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Feminism:Women are not commodities

As Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Leader of the Islamic Revolution said:

“Men and women are no different when it comes to ascendance of spiritual
positions, the power of leadership, and the capability to lead humankind.

By Catherine Shakdam
Hat makers must have seen their bottom lines
explode this Sunday ... I'm just wondering how
many neoliberals and hardline feminists are
cating their hats right now over Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei's latest comments on women, and
women's role within society.

For all the many experts, commentators
and otherwise labelled pundits to have hurled
scathing criticism at the Islamic Republic of Iran
and its Leadership, on account it is backward in
thinking, Ayatollah Khamenei's discourse on
equality, and the manipulation that is uber-gender
equality must have thrown a serious spanner in
the work.

While I will not pretend to have anything
to add to Ayatollah Khamenei's comments, all
most of us can do is quietly nod in acceptance and
learn our place somewhere down the intellectual
food chain, I will attempt - emphasis on attempt,
to offer some context to the subject.

Why the long disclaimer? Well ... I
would not want well-to-do peers of mine to
misconstrue my little analysis and pass it on as a
covert attempt to promote a Western agenda.
Anyway...

WOMEN! Empires have fought over
them, movements were inspired by them, and
civilizations were raised by their words and the
strength of their arms. Call me bias but yes
women matter and their role has not been
negligible.

If I recall correctly it was the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) who once said that if not for
Khadija and Imam Ali Islam would never have
survived. Women, we would do well to remember
are in no way lesser than men - not in their
religion, not in their station, and certainly not in
their ability to serve. Whether as mothers,

daughters, sisters, friends, wives or anything else
in between, women are who they are and their
worth should not be open to debate or tied to some
temporal criteria.

Why argue equality when men and
women are so clearly different? And who said that
“different” automatically implies that one must
be inherently better? What about we stop defining
ourselves against others to embrace instead who
weare, and what we could be if only we tried?

Is it backward to posit that men and
women have different rights and obligations by
the very nature of their differences? And if so,
how so0?

What is the argument behind feminism if not to
deny women their gender to better transform
them into commodities?

Why can't women be offered the courtesy
of their own choices and freedom? Why does
society insist on defining women's role in society,
when it should call on women to define their own
reality? Islam came to liberate women at a time
when women were objects to be traded off,
disposed of, owned and abused ...

Very little has changed over the
centuries!! And while different countries and
different traditions may have put a different spin
on it, while they may have argued religious
criteria or the disappear of religions altogether,
women have always been left holding the short
end of the stick.

Women are more than hyper-active
feminists dressed as pink bonbons screaming
they can do it like a dude! Women are more than
caretakers! Women are more than the definitions
the West has given them or what Wahhabist Saudi
Arabia has reduced them to ... Women were born
free! Women were honored by God to rise as
mothers and see Heaven laid at their feet.

And if indeed you must label and use

adjectives then label those women who sit above
the fray and inspire us to be better ... define
feminism by those standards set by our Ladies for
they have earned their place.

As Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
Leader of the Islamic Revolution said: “Men and
women are no different when it comes to
ascendance of spiritual positions, the power of
leadership, and the capability to lead
humankind.”

And: “*Making women a commodity and
an object of gratification in the Western world is
most likely among Zionist plots aiming to destroy
the society ...Today. Western thinkers and those
who pursue issues such as gender equality regret
the corruption which it has broughtabout.”

Why feminism? Why do we need again
to define in exclusion when Islam taught us to
embrace who we are and live according to the
Word set forth?

I will say it again and this time | hope my words
will sink somechow: women nced not to be
defined when God made them free.

Women are just as capable of excellence
as men are - only differently. Can we compare
Imam Hussain's stand in Karbala to that of Lady
Zaynab at Yazid's court? I'm hoping that none will
be as foolish as attempt to weigh the two and
decide which is worthier of praise.

Both actions were the expression of piety
and devotion to God. Both were extraordinary on
their own merit, and both had a wisdom we can
only ever dream to grasp fully. Both those
characters were born from the same light, and
both exuded the same love - why see gender when
all there was to see was beauty.

Let's not lose ourselves in terminology ...

Catherine Shakdam is a political analyst, writer and commentator for the
Middle East with a special focws on radical movements. The Dircctor of
Programs at the Shafagna Instinee for Meddle E

also the co-founder of Veritas Consulting. (Via Khamenct ir)
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Start rigorous awareness campaign on Blue
Whale suicide game: Edu deptt to school Heads

“Parents should not allow children to play hazardous online games”

Srinagar: The government has issued advisory to all
the schools in the state following an alert by Police's
intelligence wing (CID) to prevent them from the
social media 'Blue Whale' suicide game and has
directed the schools heads to start counseling
among students.Secretary School Education
Farooq Ahmad Shah told KNS that the department
has issued an advisory to all the schools heads after
the alert by the CID."*We have directed all the heads
of the schools to counsel students and inform
parents not to allow their children to use mobile
phones and social media to lay hazardous games,”
Shah told KNS.*We are involving officials, parents
and civil society to educate the students about the
potential hazards of the 'Blue Whale' attacks,” he
said.Meanwhile, following the direction, Director
School education Kashmir, Dr G N Itoo has issued a
notice to all the school heads.A copy of which is
lying with KNS reads “... You are requested to
kindly issue immediate necessary instructions to

the Heads of the Institutions so that rigorous
awareness campaign is launched in order to prevent
such activities,” Itoo wrote to all CEOs of the
region.According to media reports, 200 to 250
cases of stimulated suicide have been reported
across the world, including three suspected cases in
India.ON August 14, IGP CID Abdul Gani Mir had
issued an alert to the Education department against
possibility of the young teenage students falling in
the trap of online provocateurs."The Blue
Whale—a suicide game, is getting popular among
social media users, especially teenagers through
different social media platforms. Blue Whale is a
twisted suicide challenge that appears to prod
vulnerable teens into killing themselves,” Mir
said."The horrifying dangerous game has been
linked to hundreds of teen deaths across the globe
and it has already made inroads into India having a
large population of social media users. The game is
played via many social media platforms,” the IGP

said in the alert."It is being said that the game can
reach a young teenager on social media sites if they
endorse certain hashtags and get involved in some
groups. When the player signs up for the game, she
or he is assigned an administrator who provides
them with a daily task of which they must send
photographic proof of completion,” the IGP
said.The IGP said that since Jammu and Kashmir
has a broader social media base comprising
majority of teenagers who are more vulnerable and
prone to such traps, it is advised that the
Department of Education may be asked to impart
awareness and knowledge of such fatal social
media traps to students.

“The children should be advised not to
follow the crowd and not feel pressured into doing
anything that makes them feel unsafe. Parents
should also be advised to talk to their children,
counsel them to prevent any untoward incident,”
the IGPsaid.

SHAHEED
MOHSIN HOJAJI

The defender of humanity
Martyr Mohsin Hujaji..
You are the one who shines
in the sky brighter than
Sun....

It's you who is ruling the
hearts & Minds of everyone...
Your scared blood gave the

with

Srinagar:Cementing

various base”
organizations and

JK Bank to have institutional
business tie-ups in J&K:Chairman

increase profitability and suitable to the clientele, a

further its relationship also augment our business spokesman for the bank

quoted the CEO saying.
“From basic

LJP Leader Sanjay Saraf
bats for Article 35-A
Srinagar:Welcoming the outreach of
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi to
the people of Jammu & Kashmir,
National spokesperson and National
Youth President of Lok Jan Shakti
Party Mr.Sanjay Saraf'said thatitis the

color of pinkness to the
skies..
Your martyrdom made
everyone cry....
The Yazidis mercilessly

martyred you with cruelty and

inhumanity....

But oh the Martyr of Hussain

(a.s) You showed the real
Hussaini character...

Your murderers displayed the

true Yazidi character....

You sowed the seeds of
revolution

Your supreme sacrifice

awakened a whole generation

Your supreme sacrifice for
humanity
Won't b ever forgotten...
Surely You stand against
falsehood
Indisputably you are the
solider of Mahdi (atfs).
Definitely you are the real
disciple of Khamenei.

By:Sharafat Parvaiz
Nowlari Pattan

institutions, J&K Bank is
in the process of executing
business tie-ups through
memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
with most of the
government, semi
government and other
institutions of the
state*We are a
commercial organisation
and a responsible
corporate citizen,” Bank
Chairman and CEO
Parvez Ahmed said. “It
makes immense sense for
us to enhance our reach
within the state to extend
more convenience and
relief to the customers
through our tailor-made
products and services. It
will simultancously

Inthis regard, the bank has
embarked on an ambitious
journey to transform the
personalized relations
with its clients into strong
institutional and business
partnerships. These
partnerships shall result in
data integration between
the organizations, which
is the basic enabler for any
cffective customization of
services and products

banking products to
doorstep financial
services and digital
banking, all the products
shall be tailored
specifically according to
the needs of our current
and prospective
customers. In this regard,
the first such business tie-
up has been done with the
police department™, he
added.

Notably, the
signing of MoU with the
Police Department
yesterday was the first of
such engagements in this
progressive journey of
transforming
relationships into long-
term business
partnerships.

positive development, though in
continuation to a series of
development oriented program of PM
since the people of J&K require a
healing to their wounds before the new
era of peace and tranquility sets
in.While addressing the press
conference at Srinagar Sanjay Saraf
said history reveals that when in 1949,
the Indian constituent assembly which
was entrusted with the task of framing
the constitution and was coming to
conclude its task, a large number of
Indian states with the exception of
State of J&K had been represented in
the said constituent Assembly.This
shows that from the very beginning the
Union Constitution was never
intended to be applied to the state of
J&K which was presumed to have a
separate Constitution for its internal
administration .
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