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Countries.

WILAYAT TIMES DESK

Islamabad:Iran is ready 1o use its special
influence and relations with Pakistan and
Indiato mediate between the conflicting parties
on Kashmir issue and help bring sustainable
peace in the region.
According to Desk Report of Wilayat Times.in
an exelusive interview with APP, the
Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan Mehdi
Honardoost said. “lranian government has
announced its readiness for any support, for any
hope of peace and tranquility in the region.”

He said “We have not yet received any
official request from both sides for lran as a
large country in the region to come and try 1o
solve the matter.”

He said any conflict, or tension between
the two countries would hinder the way of
progress and development of both countries but
would also impact upon the ¢conomies of the
other countries in the region.

[t is important to remove such tensions
to ensure sustainable and durable peace in the
region, he added.

He said it may be true that some forces
wanted such tensions to find excuses for its
engagements inourregion, he said.

“We hope that the wise leaders of the
conflicting countries pay attention to this issue
that a lot of problems that we face in this region
have exogenous sources’.

Responding to a query, the ambassador

We have not yet received any
official request from both

We hope that the wise leaders
of the conflicting countries
pay attention to this issue

that a lot of problems that we

face in this region-have
exogenous sources.

Iran ready for mediation to resolve

Kashmir issue

e Iranian
e Envoy

said, right now terrorism is a global
phenomenon. “It's not located only in one arca
or in one country, and it is the consequence of
the approach of the super powers towards
terrorism’.

He said if “We analyze the terrorism,
the super powers have been supporting some
sort of terrorist elements against the host
country's government at one time and fighting
against it on some other time or in some other
country”.

This contradictory approach is the root-
cause of good or bad terrorists. Terrorism is bad
in all its manifestations, he said. “InSyria they
are so dangerous and one day they will come
back to their societies and | am sure that the
control of those terrorists will not be so casy for
these governments."When asked his comments
on Syria crisis, he said that there were several
terrorists groups in Syria some six vears ago,
“receiving some facilities from some countries,
they came against the people of the Syria and the
legal government of Syria, but the resistance of’
the people did not let them succeed™.

He was of the opinion that Organization
of Islamie Countries (O1C) was very important
circle and group for the Islamic world and
underlined the need to widen its sphere by
adding all Islamic countries inits fold.

“As part of this Family we should try to have
more interaction, many [slamic countries right
now are in a chaotic situation, and their people

in a bad situation. We should try to improve the
situation. The responsibility of this issue is on
the shoulders of the big and important Islamic
countries like Iran and Pakistan™.

Mehdi Honardoost said it was beyond any doubt
that it can not only work as a game-changer for
the region but would also wrn to be unifying
force for the countrics in the region,

“Owr people in the region and the countries are
suffering a lot from tensions and conflicts
between some countries, and fortunately
Pakistan had (acquired) very good position
(through this project), a very good gesture
regarding increasing the peace and tranquility of
theregion.”

He was confident that the completion of the
CPEC would help bring in unity and
consolidation by removing tensions among the
conflicting countries.

“Hence, we announce our official stance and
position regarding the lranian interest and
willingness to come into CPEC."

Earlier. he extended his Norouz greetings to the
people of Pakistan. He said it is the beginning of’
the New Year and arrival of spring.

About his official assignment, he said he was
increasing interactions with other departments
and sectors in Pakistan to achieve better results.
“1 feel like at home as the people are almost
same, same moods and styles, attitudes and
almost same environment including weather as
he finds in Mashad and its suburbs.”
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Mehbooba Mufti being the Female
CM of Jammu and Kashmir!

Women are certainly not in her priovity of her Government.

SYED MUJTABA

The unending conflict in
Kashmir besides leaving
behind widows have also left
number of “half-widows’.
The missing persons in
Kashmir have left over
4 thousands of half-widows
whose husbands are missing
or are in enforced
disappearance.

Kashmir is one of the most long standing and
unresolved issue and have faced the worst
Human rights violations and crimes against
humanity. Kashmiri people are suffering from
torture, extrajudicial killings, mass
murders, rape, torture, and abuse, exposition of
unmarked graves, detentions and enforced
disappearance.

The tales of barbarism in Kashmir has
never been highlighted by Indian and

international media the way other ordinary
issues have been propagated in the name of
human rights and injustice. UN has miserably
failed in resolving this issue. The fact is that in
any conflict the first and worst victims are
women and children, and same is the case in
Kashmir. Women primarily have been the most
terribly injured party, in this decade's long
conflict. Anywhere in the world, women suffer
the most in any sort of conflict. Either she is war
booty in the hands of belligerents, or she is a
widow back at home. She suffers as a daughter,
mother, wife and sister, because most of the
times she has to survive alone, with the loss of
any support from her male counterpart.

Women in Kashmir are suffering from a
number of physical and psychological problems
because of the stressful environment. In the war-
trodden region, Kashmiri women are now
experiencing more stress as an aftermath of war
and infertility, According to a report many
women are becoming infertile because of
conflicting environment and stressful
conditions. The tales of agony of Kashmiri
women do not end here. The unending conflict
in Kashmir besides leaving behind widows have
also left number of 'half-widows'. The missing
persons in Kashmir have left over thousands of
half-widows whose husbands are missing or are
in enforced disappearance, The valley is full of
the plight of such women who have been left at
the mercy of no one. Wives, mothers and sisters
of those men who are in custody of Indian forces
for years or missing go for regular sits and
protests.

According to a report by Human Rights
Watch, many times Indian forces have killed
civilians under the authority of laws such as the

Jammu and Kashmir Disturbed Areas Act and
the Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir)
Special Powers Act, which allow lethal foree to
be used “against any person who is acting in
contravention of any law or order for the time
being in force in the disturbed area.” The Indian
army themselves have admitted that the
extraordinary powers to shoot have led to
“mistakes”, so these "mistakes' which kill
innocent civilians create a rage among the
public in Jammu and Kashmir. There are
countless tales of rapes in Indian held Kashmir..
Late in 2012, a very prominent Indian human
rights activist Arundhati Roy said in a media
interview in Delhi that Indian army and
policeare using rape as a weapon against the
people in Kashmir.She also said that rape is
legitimately used and Indian law gives the
perpetrators full protection.

According to the reports, over 7000
cases of sexual abuses have been reported
since 1990. Over 17,000, mostly women among
them have committed suicide over the last
twenty years.

IN 2016 unrest most affected victims
were women's and children. State women
commission chairperson in a statement has said;

When she was Asked how the women's
commission was handling the issue of the
women who were killed or sustained injuries,
and those like Insha Mushtag who were blinded
by pellets, Nayeema Mehjoor said,

“I must tell you | have never seen such a level of
vialence against women.”
The author is a research scholar and human
rights defender and can be mailed (@
Jacan.aalam@gmail.com
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Presen tly-

By Syed Wajid
Today the world over, th
discussion on human rights
nations bodies and
organizations are co
implementation of human
talk of implementation of human rl;,hls. it is
necessary to understand the broad meaning and
content of what are human rights.The term human
r|5hm is a new formulation of the classic phrase
"the rights of man”
Human beings are rational beings Thcy by virtue
of their being human possess certain basic and
inalicnablc rights which are commonly known as
human rights . Thus human rights are thosc rights
which every individuals are entitled by virtue of
being human .Since these rights belong to them
because of their very existence .they became
operative with their birth Human rlghls being the
birth right, are, thcr-.fare, inherent in all the
mdividuals irrespective t)f their caste, creed,
religion, sex and nationality, Human rights being
inherent they cannot live as n beings without
them,~These rights are essential for all the
individuals as they are consonani with. their
freedom and dignity and are conducive 10
physical, moral, social and spiritual welfare . They
are also necessary as they create an environment
in which people can develop their full potential
and lead productive and creative lives in
accordance with their- needs and provide suitable
conditions for the materials and more uplifi of the
people .Because of theirimmense significances to
human beings :human rights are also sometimes
referred to as lundamental rights .basic rights
.nherent rights natural rights and birth rights
Human rights being fundamental or basic rights
are often set out in the constitution o that they are
not taken. away by any Act of Legislalure or
government
Presently the vast majority of legal scholars and
philosophers agree that every human being is
entitled to  some basic rights.Thus there is
universal aceeptance of human rights in principle
in domestic and international plane “*human rights
*is a generic term and it is therefore difficult 1o

give a |)ré'i:i~c definition of the “human rights”
however 1 can be said that the rights that all
people have by virtue oflhur being human are
human I:lgfﬂ.\ These are the rights which no one
can be deprived withouta grave affront to justice.
Itis 50 because they may affect the human dignity
Thus the idea of human rights is bound up with
the idea of human dignity. 1.5 Verma has rightly
stated that human dignity is the quintessence of
human  rights | All those rights which are
essential for the protection and maintenance of
dignity of individuals and create conditions in
which every human, being can develop his
personality to the fullest extent may be termed
human rights .However, dignity has never been
precisely definedion the basic of consensus but it
accords ronghly with justice and good society .
2.Dignity can no longer survive where human
beings are humiliated’, The world conference on
human Rights held in 1993 in Vienna stated in the
declaration.

3.That all human rights derived from the dignity
and worth inherent in the human person ,and that
the human pmon id the central subject of human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

D.D Basu defines! h_urnan rights as those
minimum rights which every individual must
have against the state or other publicauthority by
wirtue of his being a member of human family
Jrrespectiveof any other consideration.

Human rights are therefore those rights which
belong to anindividual as a consequence of being
human . They are based on elemental human needs
as imperatives. Some of these human needs are
clemental  for the psychie survival and health .
Thus, human rights can be perceived and
enumerated . These rights are associated with the
traditional concept of natural laws

Rights being immunities denote that there is a
guarantee that certain things cannot or ought not
to be done to a person against his will. According

to this concept human beings, by virtue of their -

humanity ,ought to be protected against unjust and
degrading treatment. In other words human rights
are exemptions from the operation of arbitrary
power An individual can seck human rights only

:.,thcrc is a wlde spread acceptance of the
importance of human ﬂghts in the international structure
because 1{t_.-.has :lcgal moral and political bearing.

in an organized community . i.c: a state or in other
words, where civil social order exists. No one can
imagine to invoke them in a state of anarchy
where there is hardly any just power to which a
citizen can appeal against the violation of rights
Thus the principle of the protection of human
beings is derived from the concept of man as a
person and his relationship with an organized
society which cannot be separated from universal
human nawre
Human rights being essential for all-round
development of the personality of the individuals
in the soetety be necessarily protected and be
made available to all the individuals . They must
be preserved, cherished and defended if peace and
prosperity. are to be achieved Human rights are
the very essence of a meaningful life ;and to
maintain human dignity is the ultimate purpose of
the government _The need for the protection has
arisen because of inevitable increase in the control
over men's action by the government which by no
means can be regarded  as desirable . There are
several states which fundamental standards of the
human beings as to their rights has also
necessitated the protection by the states. It has
been realized that the functions of all the laws
whether they are the rules of municipal faw or that
of intemational law should:be to protect them in
theinterest of the humanity.
Presently there is a wide sp‘rt..:d acceptance of the
importance of human rights in the international
structure, because it has Tegal moral and political
bearing. Human rights are legal because it
involves the implementation of rights and
obligations mentioned in‘international treaties. it
is moral because human rights are a value based
system to preserve human dignity and it is
political in the large sensc of world. They also
operate to limit the power of Government  over
individuals. However one will not hesitate to
admit that there i$ a confusion prevailing as to its
precise nature and scope and the mode  of
international law as to the protection of these
rights
Author hails from Magam Kashmir is a law
Student and can be reached at
wafidrizvi%@gmail.com
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With the mystery of “Exept Allah:

“There is no GOD” Make us acquainted

United Nations: The UN has rejected
claims that India was not allowing the UN
observer group monitoring the ceasefire
line between India and Pakistan to
present its periodic reports on the ground
situation, asserting that the group has
“completely different” reporting
requirements.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres'
Deputy  Spokesperson Farhan Hag
dismissed the claims when a Pakistani
journalist at a bricfing yesterday asked
United
Nations Military Observer Group in India
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) does not
present its reports was because the Indian
government does notallow itto do so. The
Journalist also said that the role of
UNMOGIP was being “constrained” by
the Indian government.“No, no, I'm sure
you're aware that different peacekeeping
missions have different mandates and

whether the reason that the

including different reporting mandales,
The ecarlier peacekeeping missions,
which include the UN monitoring group
in India and Pakistan...come from a
different era where they have completely
different rupnr‘ling requirements,” Haq
said.

According to the Security Council
mandate of 1971, UNMOGIP observes
the Line of Control and the working
boundary between the nuclear-armed
South Asian neighbours in Jammu and
Kashmir, as well as reports developments
that could lead 10 ceasefire violations.
The observer group is headed by Major
General Per Lodin of Sweden. It
currently has 38 military observers and
73 civilian personnel. The UM has
concems about the situation in Kashmir
and continues to monitor it, Hag said
when pressed about Guterres not paying
attention o the alleged human rights

India not blocking UNMOGIP from presenting reports: UN

We've concerns about Kashmir situation’

violations there and not talking to leaders
from the two countrics." The basic point
is we have concerns about the situation in
Kashmir, We do monitor the situation,
and we have different levels of contacts
with the Governments of India and of
Pakistan, If there's anything further to
say, we'll let you know. But, at this stage,
this is one of the situations around the
world that we do monitor with concern.”
he said vesterday.Haq said that just
because the Secretary General is not
visiting the region, it does not mean he is
nol paying attention 1o the issues."He
(Secretary General) can pay attention
without necessarily visiting. Even when
he does not visit countries, though, he is
aware of the problems there, and we have
many levels of officials, including
country-level officials who are there to
deal with the various problems that
ange,” heasserted,

Govt will try to talk
to stone pelters: CM
Srinagar:Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday said that the
government will try to talk
with the youth involved in
stone-pelting.According  to
KNS Correspondent Tasadug
Rashid, talking to media
persons on the sidelines of the
function at Dak Bunglow
Anantnag. Mehbooba  said.
“The process 1o talk 1o stone
pelters that got stopped in the
past will be resumed again
and government will try fo
resolve issues  confronting
youth."She added that the
government would engage
youth involved in stone-
pelting and will also look
into the FIR's registered
againstthem.

16 civilians, 33 militants killed
in last 3 month's: JKCCS

Srinagar:Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil
Sogiety (JKCCS) on Saturday said that at least
16 civilians were killed in the past three months
of this year, According to the statement issued,
the JKCCS said, “In the first three months of
this year. at least 14 civilians have been shot
dead in firing by government forces and 2
civilians were killed by suspected
militants."The spokesman of JKCSS said that
comparing it with 2016, only seven civilians
were killed in government forees action during
the months behween Jan to Mar, "Out of the 14
civilians killed in first three months of this year,
cight have died due to firing by government
forces near the encounter sites, which is slowly
becoming a new norm of state violence in
Jammu and Kashmir, where government forees
fire upon civilian protestors near encounter
sites,” the JKCCS said. The statement reads that
the government's response towards people's
protestin Jammu and Kashmir has only become
more violent during the past year."a total of 33
militants have been killed in government forces
action which includes 18 locals, seven non-
locals, and ¢ight unknown militants,

15-day 'Tulip Festival' begins

Asia's largest Tulip Garden thrown open for public

L

Srinagar: The 15-day "Tulip Festival' kick-started at
Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden in the lap of
Zabarwan Hills here today. Spread over 600 kanals of
land. the largest Tulip Garden of the Asia with over

1.5 million flowers of more than 46 varieties was
thrown open for public. While inaugurating the
festival, Secretary Tourism, Farooq Shah, said that
this year the festival would be celebrated on the theme
of 'Bahaar-e-Kashmir'. He smd stalls from various
allied departments have been installed in the garden
for the convenience of tourists and to showease the
rich cultural heritage of the State. The added
attraction of the festival is the folk musical
programmes to enliven tourists, he added.Speaking
on the oceasion, Director Floriculiure, Gardens &
Parks, Muhammad Hussain Mir, said the festival is
meant to boost the tourism in Kashmir during which
various activities will be held w attract tourists o the
famed garden. Chairman and CEO, J&K Bank. said
that his organization is committed to the socio-
economic development of the State and would
collaborate with allied departments for the promotion
of tourism. Director Tourism Kashmir, Mchmood
Ahmad Shah, also spoke on the occasion. Apart from
enjoying the Sufi and folk music organized by the
Cultural Academy.

CcM






