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Ze inab ' S role during AShura is

proof that women held key roles in History:
Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamanei

WILAYAT TIMES

Zeinab al-Kubra (s.a.) is a prominent role model in
history and shows the significance of a woman's
presence in one of the most important events in
human history. Blood gained a victory over the
sword on the day of Ashura, and Zeinab al-Kubra
(s.a.) was the cause of that victory. This was
because the forces of righteousness were
apparently defeated in a military fight in Karbala,
but Zeinab al-Kubra's (s.a.) behavior was the factor
that turned this apparent defeat into a permanent
and decisive victory, That victory was due 1o the
role she played after the day of Ashura. That is a
very important point. The event proved that
women are not on the periphery of history. It
proved that women can have a central role in
important historical events. This has been pointed
oul in several places in the Holy Quran as well. But
Zeinab al-Kubra (s.a.) isa recent example and does
not belong to ancient times. The story of her lifcisa
tangible event. She played a brilliant role, making
the enemies - who had apparently won the battle
and slain all their opponents - feel humiliated in
their own base. She branded them with permanent
disgrace and turned their victory into a defeat. That
was what Zeinab al-Kubra (s.a.) did. She proved
that it is possible to turn feminine morality and
modesty into glory and a great jihad.

The greatness of Zeinab al-Kubra's (s.a.)
movement is reflected in what is left of her
sermons. Her unforgettable sermon in Kufa's
marketplace was not just an ordinary speech. It was
not just the personal opinion of an important
figure, Her sermon was a great and beautifully-
worded analysis of the Islamic community's
situation at that time. The sermon included the

maost profound [slamic concepts. See how strong
her character was, Her brother - her Imam and
leader - had been martyred in a desert just two days
before. Her dear ones, her children, and many other
people had been martyred. She and tens of other
women and children were taken captive on the
same day. They were paraded in different places.
Some of the people who were watching them were
cheerful and some were shedding tears. Zeinab
(s.a.) suddenly started her great mission in that
critical situation. She spoke like her father did
when he was delivering a sermon to his people
during his rule. She spoke with the same tone. She
spoke using the same kind of words Imam Ali (a.s.)
would use. She was equally elogquent and precise,
and her words were equally profound. "O plotiers
and pretenders, maybe vou yourselves were
starting 1o believe that you were following Islam
and the Holy Prophet's houschold, but you failed
miserably in the test. You proved to be blind in the
fitna. Do you pledge allegiance while you are
planning a conspiracy? You can do nothing but
engage in shifting allegiance, hypocrisy, flattery,
self-humiliation, and empty talk. Your actions
were different from your words. You became
arrogant and wrongly thought that you were pious.
You thought you were still revolutionary, You
thought you were still the followers of the
Commander of the Faithful. But the truth was
something else. You were not able to deal with the
fitna. You were not able to save yourselves. You

ruined everything you had done before. Because of

your lack of insight, your lack of knowledge of the
situation, and your inability to distinguish right
from wrong, you n_linc(l everything you had bL!“I.
You look faithful and you keep making

She is a role model for all great
men and women in the world.
She presented a deep analysis of
the problems facing the
revolution started by the Holy
Prophet (SAWW.) and Imani-Ali
(AS).Her words to Yazid "You
could not distinguish between
right and wrong in the Fitna.

revolutionary claims, but deep down you are
empty and weak." Zeinab al-Kubra (s.a.) presented
adeep analysis of her society's pathologics.

She spoke firmly and eloquently in that
difficult situation. It was not the case that she had
an audience sitting in front of her and listening in
silence. She was not speaking the way an orator
would speak to his audience. She was surrounded
by the enemies, holding spears in their hands.
There were also some ordinary people there - the
same people who gave up Moslem to Ibn Ziad, the
same people who wrote letters to Imam Hussein
and then broke their allegiance to him, the same
people who hid in their homes exactly when they
were supposed to stand up to Ibn Ziad. Among the
people there were also some individuals who were
not courageous ¢nough to do what they should
have done, and they were watching Imam Ali's
daughter in tears on thatday. Zeinab al-Kubra (s.a.)
was faced with this motley and unreliable crowd,
vet she spoke in a firm manner. She was an
exemplary woman in history. Such women cannot
be considered weak. This faithful feminine nature
may reveal itself in difficult conditions. She is a
role model for all great men and women in the
world., She presented a deep analysis of the
problems facing the revolution started by the Holy
Prophet (s.w.a.)and Imam Ali (a.s.). She said, "You
could not distinguish between right and wrong in
the fitna. You were unable to fulfill your duty. Asa
result, they severed the head of the Holy Prophet's
(s.w.a.) grandson and put it on a spear.” We can
understand the greatness of her character when we
consider such things, Apr21, 2010

wwnewilavartimes.com
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Reasons behind Disunity among Muslims

Islam is a body we

are its parts,may be

one part gets

injured,another should

heal rather than

spraying salty water.

By: Saif Ali Budgami

Today, the primary cause of bloodshed in the
Islamic world is the conflict among Muslims.
Contrary to the very spirit of the Holy Quran,
some of our Muslim brothers have come to
regard one another as enemies. Based solely on
this perverse beliel, they consider themselves as
Justified in killing one another and shedding the
blood of one another.

Yet the oppression and slaughter of
Muslims in every part of the world could end
right away with the establishment of a union of
Islamic countries. In this union, while member
states’ independence and national borders are
preserved, they can be united under a shared
Islamic culture, and develop common policies
forbetterment.

Today, however, because of the largely
sectarian disputes, Muslims remain
disintegrated, merely watching the persecution
going on froma distance.

Islam is a body we are its parts.may be
one part gets injured.another should heal rather
than spraying salty water.

In the Quran, Almighty Allah
commands all Muslims to be united, and to join
forces for an intellectual struggle against
oppression in this world. Despite this clear
obligation, however, Muslims fail to fulfill this
important command because of the ongoing
conflicts and disagreements among themselves,
Our Divine Book is the Holy Quran; and Allah
reveals everything that He has made unlawful
and lawful for His servants in the Quran.
According to the Quran, Muslims are brothers,
and any sort of quarrel and dissension among
brothers are unacceptable.

Islam stresses what unites people, and
not what causes division. There 15 co-existence,
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collaboration and opting for the common ground
for the sake of the good of humanity, and not
separation, self-righteousness, and self-
interests.

Focusing on discrepancies and
differences among the different Islamic schools
would deliver no positive results for any
individual in the Islamic world. The good of the
Islamic world lies in the spirit of unity and
solidarity' which is set forth in the Quran,

Obey Allah and his Messenger and do not
quarrel among yourselves lest you lose heart and
your momentum disappear. And be steadfast.
Allahis with the steadfast.

(The Quran 8:46)
In the Islamic world the tendency to blame the
West for the troubles and policies afflicting
Mushims is prevalent, the real blame in my
opinion however, lies with the Muslim world
thatis unable to escape the trap of disunity.

Establishing the unity, as Allah
commands in the Quran, and living by the real
conception of Islam revealed in it will quickly
disperse the dark clouds over the Islamic world.
This is the recipe Allah shows us in the Quran.
If the Islamic world does not make an alliance
within itself, Allah informs us that there would
be mischiefand turmoil in the land.

(The Quran 8§ :73)
The main accomplishment of the Islamic world
would be to disallow any conflict among schools
or races, and meet on the common ground. This
unity will be the means by which the beauty of
Islam will spread to the entire region.
This unity will ensure the solution to internal
problems and prevention of other countries
intervening in the internal affairs of Muslims.
Furthermore this unity will be the means by
which all the conflicts among various schools as

well as civil wars and seemingly unceasing
turmoil will come to anend.

In the good morals of Islam, one hand

does not compete with another, one eye does not
criticize the other, the tongue does not object to
the car, the heart does not divalge the error of the
soul; on the contrary, all these complement and
cover their deficiencies to provide for all their
needs.
In brief the rights of the entire Islamic world
will be preserved. all discrimination, unjust
practices and oppression will end, and an
amazingly mighty political, social and economic
power will arise.

There are different cultures and

traditions in the Islamic world, This is perfectly
normal. However without making it a matter of
dissension, it is important to bring these
differences together in a unity of belief and
pluralistic solidarity. According to the Islamic
moral values Muslims must always keep in mind
that they are brothers. And their race. language,
nation or school does not alter this fact
Therefore, difterences within the Islamic world
must be regarded as sources of wealth, These
differences must not be rendered into causes of
division and conflict that lead Muslims to fall
out with one another.
More often a real representative of Prophet
Mohammad (SAWW).must represent himself a
Muslim rather than tagging himself the terms the
enemy is finding out to divide and rule.

Unity of Muslims is essential for the
good of each Muslim in this world. In the
absence of unity, the Muslim world is merely
setting itselfup to be torn,

"United we stand divided we fall",
Author hails frome Budganm Kashwir is e M A Political
Science Student and Perusing Convergent Journalism.
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But do not seek the glow of
Love from the knowledge of
today.Do not seek the nature
of Truth from this infidel™s cup!

Srinagar:lt was a sunny Sunday moming in
Beerwah region of Central Kashmir, The morning
chill had just dissipated in the sunshine and Farooq
Ahmad Dar was on his way to his sister's house as
there had been a death in the house. The 26-vear-old
had spent his morning queuing up outside a polling
booth in Arzal's Chill Bras area for the Srinagar Lok
Sabha bypolls, defying a separatist boyeott call that
contributed to the lowest turnout in almost three
decades.But within minutes, Dar says his life was
turned upside down. He claims he was pulled from
his motoreyele by army personnel, tied to the front
of a jeep and driven around from village to village
for hours - a purported video of which has gone viral
on social media and triggered nationwide
outrage.Dar says he has bruises on his body from the
army's apparent thrashing but appears more affected
by the trauma of the alleged incident.” was tied up
at 10 in the morning and taken off the jeep at around
5.30, God knows how many kilometers they

All this while, I thought I would
|28 A s % 7

travelled with me tied in the front," he tells HT,
pointing at a torn pheran muddied with many
stains,“All this while, I thought I would be killed.”
Former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir
Omar Abduliah posted a video and a picture of
Indian Army personnel allegedly using youth as
human shield on their vehicles to proteet themselves
from stone pelters. The purported video has since
become the headline of mounting hostility between
the security personnel and the army, which is
accused of committing human rights excesses in the
border state.The army has ordered an inquiry and
sources claim Dar was part of a stone pelting mob
that attacked the personnel. But Dar says he was
peaceful and had just got down from his motoreycle
to check on a few women protesting at Utligam.
“Please check my name in the listof voters, if | voted
for democracy, why would I stop others from voting
and pelt stones?™ says Dar, a shawl artisan who says
he voted at booth number 90 in Chill village and

Soldiers tied man with army jeep as

HUMAN SHIELD in Kashmir

be killed:Farooq Ahmad Dar,Army call for Probe

showed the indelible ink mark to security
personnel.He says the video - which forced chiefl
minister Mehbooba Mufli to ask for a report and
drew condemnation from former CM Omar
Abdullah - was shot at Gundipora, a few kilometers
from where he was allegedly arrested. He says he
was alone on his motoreyele while his brother and
neighbor were on another motorbike His brother
Fayaz Ahmad Dar says the family went to the army
camp to seek his release, “He could have been killed
by the army, hit by a stray bullet or even a stone,”
Fayaz said.Dar says he was let off around 7.30pm,
when the village head and other elders visited the
Rashtriva Rifles camp.“We are poor people and
Kashmiris. Whether we vote or note, whether we are
pro-Azadi or anti-azadi, for them (security forces).
we are the same,” says Dar”1t will be an experience
I will never forget."Leaders from pro freedom and
sepratist camp condemned the action as termed as a
clear cut example of barbarism (HT)
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