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A teacher is an ascendant
personality to whom
Imam Ali a.s says:

"I am slave to the person
who taught me even a
single word, is entitled
that he can sell me or set

me free."

SHUJAAT HUSSAIN

Since the birth of the cosmoes when Humans started
beeathing in the chamber of survival(carth), there
has been the super escalanion in the behaviour of
hunsans. They have burned their candies from both
the ends to morph  themselves ino the ropused and
csoleric specie, they polished their outspoken to
make [listeners comfortable with them, they
changed their styles by jostling the bad traits, they
turned the insidious things upside down and atlaxt
they grabbed the hold of impervious and innocwous
life by obfuscating the ficfdom of ignorance amd
catastrophic tencts. Education orchestrated all the
clements of human life which had been in sixes &
sevens for centuries, Nothing in the world could
have transformed the hamans have there not been
the word “lcaming” and leaming the positivism is
the "education.” Beasts then , wildemess comented
inthem , bawkish masses then, draconianism placed
i them have been now replaced with mannered
outfit, pacification overflowing now, clemency s
common and importantly tencts are their 1o guide
the hamans. We may say that other things also
changed humans but never can exist a thing which
chapges a buman and doesnt relate itscll o
EDUCATION

Education Jif looked at bevond its conventional
boundaries, forms the very essence of all our
actions, What we do is what we know and have
learmed, cither through mstroctions or through
observation and assimilation. When we are not
making on effort 10 icam, our mind is always
processing new information or trying to analyze the
similaritics as well as the tiny nuances within the
context which makes the topic stand out or seem
different. 11 that is the case then the mind definstely
holds the potential 10 leam more, however, it is us
who stop ourselves from expanding the borzons of
our knowledge with self<loubt or other social,
emotional, or economic constraints

While most feel that education is a necessity, they
tend to use it as a tool for reaching a specific target or
personal mark, afier which there is no further need
1o scck greater edocation.Nonetheless, the
importance of education in socicty is indispensable
and cohering that is why society and knowledge
cannot be cver scparated into two  distingt
entitics Education & the only thing which replaces
the igrorance and amchiorates the whole sociaty,
Thore can be no doubt that schools prove wo be the
key of education. In the days gooe by, often people
used to eriticize the education & kept their children
aloof from education, Verily, cither they weren't able
10 pay their school fee or afford 10 accomplish
homely tasks. But the people who were educated left

nostone unturned to infuse life into death by giving
possible education to their childrendn today's
worldeducation is so casy 10 wangle that in a single
secondwhole world ¢an be studicd Earlicr,no
facility was there vo facilitate an individual in the
fickd of education but present era Is the em of
facilities ¢ven in a one blink,ome can cross the seven
skics.| have seen so many people with the degroes
like MA, Med, Bod , PHD, M.Phill, M.sc,
M.Com, B.ech, B.Are, ete. But they all are uscless
here .why such mightmares happen thes is because
cither they havent understood real meaning of
oducation or they aren't ready to render their
services 1o the society, They even ignore sayings
Ttke "walk while you have the light, lest darkness
comes over you™ Apart from the fact, viewing
present agonobody  studics for being  trucly
cducated.for being immaculated for being
stainless.for being awaken from  obscurity.for
giving some hope 10 the socicty and so on but the
oducation means to them the degree & the
centificate whether they are worthy or not. If we go
for the meaning of oducation from house to
house,we'll only know that education means
awakenment from the ignorance & to bring the
internal revolution in one's ownsclf How strange is
this world that one who learns anething thinks that
he is dexterous of allht is all the cffect of modern
education which has pulverised the man with the
arrogance & egotism. Even some people go beyond
the refigion as they are dispising the holy religion
books by tuming a blind cve 1o 1, 1£5 ask themt 1o say
something about religion or Almighty's
bountics,they make fun of me by the sentence
"hahalax Religron. just change the topec”, 1t is saad that
" even v rays can't burn anything unless brought to
focus”. This focus gets generated in the people when
learn they meaning of real education & when they
inherit most of knowledge about religion. And with
this focus, they can replace the vilification and
defamation with the truth and fame. Even though
moonhight proves to be hegemonic to the nights by
replacing darkness but with the formation of
clouds,moon seoms 10 be  extunguished. Even
clouds dominate the both sunlight & moonlight.
Same is with the current people ats although they
have got much knowledge and achicved the peak of
oducation yet they are so blemished whach plays the
role of clowds m their twinking abalitses which tums
them into ignorants & quenches their life with
dackness. Prophet Mobaminsad (pbult) says:
“The grewtest fikad Is 1o bartle your owan soulto
Sight the evil within yourself.”

It reveals that the biggest swooess is to throw away
1hve curtain of opaquencss’ spotmess fram the hearts

even fram (be eyes Since cyes have the ability 1o
focus the infinite objocts but heart has the ability to
check the variations seen in objects Therefore both
are complementacy 1o each other and both play a
vital role in generting ascendumce which
possible becanse of throwing away of such curtain
which is only possible because of sweater
education.In addstion discipline which & learnt
with respect 1o education as more the education we
getmore we leam discipline but sadly,] am having
10 say that nowadayDs, discipline i less scen i we
people because we haven't pontrayed the theme of
oducation well A candid can be delincated by the
truth of education which should be carved in
them. Comming to the truth present education bas
failed 1o achieve desirable results. Verily the reason
belvind that is the carclessness of 1eachers and the
srrogance of students.

A teacher Is an ascondamt persomality 0 whom
Imam All a5 says.”l am slave o the person who
taught me even a single word, is entitled that he can
scll me or set me free.” Today's teachers are cither
ascribable to that dinmond whose shine is ruined by
the black dust or to that book whose pages are
blured by puper moths s students are being
misgusded & diverted from the siraight path by
filling their life with ileness.In addition.curromt
teachers make ! acc d of xdb by
teaching them the jokes instead of lessons, by sating
carclessly with no care for students in class rooms
instead of caring. Also.students are the encrgizing
ajenas for a pationcommunitysocicty.cte, whose
one stuff can popalarize the society, whose ane word
can aggrandize the society,can do what thousands of
generations couldn't and whese pen can rejuvinaie
the okler and rusted materinl even can vanish afl
hatred from the Earth as it is said that a pon is
mighter than a sword_Here fortane is against its fae
s ‘modern education’ gradually camics townrds
abermance/ignirance,

Now if we want to sce the real impact of the
education, look at own daughters, sons or closest
relatives . it is beyond the mmagination thal we can
think of killing them, exposing them w fire, bury
them alive , shredding them into dead picoss and
uhtimately waiching them while their beeath is
fading away, This s the wnambiguous
transfor broaght mto h and the
executor is none other than the "EDUCATION".
Education removed our bafMling behavior and
replaced it with confidential one,

“Educadon is our passport to the furure for
trmmaorcow belongs to the people whe prepare it
Jor today. ™ ~Malcolm X
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INTERROGATING OUR PUBLIC
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

The repetition of the ghasily cptsode weore 49
children died in Farrukhabad at Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital this September is nothing bt a
reflection of our health incquities that is doep rooted
im our public healthcare system. I all 19 children
dvod during delivery and 30 chiklren a1 1he hospital's
umit for newboms, reviving memories of Gorakhpur
tongedy, This article reflects upon the idiosyncrasics
and blemishes that is feeding our public healthcare
and argues desperately for a need to interrogate our
public healthcare system.
ARealistic Assessment Necded
The Bhore i bmitted its four vol
report 1946 suggesting & short-term plas 1o be
achseved over a penod of 10 years and a long-term
plan to be put in place over a period of 40 years with
regard 1o the development of bealth services in the
country. The recommendations proposed to develop
a mationwide network of health facilities, The
exhortation to cure the ailing health care system was
cuphoric,

The Bbore Commitice report chalked out the role of
the state in provision of health, laid emphasis on the
need for health programme 10 occupy high priority
in the allocation of available resources and also pul
forwarded an epidemiological approach 1o public
heakth diagnosis and health plonming. However, till
date, even the objectives of the shoet term plan are
yet to be attained

The present disarray in the bealth services system of
the country muakes the burdes on our public
healtheare system appear greater and decper today.
The National Health Policy 2017 & supposedly a
thrust given by the government o strengthen our
healihcare system. The fow upshots is that the
policy pledges to reduce infant mortality rate to 28
by 2019, reduce under five mortality to 23 by 202§,
it intends to achieve the global 2020 HIV wrget and
also determined 1o inceease life expectancy at birth
from 67.530 70 by 2025

However, the inclesion of & “progressively
incremental assurance based approach™ for
realizing health care in the 2017 policy as 2 right in
the futuee have justified that making health as an
entitlement is a farfeiched dream, Unformunately,
the failure of the health policy pamdigm in the

After, seven decades of
our existence, there is
pervasive feeling that

India's health care is in
crisis. The presence of

inequality and the
absence of
accountability have
together impeded action
to guard our crumbling
public healthcare

system. system.

o

country even afier imtroduction of guided reforms
resulting in pothing but bringing more failuse needs
10 be assessed and interrogated.

The Burden of our Pablic Health Care

India has taken millions of poople out of poverty.
However, quality and standard health care is anly
accessible 10 wealthy families in our country. The
National Health Policy 2017 peoposed w0 increase
the public spending oo health care from a dismal |
percent 10 a meagre 2. 5percent of GDP by 2020
which s iself well below the world average of $.9%
percemt. However the sanse has not been reflected in
the badget of financial yeor 2016-17 for the health
CRIE SCLtor,

Public resowrces invested om health care are
abysmally low and inequitably distributed across
and within states, According o the Ec i
Survey of India 2017 lndia sperds only 4 percent of
its GDP om bealth care less than half of that in Beazl
and Sowth Afnca and out of pocket payments
account for the majority of it, Mereover nccording
to the OECD Health Statistics 2014 India had only
0.7 physicians per 1000 population well below the
OECD average of 32 and 1.1 nurse per 1000
population much Jower than the average of 8.8 m
OECD countries.

The small budget allocated for health care in India
has significontly affccted the ingress 10 public
health care for poor people and people living in rural
arcas. Due to lack of available health care, the
Indian Nfe expectancy bovers at about 63 years as
compared to 76 vears for China and 79 for Unised
States of America, These statistics mimvors the
betrayal of State in allowing us 10 enjoy a healthy
lsfestyle,

The scarcity and the meagreness of our public
healthcare have led poor Indians to rely in the
services of private doctors, This had resalted in an
escalation in the increase of out of pocket payments
by the poor people driving many of them to acute
poverty, There ks considerable ideologlcal debate
around public versus private health cure services
however the only wiy to achieve universal and
cquitable access 1o health care is strengthening
the reliance on public health services. We need o
understand that there is tight knis relationship

between health and economic development of a
country and it is clear that the lack of mvestment in
healthcare has affected the development of our
cconaimy.

Need for Health Referendum

There ks an ever increasing public bealth challenges
for us to surmount. These challenges include nisc of
people being affected by communicable diseascs
and non-communicable discases on one hand and
lack of effective and robust poblic health care
system 10 mitigate on the other in the present. In
Thailand there &5 strong movement 1o build healthy
public policy through infersectoral coltaboration
and communsty participation in health reforms via
National Health Assembly, A tradition of dialogue
and rising level of consensus have evolved in
driving health gain in Thailand. There needs to be
such re o the chall that
bebolds our public healthcare system through
participatory citizenship,

However, today, the public health discounse in India
is mostly guided by the market forces indebted m
profit making motives. The presence of multi-
national companies and pharmaceunical companics
are felt s they are key stakeholders in designing our
public health policy and progranmsmes. The presence
and participation of public i public health
descourse today is much necded than ever before,
This wall empower the publse to wtilone their skills,
affirm their nghts and take up resporsibility against
our fatling public health care system.

After, seven decades of our existence, there is
pervasive feeling that India's health care is in
crisis. The presence of incquality and the absence
of ability have together impeded action
to puard our crumbling public healtheare
system. It is about time we are done
cxperimenting with our healtheare system and
posit the quest for a more equal health care
system.

Jitamamw Sahoo and Monis Almad are crvemly
warkirg as Junior Legal and Rescarch Consuitant
with the Natioma! Human Rights Comunission.
Views are personal.
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Srinagar:A wave of fear has gripped  Kashmir
after a series of "braid-chopping™ attacks that
have resulted in protests across the reglon.,

At Jeast 200 women in Kashmic have reported
being atacked by masked assailants in the last
two months.

The women claimed the attackers sprayed
chemicals on their faces and left them
unconscious, Upon waking up, they found their
hair had been chopped ofY,

On Sunday, masked attackers cut off a woman's
braid in Srinagar, sparking angry protests,

The 3S.yvear-old victim sasd she was attacked
after she responded to someone knocking at the
gate of her house. Her husband - an auto-
rickshaw driver - was not boeme at that time.

“One of the masked antackers grabbed me by my
hair from behind and sprayed something on my
face,” the victim, Gulshan, wld Al Jazeera.

“1 sereamed lowdly before fainting. 1 assumed it
was my husband, but.”

Gulshan was unable to finish ofl ber sentence.
She started shivering amid inconsolable sobs,
sitting on her bed as she relayed Sunday’s events.
Hussain Ahaed, a neighbour, was the first 1o
respond 10 Gulshan's screams.

*1 saw her face had some sort of liquid on it and
her eyes were Muttening,” Ahmed said. *We tned
contacting the police several tmes. Nobody
answered our calls or came for help.”

A week carlier, Sami Reyaz, 32, of Srinagor's
Baghat neighbourhood had met the same fate.

1 was hokding a dustbin when two people came
through the main gate of our house,” Reyaz said.
Like other victims, she was also rendered
unconscious and her brad was sliced off.

"When | woke up, | found they had left my
chopped beaid near the entrance before fleeing.
The first braid-chopping incident in Kashmir wis
reported on September 6, when a schoolgirl,
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Naira Nazir, was attacked,

Such incidents have also been reported across the
north Indian states of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Haryana, as well as the capital,
New Dethi,

Earlier this month, a senior police official told
local media he has sought details of over 1,504
incidems, as well as history of victims from these
states "to get 1o the root of the ssuc®

Government sources said police has registered
more than 40 First Incident Reports against
alleged brasd-choppers and rumour-mongers in
Kashmir,

The region’s police chief SP Vaid told that the
cases were being treated as a crime and has even

What can the sage know my
song's secret? the words of man of
madness are beyond reason’s ken.

“Braid-chopping” sparks fear
and unrest in Kashmir

The alleged braid-choppers have frightened
locals across the disputed Himalayan region
opposition and rebellion against India’s rule and
militarisation since 1989 lhave already cansed
huge physical and mental damage on s
population.

Indlia and Pakistan cach administer a portion of
Kashmir, but both claim the termitory in s
entirety.

Nearly 70000 people have been killed in the
rebel uprising and » subsequent Indian military
crackdown.

Another 10,000 people have disappeared, mostly
in the custody of government forces, Jeaving
behind an army of orphans and widows.

offered a reward of $9,000 for infor
leading to the culprits.

"The police is doing its best,” Vaid said. "We have
requested the government for constituling a team
50 that those who are complaining of braid-
chopping are properly assisted, We will be sure
about things once the investigation is
completed,”

Vaid, however, hoped the incidents in Kashmir
"will vanish soon” as they did in northern India,
The issue has now snowballed into a major
political crisis,

Pro-independence groups, who oversaw protests
on Monday, sce a governnent hand behind the
merease in these attacks,

"The govemment wants to instil fear and diven
attention from the main issue which is unabated
killings and other human rights violations
commitied by the Indian 1woops in Kashmir," pro-
independence leader Mirwaiz Umar Faroog told
AlJazecrn

"Every other day, rebels are identified and killed
and youth are arrested under the pretext of stone-
peliing, Why can't the government identify these
culpoits,” he added.

The fear g the local population has lefl
several innocents exposed to public anger,

In the northern Baramulla distnict, locals bear a
young boy who had gone to sce his girlfrend. In
Srinagar city, two women, who gatecrashed a
wedding, were accused of braid-chopping and
assaulted by the hosts and guests.

Last moath, people in southern Kulgam dastrict
claimed 1o have caught o braid-chopper, who was
rescucd by Indian soldiers, stirring renewed
tensions,

Earlicr this month, a 70-year-old man, who had
gone 1o relieve himself during the night, was
mistaken for a brasd-chapper by neighbours and
killed,

On Sunday, police roleased pictures of six
backpackers - three Australians, a South Korean,
an Irish person and & Briton « who Jost their way
and were travelling in Srinagar, when some
people surrounded them and started probing.
*Some locals tried rescuing the group and called
the police. With great effonts of the police and
understanding individuals in the public, the
group was rescued,” 2 police spokesman said,
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