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By:Saif Ali Budgami

I am sure most of you may get confused to
consider it charity or evil. And truly hard to name it
with the human conscience.

I am not against Alms or charity, however
through practical experience get shocked to see “A
brave man with a begging bowl to beg, and a
handicapped with the weighting machine to earn™.
And should be knowing that most of the times, our
Alms become injustice if handed to un-needy
knowingly.

If you need to visit Srinagar or the other
main towns in Kashmir | suggest you not be
unconscious kind and generous otherwise you will
have to return with empty pockets. That too by
your kindness encourages the evil,

Donning untidy and tattered clothes these
beggars are a common sight outside religious
shrines, shopping malls, bus stops. Schools,
Colleges, Universities, hospitals and now
commonly entering the offices to get the
employees rewarded. Apart from this, they thrive
on the streets, traffic signals, road intersection and
parks. pestering common people. Some common
voices you hear from these beggars are: Allah “ap
ki jodi ko salamat rakhay™ (May Allah bless your
couple) no matter if they are siblings or share any
other relation, again another lucrative voice is
*Kal say kuch nahi khayaa”(Haven't ecaten
anything since yesterday) Further if watching
anyone having a pen melodiously saying “Baba
Allah aap ko Exam mai Kamyaab kare™ (May you
get succeeded in your exams) even if he/she is
illiterate.

Next face is pleasant from Kashmiri
Knowledgeable brave young beggars. You ask
them why you beg as you are fit to carn? You will
receive strange reply ,Ye Che Suunat (It's
Sunnaht) the brave youth who are cream of Islam
do defame the name of Islam, quoting Holly
Hadiths and confidently order Ye che Ye-te

mujood ta-te mujood (It will benefit you here and
hercafier as well) after getting something from
house hold reply with Khuda Kare Barkath (May
you advance in business).

Coming back to another tragedy as
sympathizing with their pathetic condition is
acceptable as you cannot jump out of your skin,
but giving alms to them is like contributing to the
evolving profession, and contributing to the
business of those people who groom these young
children into begging by chopping off their limbs.
Ifwedelve into the history of this.

Even today, we get to sce that some
people getannoyed by the consistent presence and
plea of these beggars, This evil is increasing day
by day in the city, perhaps because of the
sympathetic people of Kashmir, The religious
places are enormously becoming begging centers
where a large number of beggars scattered
throughout the premises could be found, some
begging alms and others trying to regain sympathy
by making emotional appeals. We often see
children mutilated and disfigured being subjected
to begging. Most of them are from outside the
state.

Some turn away their faces. some race
their engines quickly at road signals, some roll up
their car windows, while as some pat their pockets
to look for some change and hand over a few coins
to the miserable souls in order to get rid of the
pestering and unwanted bodies, who are always
loitering around.

They have found Kashmiris more
generous then others when it comes 1o receiving
alms. Another quality which these beggars possess
is their omnipresence. Whether it is scorching sun
or biting cold or tremendous flow of rain, beggars
of every age will greet you everywhere with their
haggard looks, bruised and limbless body, cracked
and flaky face. Some who seek the same easy ways
of making monecy have gone to the extent of
rendering themselves limbless by allowing the
amputation of their healthy limbs. and move on
roller-boards. Sometimes infants are also hired

Is Begging an Evil or Backing an Evil

Quoting from my practical incidence I daily see
a Mas woul (one who collects hair and sells
small toys to children in exchange especially in
villages) who has no arms having a bag of toys
in his neck and telling children to take their
toys accordingly on amount of hair in their
hands. I am dam sure that all of us are usual of
witnessing such incidents, nevertheless a few
catch the lesson. And as responsibility this
lesson should be taught to the other brave
beggars you witness daily who are becoming
the evil for our society.

and then carried by these beggars on their
shoulders to seck the attention of passersby's. In
some cases, infants are starved and many suffer
forceful injuries as their screams would seek high
sympathy of people. In such cases many infants
give up determination and lose their precious
lives. This makes it an issue of serious concern.
With the alarming increase in the number of
beggars around the cities. another matter of
supreme concern is that it has become extremely
difficult for people to identify the genuine needy
and helpless: some who adopt it because of
extreme poverty or some who are disabled.
Simultancously, the inspirational characters are
yet to be seen. As above hinted, honestly our hearts
beat to see the most needy persons toil hard to carn
and don't let their respect loose by begging.
Almost sympathy strikes your heart to help them
and you do, but they will always refuse and
struggle hard themselves.

Quoting from my practical incidence |
daily see a Mas woul (one who collects hair and
sells small toys to children in exchange especially
in villages) who has no arms having a bag of toys
in his neck and telling children to take their toys
accordingly on amount of hair in their hands.

I am dam sure that all of us are usual of
witnessing such incidents, nevertheless a few
catch the lesson. And as responsibility this lesson
should be taught to the other brave beggars you
witness daily who are becoming the evil for our
society.

The Jammu and Kashmir Prevention of
Beggary Act, 1960, specifically states: “Any
beggar, exhibiting any sore, wound, injury,
deformity or discase to earn money is a cognizable
offence and any police officer under section 4 can
arrest the beggar without any warrant and the
offence is punishable with imprisonment for one
year to three years by summary trial.

Despite the law against begging, the evil

continues to be unabated and uncontrolled.

Author hails from Budgam Kashmir persuing M.A Palitical

Science, M.A Convergent Journalism and can be reached at
saifuly100@gmail.com
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Importance of HIJAB in Islam

Islam considers the protection of the dignity and character of women for their
happiness and sincerity. However, here we need to clarify that Islam does not
advocate that women should never be allowed to see the light of the day.

Syed Wajid Rizvi
Toall the Non-Muslims out there, who keep on
asking "why in the world Muslim women have to
wear hijab"? Here is the answer for your question

ImamAli (as) is quoted to have said:

Once we were sitting with Prophet Muhammad
(saww) when he (saww) asked: "What is the best
thing for a woman?" No one could answer his
question. | approached Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa)
and discussed the issue with her and she
immediately claimed to know the answer.
According to her, the answer was. "The best thing
for a woman is that she is protected from the sight
of strangers such that neither does she have to see
themnordo they get to see her.”

I returned to Prophet Muhammad (saww) and gave
him the answer. He (saww) asked at once, "Who
taught you this answer?" | told him that the answer
had come from Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa). Prophet
Mubammad (saww) was delighted and said:
"Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa) is my flesh and blood."

Numerous Traditions (Ahadith) have been related
regarding the personality, dignity and
responsibility of women. One Prophetic tradition
relates that once Prophet Muhammad (saww)
asked one of his companions, "When are women
closest to Allah (SWT)?" Again no one could
answer this question. Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa)
finally answered, saying: "When they are in their
home." According to excgetes, in all probability,
this answer refers to a verse from the Noble Qur'an
thatsays:

"And stay in your home and do not display vour
finery like the displaying of the ignorant of yore..."
(Noble Qur'an, 33:33)

It needs to be emphasized here that although in the
Noble Qur'an, this verse is addressed directly to
Prophet Muhammad's (saww) wives, but it is also
applicable to all Muslim women. In the same
Chapter "Al-Ahzab", Allah (SWT) says:

"O Prophet! Say to your wives and your daughters
and the women of the believers that they let down
upon them their over-garments that they may be
known, and thus they will not be given trouble: and
Allah is Forgiving, the Merciful." (Noble Qur'an,
33:59)

The above verse has discussed the philosophy of
Hijab (Islamic dress code) for women, as a kind of
protection for them from being followed, teased,
and disrespected fromevil and lustful eyes.

One day Prophet Muhammad (saw) was sitting in
the house of his daughter Hazrat Fatimah Zahra
(sa) when they heard a knock on the door. The
housemaid comes to Prophet Muhammad (saww)
and says: "Oh! Prophet of Allah (saw) your

companion Abdullah ibn Umme Magdoom (who
was blind) has come to visit you."

Prophet Muhammad (saww) immediately told the
housemaid to Iet him in. In the mean time his
daughter Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa). chief of the
women of the world and head of the women in
Paradise, gets up to go to herroom.

Prophet Muhammad (saw) questions her "Oh! My
daughter Fatima, where are you going?"

Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa) replies: "Since your
companion (Sahabi) is coming to see you | am
going tomy room to observe my Hijab from him."

Prophet Muhammad (saw) replies: "But my
daughter Fatima the companion of mine is blind
and cannot see you."

Hazrat Fatimah Zahra (sa) replies: "My father, he
cannot s¢e me but I can sce him thus I must go
inside."

This is not to say that Prophet Muhammad (saww)
was not aware of the matter but this question was
posed to inform the women, whose chief is Hazrat
Fatimah Zahra (sa), of the importance of Hijab.
And that it is not sufficient to think that we are
capable of controlling our desires and will not
think or look badly at someone. Who can say that
Nauz Billah (God Forbid) Hazrat Fatimah Zahra
(sa) could not have had such a control on herself
and yet she followed the Shariah (Islamic Law)
very strictly.

Islam considers the protection of the dignity and
character of women for their happiness and
sincerity. However, here we need to clarify that
Islam does not advocate that women should never
be allowed to see the light of the day. In fact, when
we study the life of Lady Fatimah Zahra (sa), we
find that she was very active in her personal and
social life. At the same time, she was so careful in
safeguarding her dignity and self-respect that in
spite of her activities, she never intermingled with
any strangers.

Some of our sisters come up with the excuse that
the non-believers laugh at them if they observe
Hijab and they feel degraded. They may laugh fora
little while but after some time, they will have no
choice but to respect the Muslim women observing
Hijab for their discipline and principles which
could not be shaken by their little laugh.

Letus not forget the famous phrase: He who laughs
last laughs the longest.

A Muslim sister lives for the future and not for the
day: we can all look forward to be in Heaven for
believing and obeying Allah (SWT).

Hijab is one of the commandments of Allah
(SWT). The Holy Prophet Muhammad (saww)
said that those women who do not observe proper

Hijab arc blatantly defying the commandment of
Allah (SWT). Ahlul Bayt (as) suffered hardships
and offered unparalleled sacrifices to bring
original Islam to us. Discarding Hijab puts their
sacrifices in vain. And the pleasure of Allah (SWT)
is the greatest bliss. But for those who disobeyed,
what punishment is awaiting them but Hell-Fire
Let's see the social benefits of wearing hijab:
1. The woman who wears hijab and a
woman who doesn't wear hijab is like the two
sweets one is packed and the other is opened, flies
hovers around the sweet that is open rather than the
sweet that is packed. The women who wears hijab
attracts less attention of lustful cyes than the
woman walking open.
2. Hijab begets in the women a sense of
confidence that they are safe and so they appear
strong, because they are the believing women.
3. These women are looked upon with
respect in the society. People will not treat her like
a product for fulfilling their evil desires. She will
be safe and comfortable when she steps out of her
house.
4. Hair is the thing that attracts most men,
covering your hair means you are losing the chance
to attract men, and we all know attraction to
physical beauty is not love but attraction to the
characteris the true love.
5. Hijab will remind the practicing women
to be modest. She will keep away from people and
things, etc which might take herto the wrong path.
Now let’s have a look over the scientific benefits
too
1. Wearing of hijab protects the heat from
the body being lost. Results of medical test show
that 40- 60% heat is lost through head so wearing a
head covering in cold months is very important
from health perspective.
2. 2.Protecting of head is cven more
important in warm weather. V.G. Rocine, a
prominent brain research specialist, has found that
Brain Phosphorus melts at 108 degrees; a
temperature that can be casily reached if one stays
under the hot sun for any length of time without a
head covering. When this happens, irreversible
brain damage, memory loss and loss of some brain
functions canresult,
3. A head covering is very important for
hygienic purpose t0o. Even workers in a number of
professions wear a head covering- nurses, fast food
workers, factory workers, restaurant workers and
servers, doctors, health care providers and many
more.
4. Hijab protects the hair from dust and
direct exposure to sunlight that may damage the
hair.
Syed Wajid Rizvi is persuing BA.LLB at Vitasta School
of law & Humanities Nowgam Bye pass Srinagar and
can be reached at Wajidrizvi9a gmail.com
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Subhan Allah!Kashir

These Kashmiris are no terrorists but
rather common human beings who not
only respect their guests but also
worshipped them, like rest of the
country.People there are polite,
compassionate and honest in their affairs.
As they say there is always a hope!

Manjot Singh Kohli

Seen the roads turning, seen the dawn breaking,
seen the mountains trimming and scen the
opinions changing. When the wander scare turned
into wanderlust! And I never wanted to come back
from the paradise! It's an uncase to even think
about how hypocritically a scenario is put in the
sight which has nothing to do with the reality most
of the time! Or in other words the black shade of
the moon is so much blared about and condemned
that the glow and charm of the same is always
ignored like it never existed

Meeting people of every opinion for sure
broadened my perspective of what they call hell
streets and what I call as heaven lanes. There was a
time when Kashmir was the last place | wanted to
travel in the world. The image was such of
savagery and immorality. Not that everything
thing is flowery, but for sure it's less thorny as it is
portrayed. [ had always believed it to be an exotic
place that would reveal me to horrors of humanity.
My views about Kashmir only changed after my
recent travel experience. Meeting a few people
was all it took to make me see the actual picture of
this blessed place.As I reached there I realized that
I had carried a cocoon view of Kashmir for years.
Kashmir, as 1 can say now, is not remotely like
what it is portrayed. The reputation of a Heavenly
abode of peace and love is falsified to such an
extent that It creates an air of prejudice over
Kashmir. Few of the 'adventurous' travelers that
visit India are drawn towards Kashmir by its
scenic beauty, while rest of them are left behind,
clutched by the thought of horrors they Will have
to face in Kashmir. The fault is not mine or of those
“unadventurous™ travelers but instead the fault
lies in mere portrayal of Kashmir. *Art” which is
considered as a reflection of society fails to reflect
Kashmir as it is. Instead of showing the 'reality’ or
'the positive aspects' of Kashmir as well, these
artists tend to focus only on the negative aspects of
Kashmir.

According to what the very wise peace
lover Farooq Renzu Shah, Chairman Kashmir
Socicty says, every religion teaches love,
harmony, peace, unity. but at the same time,
regardless of what religion we are talking about
there is an essence of hatred and war (When
needed. But a war is a war) which is preached by
calling it different names. Some call it “Dharam
Yudh” and some call it “Jihad”. No matter what
name it is called by, we see blood! But the most
disappointing part is that this minor hate teaching
attracts the majority and hence is given a reason to
be the centre of attention when it is preached! In
his opinion the only way of getting through this
rusty phase is humanity and love for humans!

Tahir Syeed Media Analyst in CM office
who welcomed me with a coffee meeting said that
prolonged protests are self destruction. He even
said that totally are ignored the kind of provisions
India has continuously been providing to
Kashmiris regardless of what aspect we talk about
and one big shade is education. But then we cannot
ignore that fact that we need to understand the
choice of accepting comfort

As an activist my veins say that there are
other trodden issues that must be caught in the
valley that are totally being ignored and need
immediate attention. In this aspect another peace
lover in the strain. Sajid Yousuf Shah a Law
student in Kashmir University says it is a little
doubtful to figure out if what India is providing us
with would be affordable for any other nation who
is favored by some. According to him violence has
never been a solution to anything and it
disheartens him to see his own brothers having
blood thirst for their own folks. Being a Muslim he
added on explaining to me a few teachings of
Quran and Holy Prophet (Pbuh) says that killing a
person is killing the whole humanity. He also told
me that the Holy Prophet (Pbuh) has always taught
to pickup even a mare pebble which might end up
giving a bruise to someone walking on the road,
then where does these rebellious terms of stone

pelting has come from?

Clearly , a few in number but much in
effect, politicians are trying to enjoy the prolonged
luxury of the confliction phasc of Kashmir who
would never pick up arms but would always
murder the conscience of the young and innocents
making them a shoulder to fire from. When these
young minds should totally devote themselves
toward the serving of the society by gaining all the
academicals benefit and outshining at them, they
are busy in painting Kashmir with blood!

I wonder where this favor of bloodshed is
coming from when even the Shikara wala bhaiya
invited me for Eid party very modestly to his
house in Dal! The much talked of word
'Kashmiriyat' is nothing more than common
people of Kashmir showing love towards their
land and an unforgettable warm hospitality.
Portrayed as Militants, these people following
Kashmiriyat are¢ nothing more than common
human beings secking for rights on their lands,
which are constantly stuck in between the
conflicts of India and Pakistan. These Kashmiris
are no terrorists but rather common human beings
who not only respect their guests but also
worshipped them, like rest of the country. People
there are polite, compassionate and honest in their
affairs. As they say there is always a hope! A hope
to see a Kashmir about what no one talks about
killing the other humans or throwing bombs at
places, rather they talk of love, happiness and
dedication towards their land but yes you can sce
death of conscience there. People have lost their
reasons and ability to find ways and choose the
right direction! They are blindly proud of their
land, who wouldn't be if they owned heaven!! A
hope to actually have a logical reason behind
every move these brains make! A hope to see the
sense of conscience coming back! A hope to soon
see Kashmir turning out to be Subhan Allah
Kashir!

Author hails from Jammu region of J&K is a
Social worker and Human rights activist.
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The eye of love is in search
of the living heart;hunting for carriof
does not befit up to the royal hawk

PM Modi's visit to Israel hurt Indians:Bhim Singh

L2 NSl
New Delhi:Prof.Bhim Singh. Chief
Patron of National Panthers Party &
expert on the history of creation of
Zionist State of Isracl and its
legitimacy expressed serious concern
on the deliberate failure of Shri
Narendra Modi, the Indian Prime
Minister (presently in Israel) to take
up the strong issues relating to Isracl
and Palestine problem threatening the
world peace that can plunge the whole
world into war as it had happened
carlier. Prof.Bhim Singh questioned
Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi about his real intention/mission
to visit the Zionist State (a divided
zone of Palestine) without touching
Palestine being the first Indian Prime

Minister to visit a splinter State of’

Palestine called Isracl.

Prof.Bhim Singh questioned Prime
Minister Modi to let the entire country
know what was his mission to visit
Israel, ignoring India's centuries old
friend, Palestine. How much his visit
cost and how many Indian Jews he
called on? Why he failed to visit
Beersheba, a small District in Isracl
where majority of the Indian Jews
have been residing in pain and even
under nourished. Prof.Bhim Singh
had called on the protesting Indian
Jews in Beersheba (Israel) in 1971
during his world tour on peace
mission. He had also mentioned the
plight of the Indian Jews which he
said continues to be the same. The
Indian Jews have been treated as
cleaners and still their condition is the
same, Nota single office is held by the
Indian Jews in the entire Jewish
society in Israel. There is not a single
Indian Jews holding any responsible
rank in the Jewish Army in Isracl.
This was the situation when he visited
Isracl and it continues 10 be the same

ceven today. Bhim Singh said with all
responsibilitics. Why Prime Minister
addressed the so-called gathering of
the Indian Diaspora Jews in Tel-Aviv
and not in Beersheba?

Prof.Bhim Singh said that so-called
seven agreements signed by the
Indian Prime Minister with his
counter part Benjamin Netanyahu in
Tel-Aviv do not mean anything for the
benefit of Indian people. farmers,
working class even for the scientists
and researchers in India. He
questioned Prime Minister's
statement asking Shri Modi what kind
of mutual benefit the Indian farmers
shall gain from his agreement with
Isracl out of the so-called Innovation
Fund worth USD 40 millions.

Prof.Bhim Singh said that India is a
leading country in the world which
has been pursuing peaceful efforts to
ensure that nuclear bombs are banned
and there shall be peaceful co-
existence among the nations in the
world. He questioned complete
silence of Shri Narendra Modi, the

Indian Prime Minister hailing from
the birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi
that what kind of message he is
carrying for the people of Palestine
who have been squeezed to the
bottom by Isracl with the support of
Anglo-American Bloc right since the
illegal creation of Israel since 1948?
What message Shri Modi ji carried for
the great people of Palestine who
have been suffering for centuries and
now under the illegal occupation of
Israel (illegal occupation of the land
of Palestine has been announced by
the United Nations in its Resolution
242) in 1965 when Israel illegally,
forcibly and in utter violation of all
International Laws took over control
of entire land of peace, the land of
Prophets. Prof.Bhim Singh asked Shri
Modi ji could he pronounced his
judgment on the declaration of
Mahatma Gandhi in 1935—Palestine
belongs to the Palestinians in the
same way as England belongs to the
English and France to the French,

Prof.Bhim Singh called the historians
to announce their decision in GEO-

We thank Imam Khamenei for supporting Kashmir Resistance:Syed Al Geelani

Srinagar: Welcoming Iran's supreme leader
Ayatollah Syed Ali Khamenei's statement,
chairman Huriyat Conference, Syed Ali Geelani
termed as timely and pragmatic.

In a statement to Wilayat Times, Veteran
Hurriyat Leader Syed Ali Geelani thanked Iran's
supreme religious leader and expressed his
satisfaction for supporting the people of Jammu

and Kashmir in their struggle for freedom.

Geelani in his appeal to international
community, institutions and influential
personalities urged to use their influence and
asked to support people of J&K in their struggle
against forced occupation.

Iran being a country based on Islamic
ideology, said Geelani and added, we hope that
this country will support our cause likewise they
provide their support to Palestinian people. Syed
Ali Geelani said that Iran's revolutionary leader
Imam Khomeini (r.a) always followed a straight
forward policy and supported our mission,

These two issues are very much similar,
said Geelani, while referring to Kashmir and
Palestinian and added that these issues are too
sensitive and related to whole Muslim Ummah,

The religious places are desecrated and a
planned genocide is being carried in both
Kashmir and Palestine, said Syed Ali Geelani.

Geelani said that unless these two issues
are resolved according to people's aspirations and
expectations, the uncertain situation and
instability will continue to haunt people living in
Muslim world.

Iran has a leading role to play and they
can be of great help to generate a consensus and
public opinion against mass killings in these two
regions, said Geelani.

Urging Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan to
forge a regional alliance, Geelani said that it will
solve various complicated issues and will help in
building the era of peace, prosperity and
development in region and added that it will
create an atmosphere for resolving the issue
related to Kashmir, Palestinian and Muslim
world,

Geelani said that considering his high

caliber & stature, Ayatollah Khamenei can prove | X

of great help as a facilitator in this regard.
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