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Imam Khomeini's Kashmir connection

Much has been written and said about the founder of Islamic revolution of Iran, Ayatollah
Ruhullah Khomeini, but very few people know that the iconic figure who changed the course of

Syed Ali Safvi

.I\I'tcr l'n in[. in ctilc in Iraq'\ haly c'mr

tyrant rlLlLl'J
.lLLnrdmL, 10!

gloL
f\yaloll.lh .-’\,L,a S\-udl\ubm |

g

a kltr.r lu J\)’tlltﬂlilh homein
oy

_came :1».&5
I1|~alc|-r|an=. busy l.ncmg;h
Kal,hmlr °l \\.uuld h.wc

Wlu.n :hl. ln.m.r er]u.d Eﬂm Apga
J\Rud .a\yamlhll l(lmmunl. for more
{h:'lI[FhL dor.:s not knm‘, much exc;pl the
Fact that his g grandfather had migrated
wfrom Kashmir to/Iran about 130 years
ago.
Agal Syed Mu]mnrlhld Fazlullah,
Agi's eldest S0, “;p, enrnll_ed at a
religious seminary. in Naj

time. He Wﬂ\l.i'lll'l.lﬂtd w hlhu task of’

handing overAga's leiter o’ Ayﬂmllnh
Khomeini.
“"While in Najaf,
Imam Khomein
know, about | his Kas
through his letters| to
Imam  about” it}

o
remllt.cr-.
add: ||l S, -*A.J Mcanwhllc Ayatollah Yusuf conts
I’olmﬂlBlagnph\- Dui ng.llns time! s a.mnu hmurlam and ;.cncalu

Aga’ F.lflull.lh"'
recounts, "He told me that they have a
copy. of  handwritten | Quran at | their
house in Qom (Iran) which belongs 1o
their grandfather. When 1 visited Qom

world history traced his family roots to Kashmir.

few months later for pilgnmage, 1 also
visited Imam's house where 1 was
greeted by his youngest son, Syed
Ahmed, who already knew me because
Imam had introduced me to him during
one of his visits to Najaf."

During one of his visits to Imam's
house in Qom, Aga met Avatollah
Khomeini's elder brother, Syed
Morteza Pasandideh, who showed him

a cnp\ of the Ilniy ()u.ran When he 1

1rl1;,d ll Mou\u || Kfmhn

Klmmelmt. :3111:0»101'1 \ye Hhalmh—

1 ud-Din Hydcr thad wisited Kashmir in
f" 766 Hirn He wa c_c::mpanud by two

of his Brothers = yed Ziauddin, whose
real name was Syed Mohammad and
lies buried at Habak, Gun Khwaja
Qasim, and Syed Qutubuddin,
popularly known as Haji Peer Mitha,
buried in Jammu.

Syed Shahabuddin was the nephew of

Mir Syed Ali Hamadani and also his:

son-in-law, The detailed account of
Syed Shahabuddin's association with
Syed Ali Hamadani'has been given in
"Nuzhatul - Khawatir!, and “also in
“Mugaddima ~Awrad-e Fathiyya®.
When' Syed Al Hamadani® left
Kashmir, ' Shahabuddin stayed  back
én_LI ?ll:.jlﬂiﬂlll:tl propagation of [slam.

Helused 1o stay at Khangah-e

Namchibal, which also became his
final resting place.

According to ‘Aasar-¢  Bastani
Azarbaijan’, volume 2, Sved Shahab-
ud-Din Hyder was the grandson of
Safi-ud-Din Ardabili. There is also a
mention of Syed Shabab-ud-Din and

shr
_known as 'Bab & ﬂyu! Ilyder

Tis two brothers in "Shajrat-ul-Toyiba'.
Muoti Lal Saqi has also given a detailed
account .ol Peer Hajj Mitha in
“Sheeraza Urdu®.

Moted historian and genealogist of
Kashmir, Svcd Mohammad  Anis
Kazmi;| “huu. n. :mh work has been
duly u&knu“]Ld;_.ul by M.Alul!.lh

¢ g_l I.nlur Kaol-¢ O.:HTII.'EL “‘IU\.\ Kh

Shahab-ud=Dinissson,
\f'!uh.smmdd .l.tb.xli] r\mli‘*‘

pupularlv{\k nown a5
ud.(l'.

given' m 'Kohl ul Jawahir'; written
.-'\”.l]'l'l'l Ibn-e ) Raza .md publ:\hud
from Lahore in [ 264 HIJ 5
Histonans say that a Quran in Kufi
seript written by seventh Shia Tmam,
Hazrat Moosa Kazim, was also
brought to Kashmir;by Syed Shahb-
ud-Din Haider. The Quran is preserved
atashrine in Chattabal Srinagar.
"Syed Jabalil Amli's son was Syed
Abdul Gani; Syed Gani's son was Syed
Hassan or Syed Hussain; His son was
Sved Nowroz; Nowroz's son was Syed
Abdul Hadi; Hadi's son was Aga Syed
Hussain; Hussain's son was Syed
Amir-ud-Din also known as Deen Ali;
Amir-ud-Din's son was Syed Safdar;
Safdar's son was Syed Buzurg, Syed
Buzurg's son was Syed Ahmad, the
grandfather of Syed Ruhullah
Khomeini.” says Kazmi.

The family. according to Kazmi, lived
in Kashmir for a long time. However,
the family briefly moved out of
Kashmir due 10 proup clashes in
Kashmir which left many scholars

religious thm]ng}' in a seminary,in|

dead.

"Syed Saftdar and his son Syed Buzurg
had migrated from Kashmir and
settled in Calcutta (now Kolkatta)
where Syed Ahmad (the grandfather of
Syed Ruhullah Khomeini) was born,”
says Kazmi. Pertinently, the book
"Hirzul Aman" also mentions  the
name of Syed Ahmed's father as Syed
Buzurg.

“After completing his studies in

=

Iran with H

I'.:llur of Ayatollah' Khom
hum

0] Khuu'-l.lm
Morteza¥Pasandideh?
point of depart
Lucknow.Significantly, oncim i
Syed Ahmed \Maosvi hadﬁdcpmcd"
from Kashmiraround the same erlod.
Though, according o
writien by Syed Aliﬁn,-a. A
ferie - i F
nrmcr h:ucl
n nhlhc same &
family, Aga Syed Mustafa has|
confirmed that Syed Ahmed had only
one daughter and that he is buricd a1
Golaganj Lucknow,

{(Author hails lrom Kashmir is the
Journalist & Working ns-

+ Ch K



