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Thers Is an enlightening tradition namated from Imam
al-Husayn (a) where he says[8] ‘Oh Lordl... my
Intention for govemance is to manifest the signs of your
religion to the people, and ta reform the regions and
cities, and to creata securily for your servants, and to acl
upon the obligatory actions and Sunnah (the way of life
of the Prophel (s))...110] From this tradition, we can
understand fhat the Imam ('a) wished to establish an
Istamic governmenl but various faclors prevented him
from being successiul in this regard,

Imam and the Implementation of Justice

In & letter to the people of Kufah, Imam al-Husayn { a)
mantioned that one of his goals was the preventian of
oppression and tyranny, and the implementation of
justice. In Whis later, the Imam ( a) mentioned the
fellowing: "Allah will place the individual wha does not
carg aboul (he oppressive ruler and his edicts, which
oppese the Sunnah and the prophetic way of life. in the
same place as thal oppressive ruler (Le. thay will both
end up in the Hall Fire)’ 1] In this letter, imam al-
Husayn [ a) has explained thal the essential nature of
the message of the Prophet of Islam ($) was one which
striclly opposed oppression, tyranny, and injustice, After
delineating the goals behind his revolt, the Imam (a)
Ihen Inviles averyona to participate and fight against the

OPPressons.

As followers of Istam, we have no option but to fight
against the oppression which we see around us. We
must help those who are being oppressed and save
them from the evil of the oppressors and tyranis. The
maourning ceremonies which we establish In Ihe
remembrance of Imam al-Husayn ('a) are simply the
prarequisttes for such goals. After we have understood
the message of Imam al-Husayn ('a) and we have been
awakened to s reality, then we must implement the
essence of thal message in ourday loday lives.

The Revolution of Imam: The Place of Testand Trial
The revelt of Imam al-Husayn | a) was in reglity a test for
the Muzlims of his era. It was a test for some Shias who
had always considared (hemselves as being the true
followers of tha Imams  'a); they considered themselves
as being individuals who would sacrifice themselves for
their leaders  Similarly, it was a st for those
campanions of the Prophel {5) who were still allve at thal
time; Ihese companions had heard the Prophat (s)
praise Imam al-Hasarn ('a) and Imam a-Husayn ( a),
and they had heard him describe their lofty
charactenstics and rank

Itwas a lest for those Individuals who had missed ouf on

the oppartunity of fighting alongside the Praphet () in
the batties of Badr, 'Uhud, and Khandag. ltwas a test for
those individuats who had missed out fighting alongside
Imam Al (‘&) against the Nakithin, Qasitin, and the
Marigin. The revolt of Imam al-Husayn { a)was atest for
all of thesa individuals, it served as a means io
demonstrate who among them were truthful in their
wishes and would fight alongside their Imam {'a) and
pass their lest, and wha among them would refrain and
fail, As it tumed oul, only a very small group ended up
Joining the Imam ('a) and lhe many, who d
themselves worthy, found Ihemselves insufficiently
prepared and they ended up failing

Bonefiting from Imam al-Husayn {a) God-given
Rank of Intercassion

When we examine the Ziyarat of Ashira, we read the
following[12). © Allah, (please) grant me (he
Intercession of Imam al-Husayn {'a) an the Day of
Coming (o You). This is a reference to (he Intercession
of Imam al-Husayn ('a) which will be given to a certain
group of individuals, When we lake a siep back and
examine the issue of the intercession of the Infallibles
{"a), tis clear thal this is not a green light through which
people can go ahead and sin. It is rather a means of
further restraining onesell from the sins. When we ask
the Imams {'a) for their intercession, we develop a
closer relationship with them and s6 we say (o ourselves
that we should be even more careful not to gin, lest this
connechion is weakened or disconnected completely.
Therefors, Intercession becomes a means of
restraining ourselves from 2ins to an aven grealer
degres and il becomes a means of aftaining a highar
rank in the nextworld

AFinal Word

We must ulilize the mouming ceramanies held for Imarm
al-Husayn ( a) as a means for spreading what |s right
and preventing what is false and evil, If we find that in
spite of the mouming ceremonies, the right is being
prevented and falsehood is being spread, then we have
clearly nol reached the goals which Imam al-Husayn
{a) strove 1o estabiizh. In our own time penod, our
sociaty and the way our religion is baing practiced arein
nead of reformation; there is a real need for people to
njoin the goad and forbid the evil. If we neglect these
two important religious precepts, then our society will be
In serious danger, particularly the danger posed by the
negafive cultural onstaught of the West.

Simiiarly, the anes who claim ta love and to follow the
schoal of thought of Imam al-Husayn { a) can only make

such @ claim when they have engaged In a serigus
struggle against the coruplions which are present
around them. They can only make such a claim when
they have fought against these negative elements in
their society and have made an honest effort in
reformation. Without any doubt, if the mourners of iImam
al-Husayn ('a) make a logical and calculated decision
together fowards fighting the corruption which exists in
their society, they will succeed in their goal.

Since the Yazids and their followers still exist n our era,
and they are active In spreading lgnorance and
confusion amongst the people (particularly focusing on
those in the Muslim countries), we must do our besl to
awaken the Muslim Ummah fo this reality. We must be
even more awara of those who pretend to be the
followers of Islam but work hand in hand with the main
anemies of the Musiim Ummah. These people have
sided with the enemies against the Mustim community,
and we can ses this reality in the lands of Palestine,
Yemen, Bahrain, Iraq. Syra, etc... We must be aware of
these individuals and the danger which they posetous
(1] Futh lbn A'tham, val. 5, p. 33.

[2). Blhar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 329, Magial Khawdrizmf,
vol. 1,p. 188,

[B]. e =iy prally 2 pad ST g B L SR
n ALl means that | gwve wilness that you {Imam Husayn
{'a) established the prayer, gave the Zakat, and
enjained the good and forbade the evil.
4] 23 2L AT S yale Al laal 3y S 8 U
Cadldiatg
[5]. TarTkh al-Tabarl, vol. 3, p. 28, Bihar al-Anwdr, vol.
44 p. 340, Aydnal-Shi‘ah, vol. 1, p. 59.
[B]. Imam Al ("a) in the twenty seventh serman of the
Nahj al-Balaghah has mentioned this issue.
[T]. The Zivarat Arbain has only been menfioned in
regards to Imam Husayn ('a) and nothing can be found
like it for the other Infallibles {a) This wsitation
supplication has been namated by the late Shaykh TasL
The beginning part of the tradition shows that we can
visil the Imam ('a) from a distance and we do not
necessanly have ta ba in the vicinity of his shring.

[B]. Al B i gl o e i s
12 EC S FRRC.Ts ML, S, T SR IS L P S
iy e bl gy ]y i Zm g ladh

[10]Bihar al-Anwar, vol 100, p, 80

[ 1| Bihdr al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 382
[H2]; 20 b promaliictis 3750230
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Karbala and Kashmir

The present unrest in Kashmir is a serious mnd complex in
natire and the need of an hour is 10 find @ way forwacd 1o
redress before any catastrophe prevail. To think always
abowr one's defense 15 the proof of being alwve and alert, A
ntion which dees not think about fts delense is not alive.
Wi hive never been nor wi are the warmongers, but being
wigilant and alive weareready forour defense.

Suppose we are dealing with @ powerful enemy who
intends o viplate ourrighted or o antack the territory of oar
lands. and supposc it we are al the moment 1o weak 1o
defend ourselves and any effon on owr part would eounl a
seris oss wd no pusitive result could be guined now or in
the future. Insuch o case it is obvious that we are unable 1o
resist such & strong foe buy, ot the same time, we are obliged
to strengthen our forces mther than losing our spirit and
remaining inactive

The Muharrani shows us (o sirive against all imperial

powers irmespective of Numerical strength taken into
consideration, Tmmm Hussasn (Pbuh) had shown by his agls
as well us s various discourses dunng the seven days of
Mulsirram at Karbali, that this conflict was much more
universal in nature, and that he knew that he wiis going to
live for ever through s martyrdom. While the plam of
Karbila wiw transformed o deserted prece of barren lund
inte @ bustling town, of which, the central monument js
Imam ]-Iuﬂi:!]n'.n,glnrious tomb, Millions of people visit the
tomb i reverence, all the year rousd, duy and mght

Iy Hussain's martyrdom is observed with solenn
deference all over the warld,every vear during the first ten
diys o the month of Muharram, by his followers and lovers
of humanity. Public gatherings are held, speeches are made
iy which the story of Farbaln is retold in touching tones and
pravers are made to the effect that may the almighty Allah
aratit the same courage snd strength to hus followers i thew
hour of mial as he did o Grmdson of Holy Prophet (8)
Tmaim Hussain (Phuh), At the end of these gathenngs, the
audience stand up and pay homage o Hussain (Pbul) and
his companions. The main element of these
commemorative practices is the messuge of imam Hussain,
which is also the messuge of the Prophetof Tslom, which is
Isbam in s parest fomm are as onder: Jslam s o universal
religion, o religion of leman nghts and commonsense
Tslam upholds the basic right ol every peeson o hold hisTer
own views, Islam stands for the poor, the dewnrrodden and

By
Syed Karar Hashmi

the weak, [slam teaches us to side with the oppressed and
[ighi against the oppressor,
Karbala 15 a message for all the oppressors of the world.
Karbala pepresents und supports every oppressed nation
whether {t is Kashmir, Palesting,Bunna, Bahrain, Lrag,
Pakistan Yemon, Syria, and so on und demands Passion
Adedication, steadfastness. und - guidonce. from the diving
lendership as i whole, 15 we pul inlo practice the Hussaim
(m8) character in our lives , can casily differentiate between
truth smd fulschood, frend and foe.amd resalts m the defest
and annihilation (o Yaeid of all the times, The present unrest
In Kashmir valley is a result of several factors | the major
Tactor 1 faraway from the leaclnngs of Karbala,
Kashmir movernent 1s an mdigenous movement and havea
pmigue history of is resistance belind. The time demands
unity, wlerance . brotherhood and an effective strategy with
holistic perspective taken mto conswdemation 1o push the
missian forward fo its logical end. We must oppose and
condemn the ailments knowingly and unknowingly, trving
To defmme owr resilstance movement by hostmg flags of
1515.A1 Queda, Taiban and  and promating ideological
support o violence,  We have u responsibility w
collectively surive for the frecdom till last movement. We
need fo read and promote the message of Kacbala an the
broader specinmm

Awihor is Socia Activist and is studying of Jomi-uls

Mustafu (Saww) Deteenational University Gom Tran,
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By Ayatullak al-Uzma
NagirMakatim Shirazi

Cne can only claim that they love Imam al-Husayn {"a)
and are among his true followers when they have
reflected upon the various corruption and problems
which exist during their own time period and they have
done their best towards reforming these issues
Withaut any doubt, If the moumers of Imam al-Husayn
["a) make a logical and calculated decision together
towards fighling the corruption which exists in their
society. they will be successful in reforming il

The necessily of understanding the essential goals of
the revoll of Imam al-Husayn [ a) has brought us lo
Jook into the viewpoints of Grand Ayatollah Makarim
Shirézl in regards to this issue. Futhermore, perhaps
the best way lhrough which we can understand the
goals of this ravail is by reflacting on the words of Imam
al-Husayn ('a) himsalf during the course of his journey
from Medina to Karbala. Additionally. his
Ziyaratnameh (the supplication recited when visiting
his shrine} alsa contains many vatuable insights in this
regard. In light of this, lel us look al what Grand
Ayatollah Makarim Shirézl has said aboul this issue
through referanice of fhe tmam ( a)'s words from these
twovaluable sources.

The Reformation of the Muslim Ummah through
Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil
Imexplaining this issue, the following is quite important
Im & section of the epislle of Imam al-Husayn ( a) to
Mubammad Ibn Hanafiyah after the Imam ('a) refused
to pledoe ailegiance to Yazid, | has bean mentioned
that, *.. | have risen up with the Intention of reforming
the Ummah of my grandfathar’ [1] Therafore, the first
goal of Imam al-Husayn (‘&) In the revolution of
Karbala was the reformation of the Musfim Ummah.
Reformation is essenfially the opposite of spreading
cofruption; spreading corruplion in lurn maans the
parversion of the necessary order of a being, an
Individual, & family, or sven a sociely or nation.

In line with this meaning, reformation is to take that
perverted arder of being and returming it to its original
and balanced state. It js possible for a nation to
become cormupted in regards o their state of
economics, morals, beliefs, culture, or even emotions.
The reformation of this corrupted state is the remaval
of each of Ihe root elemants which are causing this
state and refuming that nation to its state of onginal
balance and health.

From this parspective, Imam al-Husayn ( a) wished o

reform the comupted state of being which had come
about during the long years of Umayyad rule {under
the rule of Mu'dwiyah and Yazid). Things had reached
a critical mass and so Imam al-Husayn {'a) refused lo
pledge allegiance to Yazid and he revolted in order to
reform the state of the Muslim community. This was a
reformation which would retum the siate of the
Muslims ta what it had been under the guidance and
leadership of the Prophet (s). This would reform both
the individual siate of the Muslims, as well as the
general society overall, Due to this reason, Imam al-
Husayn ('a} said to Muhammad ibn Hanafiyah in his
apistie that: "My imentien in fsing up is to enjoin the
good and forbid the evil[2] This same noble geal is
exprassed n the various visitation supplications
refated to Imam al-Husayn ("a), such as the Ziyarat al-
Warith.[3]

Reviving the Prophetic Way of Life

Another philosophy behind the revalution of Karbala
was lo ravive the prophetic way of life. Imam al-Husayn
( a) has said in regards to this issue that [4] : 'l Invite
youto the Book of Allah and to the prophetic way of life,
for the way of life of the Prophal of Allah () has been
passed into oblivion, while the innovations in religion
have became the norm.'[5] In essence, this radition is
axplaining that Mu awiyah had created many negative
innovations In religion by means of which he had
passed the true prophetic tradition into oblivion
Simlilarly, the value system of the Muslims had been
altered as well. [t had previously bean based on piety
and religion, but now, it was based on woridly issues
stich as weallh and iribal stalus, The Arabs had been
made suparior ta the non-Arabs under the Umayyad
rule, while various ather groups wilhin the Arabs had
arbitrarily been raised over others. All of these un-
Islamic elements which had been normalized by the
Umayyad rilers compelled Imam al-Husayn ( a) lo
revoll in order that he could reform the state of the
Muslims, allowing it lo return 1o a state of justice and
healthy balance.

The Revival of the Truth and the Elimination of
Falsehood

According fo history texts, Mu awiyah would send
various ammed groups from Syria ta Irag (the center of
Imam Al ('a)'s rule), where they would attack the
people who lived on the bor-der towns, ool their
wealth, and then return to Syria. This was done as a
palitical ploy in order o make Imam “All () seam
weak In his rule and make the pecple lose hope in him.
If the: security of these bordar areas could be taken
away, then they hoped thal the influence of Imam “All
( ajover the paople would be greatly weakened [6]
Moreover, Mu dwiyah also aftempted lo utilize the
killing of "Uthman inthe political arena and he used this
against Imam Afl( a) Yel, the pinnacle of Muawiyah's
devialion and corrupt nature was demonstrated in his
appointment of Yazid as his successor and tha next
riier of the Muslimds. Yazid was an immature
individual addicted 1o various sins, such as drinking,
fornication, and the murder of the innocent. He was so
corrup! that he did not bother to conceal his corruption;
he manifested it openly for all 1o see.

This level of corruplion was unprecedented amongst

the Muslim nulers and Yazid wasted no time in
attempting to pervert the religien itseif from a root level,
He began to destroy the truth and establish falsehood;
this was in reality his primary legacy of rule, From this
perspeciive, Imam al-Husayn ( a) had no choice but to
rise up to save the religion of [slam, for it was the very
fruth which had been estabiishad by the Prophet {g),
and It was naw in danger, Imam al-Husayn ('a) rose up
in order to destroy Ihis falsehood and uphald the
banner of the truth amongst the Muslim Ummah. He
was willing to pay any price for this sacred cause,
Fighting againstlgnerance
Another one of the goals of Imam al-Husayn ( al's
revolution s found in the Zivarat ArbaTn[7] where il
states [B]; “Imam al-Husayn sacrificed everything in
Your [i.e. Allah's] way in order that Your servants can
be saved from their ignorance, foolishness, and
confusion”. Imam al-Husayn ('a) rose up In order to
fight against ignorance and save the people from
deviation and misguldance. During the period of the
Umayyad rule, the Muslims were steeped in ignorance
and they had not bothered to realize fhat the
Umayyads were nol the rightful successors of the
Prophet(s)and his religion,
They were cantent lo just let things be and assume thal
the Umayyads were the rightful successars of the
Prophet (s). This was particulady true during the rule of
Mu &wlyah and Yazid. Ina talk from imam al-Husayn
( a)to Marwan ibn Hakam, the Imam ( a) refered to the
famus Iradition of the holy prophet who said: "The
caliphate is unlawful (Haram) for the children of Abi
Sufyan, and if you see Mu awlyah sitting upon my
pulpit one day, then you should kill him,'
So, the Muslims were led astray but they themselves
were also guilty with regard to whal happened lo them
because they saw Mu dwiyah sitting up on the pulpitof
the Prophet (3) but they did not kill him as they had
been ordered to do; as a result, Allah {swi) punished
tham with the rule of Yazid, a man of greal corruption
andevil. Insuchanenvironment, Imam al-Husayn ('a)
rose up In order to awaken the Muslims. Unfariunately,
the Muslims were in such a deep state of ignorance
and unawaraness that it would take nothing less than
the blood and martyrdom of the Imam ( a} and his loyal
companions in order to awaken them and save the
raligion from completa destruction.
The Establishment of a true Islamic Government
as the Rejection of Secular Islam
One of the most important goals of the Imam al-
Husayn ( a)'s revalution was the establishmant of an
Islamic government.  Those who believe i the
separation of religion and politics have neithes
understood the proper meaning of politics, nor have
they understood the proper meaning of religion. When
we look back In history during the time when tha
Praphet (s) first immigrated to Medina and he finally
became frea of the anemias of Istam who threatenad
himin Mecea, his firstmove was to establish an Islamic
government, He did this in order to be able to
implement the various aspects of Islam throughout the
society.
There is an anlightening lradiion narrated from
Imam al-Husayn ( a) where he says[9]: 'Oh Lordl. ..
contdto PI0
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Karb6ala:A Center of JusticeUnity & Truth

"My faith is that the progress of Islam does not depend on the use of sword by its believers,
but the result of the supreme sacrifice of Imam Hussein,” Mahatma Ghandi

Following each turmoil Kashmir
stands on the threshold of an
unexpected transition. When
Kashmiri mind seem to be settling
down in relative calm,
reasonableness and peace
following turmoil and
accompanying human suffering, a
fresh one, more intense, visits
them. Past three months have been
unprecedented to say the least. On
the occasion of Moharram one's
head bows in all humility and owe
remembering the example set by
Grandson of Prophet of Islam,Imam
Hussain. It is upon the believers to
believe or not. To 'believe'
essentially means 'to follow' the
teachings of the great Lights of
Humanity who have shown the path
of Truth, of Allah by their own
personal example. Humanity has
held as heroes those who have
raised their voice and fought against
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oppression and injustice; but
humanity everywhere, whatever
their faith and religion have
warshiped those who have fought
against injustice through inviting
self-suffering and being
compassionate therefore. Struggle
or fight for justice through self-
suffering is a fight through the
superior, rather supreme force |,
Gandhi called 'soul-force’ which he
made Indians of all faith rediscover
it . The power of the means of
nonviolence and its various
methods including satyagraha not
only overthrew the mightiest
empire known in human history, but
transformed them and showed the
world a moral 'weapon' in
humanities struggle for justice.
Therefore it is worth remembering
and contemplating on this pious
occasion and at a time when
violence, from without and from
within, has made Kashmir bleed,
what Mahatma Gndhi said during
India's own struggle against the
British about Imam Hussain:

"My admiration for the noble
sacrifice of Imam Hussein as a
martyr abounds, because he
accepted death and the torture of
thirst for himself, for his sons, and
Jor his whole family, but did not
submit to unjust authorities.” 1
fearnt from Hussain how to achieve
victory while being oppressed. ™

"My faith is that the progress of
Istam does not depend on the use of
sword by its believers, but the
result of the supreme sacrifice of
Imam Hussein. "

“If India wants to be a successful
country, it must follow in the
footsteps of Imam Hussain,
“If L had an army fike the 72
soldiers of Hussain, [ would have
won freedom for India in 24
hours.”

Through Karbala's battle God gave
world a Teacher and leader, who
taught us that justice is not in
settling of scores, but justice as a
higher Law of unity between the
deeds and aspirations of man and
the wish of Allah resides in self-
suffering by the seeker of justice,
when it is in the cause of
neutralizing the oppressor as an
'oppressor' and the oppression
rather than taking over the place of
the oppressor and, by that logic,

become one.

| pray, | beseech, the people of
Kashmir and Palestine to learn from
the example of Imam Hussain, whom
we follow, make him relevant for the
present instead of showing
irrelevance of the teachings of such
God-sent great souls through our
deeds and actions.

(Author is e Writer,peace activist and
chairman Swaraj Peeth TrustA Guardian
centerfornon vailence in India)
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