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We gee that the organizers
of the United Nations
Organization and the

principal drafters of the

Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and those

who even today
shamelegsly claim to be
the supporters of this
declaration are the real
authors of those
migfortunes.

he issue of human rights is one of the most

fundamental human 1ssees and alsoe one of the

most sensttive and controversial. During the
recent decades, this problem was more political than
either ethical or ||,'gi|l
Although the influence of political motives, rivalries,
and considerations have made difficult the correct
formulation of this problem, but this should not prevent
thinkers and genune humanists from probing into ths
problemand ultimately obtaining a solution,
I thie West, though the issue of human rights was raised
by the thinkers of the post-Renaissance period, it is only
since the lust two hundred vears or so that it became an
issue o prominence among the political and social issucs
of the Western society and an issue of fundamental

nany sochil k'hitli]_li.'\ and [1sa!ilic;!| |1'|1hcu\;|ln. we will
find the marks of its presence and it5 principal ideals,
During the last decades this emphasis reached its ¢limax
in the West: With the formation of the UNCO afier the
Second World War and the subsequent drafting of the
Universal Declaration of Humin Rights, @ concrete
model came into existence as d result of this emphasis
that can serve as u eriterion and basis of our judgement
and analysis of the ideals voiced intl ard during the
last two hundred years and especially in the las) few
decades

We Mushims, of course, know it very well that if the
Western world and the Western civilization have paid
attention to this matter in the recent centurics, lslam has
dealt withit from all the various aspects many centuties
back, The wdea of human nghts as o fundamenral
principle can be seen to-underlie throughow lslamie
teachings. And this does not need any elaboration for
Muslim audience,

That the verses of the Quran and the traditions handed
down from the Prophet (SA) and the Tmams of his
Household (AS), cach one of them emphasizes the
fundamental rights of man something which has cought
the attention of men i recent years- is known to
Muslims, and there is no need for the scholars o be

significance. Perhaps, when we examine the causes of

reminded aboit this fact,

However, T would say, that today it is big tesponsibility
on the shoulders of the Islamic society o make this
reality known to the world, and not to allow those
essential teachings of [slam 1o be lost i the stomi of
palitical clumor and  ballyhoo, There were some
questions which can be raised in this regard, and 1o
answer them is my principal aim today.

Of course; m the course of the conference vou scholars
would carry on useful and profound discussions on
various aspects of human rights, which will itselfserve as
iosouree of information for the Muslim world and
enlighten them about the viewpoints of Islam in this
regard. The first question is Whether the efforts made
during the decades simce the Second World War, m the
name of human rights have been successful in their
putpose or nol, The addresses, the assemblies and the
sessions held in the United Nations, and the claims made
regarding human rights have they succeeded in bringing
men closer to their genuing nghts, or 1o at least the major
section of the deprived humanity?

The answer to this question 15 not so difficult; for an
observation of the present world conditions is enough to
prove that these attempts have not been suceessful ull
now. A glance at the conditions of the underdeveloped
societies of the world, who form the major part of the
humman population, 1s sufficient to reveal the fact that not
only the major part of humanity could not achieve their
true rights during the last fifty vears, but the methods of
encroaching upon the nghts of the deprived nations have
become more sophisticaled and complex and more
difficultofremedy.

We cannot aceept the claims made by these who claim o
be champions of human rights, while the bitter realities
of the African and Asian nations and the hungry millions
of the human race are before our eves, and watch the
constant spectacle of vielation of the rights of several
nations. Those who have been outspoken in advocating
human rights during these last forty years, have
themselves grabbed the most fundamental of human
nghts from the people of the Third-World countries.

It is with their connivance that certain povernments and
regimes that deny men their most primary rights have
managed to survive. The dictators of today's world and
also the dut;] ts of the last Iiil}' years in Asi, Africa and
Latin America- none of them eould have established and
preserved their dictatorships on their own - without
reliance upon the big powers. These big powers are
exictly those who have comned most of the slogans
concermmg human rights; it is they who have brought
into being the VNG, and even today the UN is at their
SeTvICe,

The economic poverty, hunger and loss of life in several
countries of the world are ol course (he result of
intervention, repressien, usurpation on the partof the big
powers. Who has caused Africa, the land of plenteous
resoirees 10 see this day? Who has kept the people of
Banglodesh and India for years and years under
exploitation, and, despite their natural resources and
great potentiatities, has brought them to the point that
today we hear people die of hunger in those countries?
Who has plundered the wealth and resources of the
Third-World countries, and has brought about hunger,
poverty and misfortune for these nations, procurig
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sophisticated technologies and immense wealth for
themselves?
We see that the orgamizers of the United Nanons
Organization and the principal drafters of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and those who even today
shamelessly claim o be the supporters of this declaration
are the real suthors of those mistortunes, Otherwisé there
is o reason as to why Africa, the land of exuberance and
bounties, Latin Amenca with its natural wealth, and the
great [ndi, and many other Third- world countnes
should have lagged behind and remained backward in
spite o sufficient man-power and mitural resources,
Today, the system of political domination of capital and
power prevails in the world, and there is no doubt in ‘it
that this svstem of dommance of c;|p|[.|| and power Is
controlled and steered by the same people who the
fathers of the Declaration of Human Rights. Under their
wheel of capital, power and machine we see the nations
of the waorld being crushed and struggling helplessly. The
UN is the most outstanding product of the efforts made
for human rights, yet what has it done in the past for the
nations of the world, and what is it deing today?
What active role could the UN play in olving the basic
problems of mitions and i relieving them of the
calmities that befell them? In what instance did the UN
emerge as # deliverer of the oppressed from the
oppressor” AL what point could the UN persunde the big
tyranmical powers 1o refrain from making  unjust
demands? The UN has even lagged behind most of the
nations inthis regand,
Today, despite all those claims. we are witnesses to the
Apartherd regime in South Africa and 1o many instances
of racism and raeial discnimination in the advanced
countries themselves. Therefore, it is clear that the UN
despite its being the most outstanding example of the
endeavor for human rights, has not done anything in this
regard. [t has intervened in mtermational problems i the
role of u preacher or priest. The Security Council is one of
the principal organs of the UN, and functions as the main
deciston-making body, in it the big powers have the right
ol veto
That is, every decision that is taken in the UN and in the
Secunity Council against the real agents wha handicap
the nations, the same agents themselves, the big powers,
are able to veto i, The United Nations and its Organs,
agencies and organizations, whether they are eultural,
ccanomic or technical, all of them are under the influence
and domination ofthe big powers. The US pressures over
1s cultural ageney like the UNESCO and others are
known 1o everyone. Since a Muslim was the chiel of the
UNESCO who desired to maintain his own
independence as well as that of the sgeney, vou withessed
how the US subjected the UNESCO 1o pressures during
these Tast two vears.Consequently, we feel that the UN as
the most significant outcome of the endeavor for human
rights has proved to be an meffectual and impotent
element, which has been created as a consolation for
nation that his no practical benefit. On account of the
interference on the part of big powers, in cases it
functions as therr feudatory, We do not of course reject
the UN; we believe that this organization ought 1o exist,
and it must be reformed, We ourselves are its member,
Defivered on the eccasion of the Sth Ilamic Thoughe
Conference 29-31st dawuary, 1997
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