the
enaintenance of transparcncy amd oniginality
of prodsciion

Mohd Sadig Wani, a handicrafl dealer,

capressed  dismay over i@, "There is a
downward trend in sales marketing of
handicrafl products owing o oulsdens
intrusion into handicrall industry here, These
foneign elements uwse machinery in producing
grofted works of an, They manufogiure
products resorting to machine iechmiques,
prepane arificial material and dishonesly
cheat customers™,
Wanm runs Sadig eilerpmses showroom, he
has mainly two handicraft products on sale:
Shawl embeoidery and Chain Siiich and
ensured them of hasdmads:

*We have handmsde prodiscts of hest
crafl experise with guality work on them. [fa
dealer deals with the handserall husiness, he
should s¢ll product on his own sirength of
quality 50 10 ¢am customers tmist”, he said,
On the prize mark of machine-done works
outsiders s¢ll here, be sawd, “0 s ot 1hat
cuslamers buy their products in that of low
coml but these clememts manufaciune works
of varied colours and designs; tad products &

Pashmana, semi-pashming in faet ane of bow
aquealing™,

Situated in the capital of the valley, the
governmend central market i the main hub of
ihe emlerprise which comprises of humdred
mare shops dialing in handseralt, dry froits,
and jewelry.

Sheikh Shabie, owner Para shawl

house in the market expressed his concern,
“Alicration in handicrafi works has demied
ihe image of the cultuml properiy,  This is the
only source of income for we dealers here.
Thee sagmificancs handscrall used 1o have and a
custpmer's trust on hand-made products has
gone 1o bvw ebb since the inypomation of Take
handicrafts’ from Amsitzar, India”,
The products they deal with include Sanies,
Shawls, Suits, Ferans, Bed covers made from
1hs Babee of woolen, cotlom and salk. Products
Itke kani jam costs upto B0, Pashmin
has variable rates and also goes up on sk in
thousands. Tusha and wool are the other
prosducts sidd

“Central market i5 a designated sight
for the purchase of the onginal and pare kind
of Fabese. Every prodisct has a prce mark and
sami rale throughowt the marker"” He faniber
said,

He requested the govemnment and
concemed  numborities o condsol regular
checks of dealers in onder b0 crsune the
Iransparendy of basiness.

While talking 1o Abdul Rashid Shah,
an official in Kashmir Governmemt Anis
Emporium, he said that it is not in ouwr
jurisdiction 1o examinge the mscnapulous
traders defaming Kashmir's reputed crafis
and artifacls, “Our depariment deals with
markehng. Mevertheless, we shaw the
customers ihrough demonsiration in marking

difference between handmade amd machine-
made works and artifacts”, he said
Bringing the malter 1o notice of Riyaz
Ahmed, Publicationand Exhibition officer in
Directoraie of handicrafls, he sad, = retailing
of machine-maxde works and anifscts 1% no
any od¥enee but we defame our an and resuls
in cheating ouar customers, [dentifecation of
artifacts in this regard is necessary. To ensure
the productive quality of our culiwml berilage,
our depariment has proposed some initiatives
amd endeavors for the preservation of
hamdicralis: establishment of ‘qualiy comrol
wing' for quality assuranee of the producis,
development of Isbels for fined tagging
Handmade and machinemade crafis,
imbroducison of imining progrmmmes cle, * we
are conbemplating on fo make a film at
natianal bevel 16 aware people all over abow
handicrall business™, e further said.

“Central market is a designated
sight for the purchase of the
ariginal and pure kind of fabric.
Every product has a price mark
and same rate throughout the
marker",
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Erinagar:Chairman of the Kashmir Economic
AMlisnte Map Mohsmmad Yasun Khan has
caprédded ddvious Concerm over the
gpitemalic disappearance of the Mulin
officials Irom e COMIGONS Of povesr i the
Chal Secrtaral

In 3 stafemant Khan skl a5 a part of some
ank-Muslien CorapEcy, 35 i provalent sonces
India, the Mushms are Deing subjecied to
dicrimination and abuse of worls”l &

PN ;ju ¥
i Juumf:)é

A b g romt ot Ul ad b i
e e lpar il A g
L o iy g i

Reprting e Qi bow ey hon e ok,

B dovler pevceting o the e f a5 Wheel!

Mgl poboiman was abised for his spoiting
beard in Maharashira and dragged with bruised
fan by R5S goons, in Jammy and Kashmar
wmlar strategy & played in the Cnal Secretanat
vahizne the Muslim officials are besng eph awiy
from thé chairg which hold meaning in the
Gyatem,” Khanshid,

i said Bor the sk Bround & veas, e Muslien
officials ane being sidelined from the seal of
gersrmanon, "Feom the top chadr of Bueaucray
B hi HOOS i 5 the non-Mushin olificials who arg
calling the shols in ths Hushm maponty state,”
Fchan said e sk the affects of such communal
debtrimination in e government hs itarixd
mdkifg npsdt on e fved of the Mushim
majerity ommanly of the siabe, "What
Fappemid in Sangne, Jaremu necintly that the
gveclings of thir poor Musli went oistructhind
Fespperasd ony because this comimun®y had no
VINCE i the bureducraly which could hane
pleaded their cate on humanitansn grounds

Ehsaas' organises interaction programme with KP women

'Hail Muslims for communal harmony'

Mustim officials facing systematic disappearance in bureaucracy-HEA

"We are not against any community but why discriminate with Muslims?

rakhier than haning algwd the phased emodion of
Salfrom agendly in tha state,” the KEA Chaimean sad
adding “whal happened in Sangre is the bp of the
Keberg.”

Refierring to the Sachar Committee Report of K005
Kby kel thee skt of status of Mushes in Endia has
plrondy been shown béltw the oonditiond of
Schidubed Castes and Schaduled Tribes and Ehat now
the s descnimination was biing Exiended (o
Muslim majority Jammu and Kashir,

*Thee overall percentage of Muslims in burcaucracy in
India & et £.5% wheneds Mushm constitute abowe
14% of the population of India, and in dispubsd
territory of JGK this dniter distrimination B beng
furthered,” Bhan oid Khan Shid bpeet from e
previous POP-BIP aliance, the Governor NN Yohva
soir 1 be nunning the same agenda of hidden
Torces Khan appeakod Priend Miresior Nasendra Modi
to beeak his silence cver conbinced suppression of
Murshimes. “Governor MK Viohra mist also look into the
mather” hesaid, (KNS

BOOKING STARTED
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Budgam: Kazhmin Pandil
fwmdeees Ol |chgam village 0
comirpl Kaghmirs Budgam
mEinG loday unanimously said
it ihinr chisCesaon of nod megrating
fram (ha Valley should b
obsaryved as “resiliencs
day."lchigam houses eight
Eashminn Pandit familisg,
comprsing aboul 40 mombers
A ey il miagralip Traen
waliey whan millancy erupled n
Eashimar i 1980

“This B ond of fafe packs B
wholl Rashme wallay. We ang
somay of thiy Pandd iamiligs hons
] v ol i resc, A ey
wiressod any harsh Broabmend

i cof ity community,” Said
Sanjara Ehatl, s housewile. Foral
el TR, DU MLl CoreeTRinty
kapd us alee by GO 80 us, By
shanng things with us, by
pibdapaling nl}-l,:rl'.ﬂr"llﬂ:lrll'\-l_lrh
and by geng us Shoukdors in our
sad diys.” Bhail apid Bhail along
i Birver | Of Felsr GBhisT Community
msmbers, mosily Pandd womaon
weinhip hanng (ho Gxpdnancis ala
unique programme, “Buddin

Bridgns - An InbiRchon walh K

Women' oiganitsd by Ehiias-

WNGED.The programme was S

eeganiad 6l B i house of
Master Syod Jafar, whern pandis
came over to share thel

axparoncis & aho shansd domas
lghies movemants, anccdolos Dunng
Ihip indrachon, Bhail also shaiod that
the village has & hissary of communal
hanmay.,

Khaki Ji, donning an ambngedony
Kashmin phacan sad that thew decision
O roen M e S il i b anind &S
A'nsalanch day’. Shi il (hal Muilng
would come 1o them for ol sorl of
hiplp, Thiry cama o good numbars,
Coicis] thd donalions ocally and the
lomphy was rebudt by the Moslms
during B poak of miklangy,” 4P fad
he aong withar ofhir commundy
mombars give credit for this
almcaphand of harmony 0 thi el
Mushm (rusi:dmam Zaman  Trusl

Shiras, Moo {(hom, Frbrmn, b
Mvkvan snd  all odbew ol ar wrll ax
Fideqpi e i £

For Mave infe & repandong Rabes

Sved Mhammad Headi
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