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Yoice of Islamic World Ior Muslims ol Myanmar

OH! My dear beloved oppressed
people remember whenever the feeling
of grave oppression arises, remember
the journey of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) to where and how he had
spread Islam today. Remember the
journeys of all the Prophets before
him, how some of them nearly died.
Remember that some of them never

had followers.
By: Saif Ali Budgami

The continuous mass killing of Rohungiya Muslims
of Myanmar have raised important questions about
the role of Muslim leaders in shaping a responsible
discourse of resistance to oppression and injustice.
Let me examine some of the issues that have been
raised in this regard and will consider the question,
what kind of leadership do Muslims need in the face
of oppression? In particular, I will consider the role
of Muslims especially living in Muslim majority
countries in the context of world events following
the continuous Muslim genocide globally. May it be
Myanmar, Kashmir, Palestine, Syria,
Nigeria,Bahrian Yemen etc. acknowledge that since
Muslim leadership must be responsive to events,
this question cannot be answered completely in
isolation of specific circumstances. The appropriate

response will necessarily depend on the nature of

the threat. At the same time, will stress that any truly
appropriate response must be firmly rooted in faith.
A faith-based response is one that recognizes the
omniscience of Allah and the limits of human
understanding. Faith urgently demands that we
recognize the omnipotence of Allah | and the limits
of human authority. Finally, faith demands that we
acknowledge the absolute accountability of each
individual before Allah, and that communal
solidarity should never impede honest self-
criticism, nor should it lead to injustice against other
groups as being watched for some years in the
Islamic world.

Islam is not the causc of oppression, rather
the expectations of societal norms that curb one's
ability to practice Islam correctly is what is truly
oppressive. The Muslim world talks about
oppressionall the time.

Muslims in Muslim-minority countries
often feel oppressed when having to deal with
discriminatory practices. Muslims in Muslim-
majority countries face oppression in other forms
through challenging governmental policies or
occupation by other nationals whether Muslim or
non-Muslim.

“And what is wrong with you that you fight
not in the Cause of Allah, and for those weak, ill-
treated and oppressed among men, women, and
children, whose cry is: “Our Lord! Rescue us from
this town whose people are oppressors; and raise for
us from You one who will protect, and raise for us
from You one who will help.” [004:075: Al Quran]”
Before, let me remind you the event of 9/11 attack

within hours of Muslim leaders internationally
including the Chief Mufti of Saudi Arabia and the
leaders of all major Islamic organizations in the
United States, issued strong statements denouncing
the attacks a: ful and illegal. Almost all the major
News channels and newspapers had the highlighted
headlines. But woe be the countries which claim to
be the Islamic, didn't even accepted the reality of
Muslim Genocide of Myanmar, like the
Government of Bangladesh, followed by the
comments from Indian National BJP lcader, so
called Muslim Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi who openly
refused to place the oppressed Muslims of
Myanmar.

At the same time, many other so called
Muslim leaders have not felt comfortable with
response to the acts of terrorism, in Myanmar by
Buddhist terrorists. They have surely become the
puppets of killers who support them in one way or
the other. But they are surely equal in oppression to
the Muslims of Myanmar. I get astonished to see a
Muslim (Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi) BJP party Leader
in India rejecting the placements of Rohungiya
Muslims. Apprehensive that it will lead to further
interventions in Muslim lands that will only
increase the suffering of ordinary people.

Likewise some responsible leaders blame
these Rohungiya Muslims back for being the late
illegal immigrant terrorists, to secure themsclves
from raising voice in front of some Zionist
governments like India's running under the Shadow
of RSS.

I am sure for those especially in Kashmir
who laugh today and stay back from helping the
oppressed Rohungiya Muslims of Myanmar.
Tomorrow world will laugh at us when we will be
treated like Rohungiya Muslims of Myanmar. How
lucky are they shouting under the edge of sword
“LAILAHAILLAALLAH" being slaughtered and
burned down to martyrdom. And how sinful are we
to enjoy them being shouted “Oh the Muslims of
world help us for God's Sake™ Is this our fault to be
Muslims. Alas! What response they get from so
called Muslim lady (Sheikh Hanscena of
Bangladesh).

Simultancously appreciate the governance
of some countries who suddenly bounced on the
terrorist government of Myanmar, like Turkey and
Iran. Almost relaxed the oppressed to case.

In addition, it is perceived that India
contributes to aggression against Muslims of
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Myanmar indeed, enormous financial and military
support has continued. It seems that, any Muslim
resistance to Myanmar is termed “terrorism,” but
when witnessing the Buddhist terrorists
slaughtering the Muslims brutally, lavishly call
their actions 'Religious Worship' and is responded to
with overwhelming force. The result is the
Rohungiya Muslims themselves are increasingly
showing less restraint in the force they employ to
defend their families and homes.

Therefore go ahead to stand strong on their
faith. And What we learn from the Prophet's
example is that Muslims are required to help the
oppressed within the limits of authority they
Poss Thus, Muslims internationally must
demonstrate their empathy with oppressed brethren
of Myanmar through prayer and encouragement
clse more to contribute the oppressed community.
We must use our legal rights to free speech to
publicize the oppressors and shame them. The
Myanmar Government similar to India v has a long
history of indirect Anti-Islamic resistances. And
some Muslims too, have supported resistance
movements with words and, in some cases, with
money. What is of primary importance is that we
ensure that our “help” does not in fact increase
oppression.

Your friend is only Allah and His
Messenger and those who believe: those who
perform prayer and give the alms, and bow. (Surah
al-Maidah 5)

Further, Allah in many verses of the Holly
Quran states that believers are guardians of cach
other. The word "guardian™  means friend,
protector, helper and supporter. According to this,
fellow Muslims are obligated to acquire each other
as friends, defend each other and support each other,
because this is acommand of Allah to them.

At the end I give message of sympathy to
the Muslims of Myanmar and all the oppressed
Muslims of the world.

“OH! My dear beloved oppressed people
remember whenever the feeling of grave oppression
arises, remember the journey of Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) to where and how he had spread
Islam today. Remember the journeys of all the
Prophets before him, how some of them nearly died.
Remember that some of them never had followers.

Author hails from Budgam Kashmir and can be contacted
at Saifalyl 00@gmail.com
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I have close friendships with many
Sunni scholars: Imam Khamenei

Before the Islamic Republic

had been established,

brothers, the luminaries of the
movement and the luminaries
of the revolutionary battle of
those days, were making efforts
to create unity between Shia
and Sunni Muslims.

WILAYAT TIMES

The enemies of the Islamic Republic, the enemies of
Islam, the enemies of the regional nations-- who are
looting, attacking, and taking advantage of the
regional nations and interfering in their affairs--
have realized that if the Iranian nation can present
itself as a standard by relying on its advances, its
scientific progress, its technological progress and
its powerful diplomatic presence, other nations will
follow it. Therefore, they want to prevent this from
happening: they want to foment discord.

Religious differences, like the Shia-Sunni
issue and other such issues, have always been used
by the enemies of Islamic nations to foment discord.
They use this (religious differences) as a weapon to
create conflicts, to foment discord. They turn
brother against brother; they magnify their
differences and brush aside common interests and

our

unifying factors. They magnify insignificant
differences; while they undermine all the things that
Shia and Sunni have in common: these are the
methods that they have always been using.

The Islamic Republic has stood up to this
plot since day one, and the reason being is that we do
not take their interests into consideration: this is our
belief. Before the Islamic Republic had been
established, our brothers, the luminaries of the
movement and the luminaries of the revolutionary
battle of those days, were making efforts to create
unity between Shia and Sunni Muslims. They
worked towards unity at a time when the Islamic
government and the Islamic Republic were not even
discussed. I myself had been exiled to Sistan and
Baluchestan Province, and since those days I've
been friends with Hanafi Sunni scholars from cities

Chabahar, Saravan and Zahedan. | have been in
contact with brothers who are living today, and we
remain close friends. While I was living in exile
there, governmental organizations would not let us
engage in any activities; nonetheless, we decided to
do something to exhibit a sign of Shia-Sunni unity
in the city. The idea of Unity Weck--the birth
anniversary of the Holy Prophet (sawas), which is
on the 12th of Rabi al-Awwal according to Sunni
scholars and the 17th of Rabi al-Awwal according to
Shia scholars--came to mind, and we implemented
itin Iranshahr: we celebrated from 12th to the 17th
of Rabi al-Awwal. This took deep consideration and
was not a recent innovation (Unity week continues
to be celebrated today, its message has spread
throughout the world)

of Sistan and Baluchestan Province: Iranshal

i, Oct 17, 2011
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The Deafening Silence o

JITAMANYU SAHOO AND SYED MUJATABA HUSSAIN
Of the various reasons to emerge from the Gorakhpur
catastrophe, perhaps the horrifying has been the
disruption of 'oxygen supply' on August 10, the team of
Indian Medical Association has confirmed. The
horrible deaths of more than 60 children waiting and
waiting for oxygen to be piped in mirrors the agony of
our Health Care system
Our health care system has miserably failed our
children again. The Gorakhpur incident have followed
the same pattern of ordering enquiry, submission of
inquiry reports, fixing individual responsibility and
payment of compensation to the victims family. This
pattern has become a norm in our dysfunctional health
care system were the breath of our children is silenced
by the structural flaws of our institutions.

The despair and disparity in our medical institutions,
marginalises the poor and renders them invisible. The
poor's economic buying power allows them access

vices
for poor are earmarked as poor services'. The
indifference and coldness to provide standard

only to the public health care system where 'ser

healthcare service is gripping our public health care
institutions. The ideology of care which is a moral and
legal obligation has been replaced by contractual
engagements.

The Gorakhpur tragedy has brought us back to the
question on the role of the State in providing basic
curative and preventive care to the public. As Pratap
Bhanu Mchta laments that our children are “fated to
die because in this republic our prioritics have gone
awry. The crisis in India's health system is not the
biggest secretin the world”. Pummelling the crisis will
certainly assuage our anger of what happened in
Gorakhpur. But we need to collectively channel our
anger in rooting out the evils that beholds our health
caresystem.

The political chiding over the deaths of innocent

Gorakhpur

children has taken its course as usual. However,
charting the intersection of the need for robust
healthcare especially among poor and the existence of
unequipped and unprepared medical infrastructure
meeting this needs have been a peripheral issue. The

presence of such as wi 1 in the
horrors of Gorapkhpur threatens both the State and
medical institutions administered by the State.

Even after 70 years of freedom we need to ask where
do we stand today. The possibility of viewing and

assessing reality through different vantage points is

alarming. However, the concept of care needs to be re-
articulated to re-think healthcare. The incorporation of
care cthics into our systemic functioning of public
healthcare institutions would be a step towards
redemption.

Both the writers J are working as Junior Legal and
Research Consultant with the National Human Rights
Commission. Views are personal.
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Described as the Palestine of Asia by the
UN, the Rohingya Muslim community
in Myanmar is currently going through
an unutterable ordeal at the hands of the
Rakhine extremist Buddhists in Arakan
who are targeting the Muslim minority
with the worst form of religious
cleansing.

Ethnic cleansing is rife in Myanmar and
is turning into a human tragedy of
colossal proportions. A confidential
United Nations report dated May 29,
2011 and marked “Not for Public
Citation or Distribution™, defines ethnic
cleansing as a ‘“purposeful policy
designed by one ethnic or religious
group to remove by violent and terror-
inspiring means the civilian population
of another ethnic or religious group
from certain geographic arcas.”

What is happening in Myanmar to the
Rohingya Muslims violates
international laws and is to be
categorized as crime against humanity.
Unfortunately, the Myanmar peace
prize laurcate Aung San Suu Kyi has
turned a blind eye and a deaf car to the
plight of the Rohingya Muslims. Maybe
she has forgotten her own words on
democracy and human rights that, “The
struggle for democracy and human
rights in Burma is a struggle for life and
dignity.”

Reportedly, the settlement of the
Rohingya Muslims in this region dates
back to the cighth century. However, in
the seventies, the junta embarked on a
systematic program of religious
cleansing of the Rohingya Muslims who
are denied their basic rights, i.e. the right
to freedom of movement, marriage,
faith, identity, ownership, language,
heritage and culture, citizenship,
education etc. Deplorable as it is, the
Muslims in Myanmar are among the
most persecuted minorities in the world
according to UN,
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Myanmar

Ethnic Cleansing:Crime
against Humanity

Srinagar

According to reports, 650 of nearly one
million Rohingya Muslims have been
murdered as of June 28. On the other
hand, 1,200 others are missing and
90,000 more have been displaced. nowa
days more than 3000 were killed,
hundreds were raped and 84000 have
leaved their birth places. US
photographer Greg Constantine has
recently released a book of black and
white photography titled “Exiled to
Nowhere: Burma's Rohingya.” He
believes that “One of the things that is
lost in the discussions of the issues of
statelessness—particularly with the
Rohingya—are human stories.™

He relates the story of 20-year-old
Kashida who had to “flee to Bangladesh
with her husband. The Burmese
authorities had denied her permission to
get married, but when they discovered
she had married in secret and was
pregnant they took away all her family's
money and cows and goats. They forced
Kashida to have an abortion, telling her:
“This is not your country: you don't
have the right to reproduce here.”

The dire humanitarian crisis has already
begun to assume tragic proportions and
Muslims and non-Muslims alike are
beginning to respond with perturbation
and fear.

Iran's Foreign Ministry has called for
end to violence in Myanmar. “It is
expected that the Myanmar government
will prepare the ground for solidarity,
national unity and asserting the rights of
Muslims in the country and that it will
avert violence and a human catastrophe
in this regard,” Iran Forcign Ministry

Spok Ramin Mel said.

Iranian lawmaker has suggested that the
Islamic Republic of Iran should call on
the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation to hold an ad hoc meeting
concerning the Muslim massacre in
Myanmar.

Also, the president of India's Jamiat
Ulma-i-Hind has voiced concern about
the massacre, calling for an end to the
humanitarian crisis in the country.
Maulana Syed Arshad Madani lashed
out at the Myanmar government for
being indifferent to the massacre of
Muslims by extremist Buddhists. He

also criticized the silence of the
international community and human
rights organizations across the world
about this humanitarian tragedy.
The International Union for Muslim
Scholars (IUMS) has strongly

condemned the brutal massacre
perpetrated against the Rohingya
Muslims and has demanded that the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) take necessary and urgent steps to
prevent religious cleaning and these
crimes against humanity in this region.
The statement reads, “The IUMS is
reviewing in all concern what has
befallen the Muslims in the Muslim
region of Arakan, Burma, of fierce
killing, displacement and persecution
since a long time, not to mention
displacement of them, and demolition
of their homes, properties and mosques
at the hands of the religious extremists
in the Buddhist community.

Unfortunately, the Buddhist
government acts as a bystander in face
of the heinous massacres escalating day
after day against the Muslim minoritics
in the country. The numbers of
casualties, in the attacks that are
considered the most ferocious in the
history of targeting the Muslims in
Burma, are countless.™

In view of the ongoing inhumane
violations in Myanmar, the US and its
western allies, which keep pontificating
about human rights in the world, have
feigned ignorance about this
humanitarian catastrophe. Why?
Because they will not be able to reap any
benefits of their future efforts in the
country as they do in the Middle East
and elsewhere. To crown itall, they have
kept an agonizingly meaningful silence
over the massacre. It is certainly
incumbent upon every person who cares
about human dignity to fly in the face of
this inhumanity and give a helping hand
to the downtrodden Myanmar Muslims.

As the great Persian poet Sa'di says,

“Human beings are members of a whole,
In creation of one essence and soul.
If one member is afflicted with pain,
Other members uneasy will remain.

If you've no sympathy for human pain,

The name of human you cannot retain!"
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NC will always
safeguard J&Ks

interests: Sagar
Srinagar:National
Conference on Friday
reiterated its commitment to
protect J&K's Special Status
and safeguarding the unique
political and cultural identity
that forms the basis of the
State's relationship with the
rest of the country.
Addressing party leaders and
office bearers at the monthly
Provincial Committee
Meeting held at Party Head
Office, 'Nawa-e-Subha' in
Srinagar, NC General
Secretary Ali Muhammad
Sagar asked the party leaders
to continue with their
awareness campaign about
intrigues being hatched by
the powers that be against
Article 35-A and the State's
Special Status and said the
party would not allow
anyone to barter the interests
of the State for their own
nefarious interests.
Addressing the monthly
Provincial Committee
Meeting at Nawa-e-Subah,
Sagar reviewed the ground
activities of the party in
Kashmir Province and took
stock of various
organizational initiatives and
matters along with National
Conference Provincial
President Nasir Aslam Wani
and the Zone Presidents,
Muhammad Akbar Lone and
Ali Muhammad Dar.

Imamia Library

Watergam Baramulla
To promote knowledge, vision and awake
people, Imamia library came into
existence by citizens of  Watergam
Baramulla of North Kashmir.Our appeal
to come forward and join the mission to
serve society. Help us by donating
qualitative books and financial means.
M-N0:+91-9596332422;9797888534
7298982303; 9697735736
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