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Repeatedly healing viaa famous couplet.
Every day is Ashura Every Land is Karbala™
What does it mean? Does it mean we should observe
cvery day as Ashura and mourn over the Ashura
tragedies, everywhere to shape every land like
Karbala. May be some of us would agree the view. But
| am certain to reject the view on the basis that Imam
Hussain (a.s) once replied to aletter of Yazeed (1.a).
“Mera Jaisa teray Jaisay ki bayat kabi nahi kar
sakta hai”
indicates that, Whenever you find a
ed (l.a), then character like Hussain
and over throw the system like
Yazeedyat. The Karbala and Ashura was not a battle
between Imam Hussain (a.s) and Yazeed (1.a) only but
the battle between Hussainyat with Yazeedyat, battle
between ru,hl hood and falschood ,battle between,
Taghooti Nizam, and Islami Nizam, battle between
Halaal and Haraam.
.esson of Kabbala was not limited to 61 hijri butis still
the guideline for oppressed people against oppressors.
May it be Palestine, Kashmir, Myanmar, Syria,
Yemen, Pakistan, Bahrain etc. to confront the
oppression with the man's best possessions even at the
cost of life and beloved brothers, sisters, sons,
daughters like Imam Hussain (a.5).
Thus what is it in our hearts and minds that stops us
from leaming and benefiting from the everyday
lessons of Karbala? Are the lessons and sacrifices from
that event only valuable and dear to us for these 10
days, or for this Month.
Many times we find speakers giving the idea that we
feel sorry for Imam Hussain (a.s) and his holly family,
and the reason we should be more careful about our
actions in these ten days, or month of Muharram, is
because we are sad and always remembering what
happened, as if our family member passed away. This
is definitely a good view, because we are sorrowful,
especially on the day of Ashura, as we try and

This reply clearl
character like

MUHARRAM

AND ITS RELEVANCE TO MODERN ERA

remember all day long that many years ago, on this
same day, the tragic events that took place on the
battlefield.

I prefer to take a different view on the book of lessons
(Karbala) in order to try and better my actions all year
long, every day. Muharram and the events in Karbala
are our foundation as Shias. | always wonder why.
Why should an event that took place on one day play
such a huge role in our lives? Surely this can play a
huge role but not for oppressors but for oppressed. You
see the great revolutions of the world as output of this
event. Karbala was the inspiration for all those who
had no way to confront the oppression,

M K Gandhi

“I learnt from Hussain how to achieve victory while
being oppressed.”

"My faith is that the progress of Islam does not
depend on the use of sword by its believers, but the
result of the supreme sacrifice of Hussain.”
“If India wants to be a successful country, it must
Sfollowin the fe of Imam H s).

“If I had an army like the 72 soldiers of Hussain, I
would have won freedom for India in 24 hour:
Simultaneously many so called modern Muslims today
would say, “Such a sad story will not help me live a
positive life today. It is so sad and depressing.” My
reply to those people is.

How can I not be motivated by a man who gives up his
everything for the sake of his religion, who is so in love
and at peace with his Almighty Allah that his life had
no doubt, and he was full of certainty for every action
he took? Many of us could use certainty in our lives.
We are in dire need to be at peace with owr Allah.
Instead of war and doubt. How did Imam Hussain (a.s)
become so intrigued and devoted? Could it be from the
Jact that he gave so much importance to his prayers?
Or maybe because his every thought was, “How can |
savemy religion from looking bad?”

There is a character in this story for every age

group. How beautiful a story is Ashura that , young
kids, teenagers, and adults can all learn from it!
One more beautiful lesson is that one should abways
ponder about, the lesson which teaches us to live
with character, with pride of our religion, and most
importantly, a lesson which makes us realize that we
have a dwty. We are not here to eat, drink, sleep, and
party only. We are not here to only make money, get
married, and have kids. By all means, do those
things in the right way as prescribed, but learn a
lesson from the lady who told the story to the world,
Realize that no matter what calamities happen to us,
no matter we lose our children, owr father, a baby
and all beloved ones.

As from Allaly we come, and to we shall return.
Bibi Zainab (s.l.a) taught us exactly that. No matter
what will happen to us, stand tall. and be strong. As
awoman who are considered more emotional of the
nvo genders she held back from mowrning the
deaths of her family members so that she could take
care of her deceased.

How a beautiful lesson is this for the girls from Bibi
Zainab (s.l.a) that she covered her face with her hair
when she had no choice, and here our mothers,
sisters are today, so easily loosening scarves,
wearing figure revealing clothes, and showing arm
and even bangs just sowe can be fitted in.

When will we learn the lesson of realizing our duty,
that we need to promote justice and tell the story of
Islam to everyone we meet, every day through our
words from daily Zakireen,

Lastly let us pledge to make this month decorated
with the lessons of Karbala, from every ring to
round to make it more beautifil practically.

Email: saifalyl00@gmail.com

Following each turmoil Kashmir stands on the
threshold of an unexpected transition.  When
Kashmiri mind seem to be settling down in relative
calm, reasonableness and peace following turmoil
and accompanying human suffering, a fresh one,
more intense, visits them. Past three months have
been unprecedented to say the least. On the occasion
of Moharram one's head bows in all humility and owe
remembering the example set by Grandson of
Prophet of Islam,Jmam Huss: It is upon the
believers to believe or not. To 'believe’ essentially
means "to follow’ the teachings of the great Lights of
Humanity who have shown the path of Truth, of Allah

by their own personal example. Humanity has held as
heroes those who have raised their voice and fought
against oppression and injustice; but humanity
everywhere. whatever their faith and religion have
worshiped those who have fought against injustice
through inviting sclf-suffering and being
compassionate therefore. Struggle or fight for justice
through self-suffering is a fight through the superior,

Karbala:A Center of Justice,
Unity & Truth

rather supreme force , Gandhi called ‘soul-force'
which he made Indians of all faith rediscover it . The
power of the means of nonviolence and its various
methods including satyagraha not only overthrew the
mightiest empire known in human history, but
transformed them and showed the world a moral
‘weapon' in humanities struggle for justice. Therefore
it is worth remembering and contemplating on this
pious occasion and at a time when violence. from
without and from within, has made Kashmir bleed,
what Mahatma Gndhi said during India's own
struggle against the British about Imam Hussain:

“My admiration for the noble sacrifice of Imam

Hussein as a martyr abounds, because he accepted
death and the torture of thirst for himself, for his
sons, and for his whole family, but did not submit to

unfust authorities. " 'l learnt from Hussain how to
achieve victory while being oppressed.™
"My faith is that the progress of Islam does not
depend on the use of sword by its believers, but the
result of the supreme sacrifice of Imam Hussein.”

Rajiv Vohra

New Delhi

“If India wants to he a successful country, it must
follow in the footsteps of Imam Hussain.

“If I had an army like the 72 soldiers of Hussain, 1
would have won freedom for India in 24 hours.”
Through Karbala's battle God gave world a Teacher
and leader, who taught us that justice is not in settling
of scores, but justice as a higher Law of unity between
the deeds and aspirations of man and the wish of
Allah resides in self-suffering by the seeker of justice.
when it is in the cause of neutralizing the oppressor as

an "oppressor’ and the oppression rather than taking
over the place of the oppressor and. by that logic,
become one,

1 pray, | beseech, the people of Kashmir and Palestine
to learn from the example of Imam Hussain, whom
we follow, make him relevant for the present instead
of showing irrelevance of the teachings of such God-
sent great souls through our deeds and actions.
(Author is the Writer,peace activist and chairman Swaraj

Peeth Trust; A Guardian center for non voilence in India)
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WILAYAT TIMES
As the month of Muharram approaches, the first
month on the Islamic calendar, the official website

of Ayatollah KF i publishes on the
importance of Muharram, by relying on Quran he
argues why Muslims mourn for the martyrdom of
Imam Hussein (Peace Be Upon Him).

Now [ would like to discuss a point regarding the
efforts to promote Islam in the month of Muharram.
Some people may question the value of the
ceremonics for mourning Imam Hussein's (a.s.)
martyrdom. They may say, "If you want to speak
about Imam Hussein's (a.s.) movement, just go
ahead and speak about his movement. Why all the
crying?" This is a wrong assumption. It will be
extremely hard to move ahead on this path in the
absence of this emotional connection to the
infallible Imams. This is why Imam Khomeini (r.a.)
recommended the traditional forms of mourning.
The Quranic verses about the role of the infallible
Imams are interpreted in three different ways.
Wilayat [Guardianship] is one of these
interpretations. "Your guardian can only be Allah -

AYATOLLAH SYED ALl KHAMENEI
Imam Hussain (a.s.) must remain forever as the flag
of Truth: the flag of Truth cannot be placed in the
position of Falschood and painted as such to present
falsehood. That is why Imam Hussain (a.s.) stated:
“Never to humiliation!”™ The movement by Imam
Hussain (a.s.) was a movement of honor; that is,
honor of Truth, honor of religion, honor of Imamate,
and honor of the path the prophet (p.b.awh.) had
offered. Imam Hussain (a.s.) was a symbol of honor,
and because he firmly withstood, he was also a
symbol of dignity. This is the honor and dignity
attributed to Imam Hussain. Some people might say
something, but never stand for what they say and
retreat; these people cannot take pride in what they
say. Dignity belongs to those individuals,
communities or nations who stand up for their
principles and do not let the flag they had risen be
damaged and put down by troubles. Imam Hussain
(a.s.) firmly upheld this flag and stood until his loved

household.

emotional

and His messenger and those who believe, who
establish worship and pay charity, and bow down (in
prayer)." [The Holy Quran, 5: 55] Another
interpretation is submission and obedience. "Obey
Allah and obey the Messenger and those in
authority from among you." [The Holy Quran, 4:
59]

Friendship is the third interpretation. "Say: I do not
ask of you any reward for it but love for my near
relatives." [The Holy Quran, 42: 23] What is this
friendship? People are advised to accept their
Wilayat and obey them, but what is friendship for?
This friendship is a kind of assurance. After the
Holy Prophet (s.w.a.) passed away, those who ended
this friendship gradually brushed aside the
leadership of the infallible Imams (a.s.). In the
absence of this sense of friendship, the Islamic
Ummah will face the same disasters. Therefore, this
sense of friendship is of paramount importance, and
t can be achieved through this emotional
connection to the infallible Imams (a.s.). Narrating
the tragedies that happened to them is an attempt to
establish this emotional connection. Similarly.

ones were martyred and his dear household were held
captives. Honor and dignity in the scale of a
revolutionary movement are like that.

As | have mentioned before, many people visited
Imam Hussain (as) and reproached him for his
resistance. They were not bad or unimportant people:
some of them were among the leading figures of
Islam; but they misinterpreted [the situation] or were
dominated by their worldly frailtics. Thus, they
sought to make Imam Hussain (a.s.) also dominated
by those frailties. However, Imam Hussain (a.s.)
resisted, was not dominated and all those who
followed and accompanied him were winners in the
spiritual and inner fight. The mother who sent her
young child to this battlefield with pride and
contentment; the young person who forsook the
worldly pleasures of life and devoted himself to the
battlefield of fighting: the elderly individuals like
“Habib ibn Mazahir” and “Moslem ibn Usjeh™ who
forsook the comforts of their elderly ages and their

Why should we mourn for Imam Hussein (a.s)?

Supreme Leader Imam Khamenei answers

For instance, "Qame Zani” [a religiously
prohibited ritual in which people cut their
foreheadsl has been declared haraam, and it
must not be practiced. That is because Qame
Zaniwill make the enemies more insolent
and will give them an advantage over those
who love the members of the Holy Prophet’s

But the common mourning

rituals can increasingly strengthen one’s

connection to the infallible

Imams. Theserituals are verygood.

praising their virtues [through the mourning
ceremonies] is another way to form this emotional
bond.

Therefore, it is necessary to hold the mourning
ceremonies and narrate the events of Ashura. Some
people should not adopt a so-called intellectual
position and reject the necessity of these mourning
ceremonies. These ceremonies are necessary, and
they will always be necessary. Of course some
forms of mourning are unacceptable. For instance,
"Qame Zani" [a religiously prohibited ritual in
which people cut their foreheads] has been declared
haraam, and it must not be practiced. That is because
Qame Zani will make the enemics more insolent
and will give them an advantage over those who
love the members of the Holy Prophet's houschold.
But the common mourning rituals can increasingly
strengthen one's emotional connection to  the
infallible Imams. These rituals are very good.

Statement made during a meeting with the seminarians
and clergy: December 13,2009

Imam (as) made the army of reason overcome
the army of ignorance:

comfortable house and tolerated difficulties: that
brave commander who was an important person of
the enemy's army at first-- “Hurr ibn Yazid Riyahi
and abandoned his important position and joined
Hussain ibn Ali (a.s.), they all won this spiritual, inner
fight.

On that day, the people who won in the spiritual fight
between virtues and vices and managed to make the
army of reason triumph over the army of ignorance
were not but a small group: nonctheless, their
perseverance and endurance in resistance in that field
of honor have caused thousands of people throughout
history to learn a lesson and follow their example. If
they did not triumph over their vices in their own self,
the tree of virtue would have dried up in history: but
they irrigated that tree, and you have seen many in
your time that made their virtues win over their vices
within their selves and made their worldly desires
surmounted by correct religious and rational
sentiments, insight and thinking.March 29, 2002
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Hussianiyat:A continues
Mission Against Il‘l] ustice

Karbala proved to be a
clash involving Islamic
truths versus falsehood,
belief versus disbelief, and
the oppressed versus the

‘Hussain

is from me and
| am from Hussain.”

-Prophet Muhammad psun)

Syed Mujtaba
Hussain

——
The Holy Prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said:
“The best of Jihad is that of a word of right spoken
to an unjust ruler.”

We do remember the tragedy of Karbala but certainly
forget the message of the great martyr Imam Hussain
(as). The events of Karbala reflect the collision of the
good versus the evil, the virtuous versus the wicked.
Imam Hussain (as) taught us all how to stand up and
resist tyranny.

Karbala is the killing ficlds where the grandson of the
Prophet and his family were killed by the leader of the
Ummayad dynasty. The supreme sacrifice of Imam
Hussain needs 1o be remembered as a continuous
struggle for the freedom of humankind from the
clutches of oppression. Imam Hussain knew that the
army of 10,000 would crush him and his family. He
knew that the Ummayads were not known to show
mercy to those who had challenged them. He knew
that if the rulers had no regard for human life they
would brutalize anyone they considered their enemy.
He knew his end before taking the epic decision to
challenge the despotic regime. It was to stand for the
principles of justice, freedom, and human dignity. It
was to stand for the equality of all before the divine
law. It was for accountability and decency in public
life. The Ummayads had usurped political power
through force. They had the resources to enlist the
support of hundreds of people claiming to be scholars

oppressor, faith against

supporting their claim to power in the name of God
and his messenger. They had turned the sayings of the
Prophet into a political tool to justify their political
actions. They had used the state treasury to win people
over to their side by offering them money and in many
cases intimidating others who did not fall in line with
them,

When Yazeed took over elected popular democracy
was changed into the family hereditary monarchy
public funds were displaced at the personal disposal of
the ruler moral and finan corruption was
introduced to the system.Political freedom and liberty
and | s rights were suspended in the society and
people were made subjugated to the dictatorial
command of the ruler and the monopolistic dominion
of the ruler was being established on human beings.
Imam Hussain witnessed the deteriorating political
and social situation and clearly recognized that the
general policy of the authorities did not abide with
Islamic principles.

It was this tyrannical rule that Imam Hussain
challenged. The message of Karbala was to change
the status quo, to challenge despotism and
dictatorship and all those deviations that diminished
the dignity of human beings. It was not to inspire
people to mourn and walk on burning fire in his
memory. It was to stand for the neglected and the poor
and politically marginalized. It was not to curse but to

win over the people to the cause of justice and dignity.
[t was to glorify the eternal divine emphasis on justice
and freedom.

Karbala proved to be a clash involving
Islamic truths versus falschood, belief versus
disbelief, and the oppressed versus the oppressor,
faith against brute force.
M.D.K.Gandhi once said 1 learned from Hussain
(as) how to achieve victory while being oppressed. ™
We may not have the same status as the Allulbayt, but
we have them as our role models. If we continue to
strive for the truth and unite against the injustices of
our time, we will achieve the mission of carrving on
Imam Hussain's message.
The famous Urdu poet has prophesized:

Insaan Ku Bedaar Tou Ho Lene Do, Har Qaum

Pukaraygi Hamare Hain Hussain
Give mankind a chance to gain consciousness, Every
tribe will call out, "Hussain is ours!"
Qatl-e-Hussain Asl Main Marg-e-Yazid Hai, Islam

Zinda Hota Hai Har Karbala Kai Baad

In the murder of Hussain, indeed is the death of Yazid,
For cach Karbala is the revival of Islam.
Karbala garden of swords, blood and inspiration for
innumerable pens,

Author hails from Peerbagh Srinagar is Legal and
research consultant of National Human Rights Comission.

What Hussain
faced in Karbala

MUHARRAM again comes with its prodigious blessings
The month, beckons the breaths to hold syrupy musings
What is more, lamenting scene besides drenched hearts
Eyes shrink while cheeks asorb, and everywhere gloomy dressings
Strange atmosphere enchanting, or the land in deep bewails
“Cleanliness is next to godliness. School of divine teachings
Sky gets covered with scarlet in lieu of swarthy-pale clouds
Creatures mourn! what Hussain(a.s) faced in Karbala,overall heart-breakings
Downwith Yazeediat & Longlive Hussainiat,everyone valliantly chants
Mothers with daughters bemoaning, remembering the Master's siblings
Indubitably tear bags shrunk and blood hid the faces, free-flowing twee tears
Hussain(a.s) gets victory and Hussainis amputate the podium of tyrant-

reachings

After all,its arrival enlightened, decked the entire gatherings
And again MAHURRAM comes with its prodigious blessings!
Writter:-Shujaat Hussaini From Patwaw Budgam
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Wilayat Times came into
existence with the aim to
serve Humanity.Our aim
is to carry this great
profession “Journalism”
under the teachings &
guidelines of Islam.
Wilayat Times came up
with the mission to
project the truest face of
Islam,to Promote Unity
& brotherhood amongst
Muslims & with other
religions & to defend the
cultural & social values
of Nation.Be the part of
this pure cause.

Director and Chief Editor
Waseem Reza
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slam is a religion based on nature. Wailing or

weeping is the innate instinct of a human being.

A newborn child starts his life crying. Weeping
is not prohibited in any religion or creed of the
world. Tears are automatically shed when a man is
confronted by any physical, mental or spiritual
mishap and tears are not only the sign of grief but
also a kind of reimbursement for that grief. Now in
whose grief does a newborn child weep? That's the
question, which can be answered by the one who
remembers his own weeping when he was born. Itis
said, that when Adam (as) was sent to this carth from
heaven, he wept on that exodus and hence every
child of Adam (as), weeps when he opens his eyes in
this world. If this is true, then this reason for wailing
certainly supports our point of view that in the grief
of a departure, wailing is a natural habit. Wailing or
weeping is a natural instinct hence all mighty Allah
has also praised this act and has said in the Holy
Qur'an: We read in Sarah Maryam 19.58. (Those
were the ones upon whom Allah bestowed favour
from among the prophets of the descendants of
Adam and of those we carried [in the ship] with
Noah, and of the descendants of Abraham and Israel,
and of those whom we guided and chose. When the
verses of the Most Merciful were recited to them,
they fell in prostration and weeping.)
Now coming to the point of Mournization as we
perform it in the form of sheding tears.beating chest
and head .doing zanjeer zani.slapping faces cte.Do
these deeds lead us to the regeneration of
consciences or to the acheivement of virtues
only.pouring out tears for the sake of hussain a.s
yields some fruits undoubtedly .As for prophet
Muhammad * :- O' Fatimah! Every eye shall be
weeping on the Day of Judgment except the eye
which has shed tears over the tragedy of Husain
(A.S.) for surely, that eye shall be laughing and shall
be given the glad tidings of the bounties and
comforts of Paradise.Bihar al-Anwar, vol.:
44:pg.:293.
Imam mohd baqir a.s says that He who remembers
us, or in whose | we are 1 ed, and
(as a result) tears flow from his eyes, even though
they may be in the measure of a wing of a mosquito,
Allah shall construct for him a house in paradise and

apparelled and dressed with Islamic clothing and are
swamped to extirpate Hussainiat hideously,should be '# 2 :
brought on the way by lamentation. 4 %

make th tears a barrier between him and the fire (of
hell). Al-Ghadeer. Vol.: 2, pg.: 202.

But while weeping and wailing we must have a
profound glance on one of the missions of the
martyrdom of imam Hussain that is the
recognization of an enemy. unfortunately the
mission of hussain a.s has been kept confined by
some mourners. Their minds are filled with the cheap
perception that only pouring out tears ,wailing
,mourning ¢te. for the sake of imam ¢ hussain **is the
main mission and will pave the way to Jannah for
them. surely mourning tears have competency to
dethrone an oppressor as for Imam Khumanie " You
call us a weepy nation but by these tears we have
overthrown an  empire.In the month of muharram
their aim is to wail and weep only without knowing
real soul of Azadari As they are only known to this
point that YAZEED was the enemy of Imam Hussain
50 our hearts get filled with his abhorrence and
keep wailing on the miserablencess and helplessn
of Imam Hussain a.s and remain distant from the nub
of the abnegation of allegiance by Hussain “.why
Imam Hussain ™' was to announce before Yazeed that
'A man like me can never pay allegiance to a man
like you'.Was Hussain's family in trouble or had that
been harmed by Yazeed before? Hussain did not
putforth ever that Yazeed is the enemy of his family
Not at all, Then why Hussain ** abrogated Yazeed's
allegiance? But let we pose a question to The Deyon
of Martyrs that oh! Hussain = why do you hate
Yazeed?when authentic historical pages of legends
are turned then there is found the gratifying respond
of Hussaina.s thatiam yazeed's opponent because
he is the enemy of Allah, Allah's Quran and he is
ruining sunnat ¢ Rosool ' .so i am his enemy.

So, until and unless we go through the profound
comprehension of the real mission of imam Hussain

S

““ill that pouring out tears won't bear any sort of

progressive fruit. A mourner should not be as weeper
as some oppressors were weeping while tyrannizing
over Hussain's clan,
As Tareekh ¢ Karbla says that tears were
aslo rolling down from the checks of a
cruel in karbla while running after jinab ¢
Sakeena * to snatch her earings.(being

WHAT MOURNING YIELDS UP IN

MUHARRAM

So, our performance of Azadari should be all homily
and inspirational that can make us all activated. Apart
from running after virtues ,recognization of enemies
must be found in mournization.Current yazeeds and
yazeediyat must be divulged before the world by

BY AL-HUSSAINI

SRINAGAR

mourners are not we sailing in the same
boat means snatching something from

somebody!!
When Hussain's clan entered the court of
Yazeed,the callious and stonehearted could
not stop their tears at the miserableness of
Abhle bait even Yazeed himself poured out
tears.-Anwar ¢ khamsa-(Are not we
remaining also mourners for the time being
but in reality oppressors
Imam ¢ Sajjad ™" legends that our position in
frontof yazeed in the darbar was thisthat 17
nooses were made of a single rope and were
put in our necks & handed over to an
oppressor.when one was pulled, all were
getting jerks.,if one did stumble then was
impossible for others to stand. Then i asked
1o yazeed that keeping in view Allah, you
Jjust tell me that 'if Rasool ¢ Khuda * would
see us in this condition what would he say to
you'.On this question some tears fell down
from his Yazeed's cyes.(Are not we
suppressing others also being mourners!!),
For what they wept & for what we
wail?!!.So, we being mourners must be
known to the difference between our
shedding of tears and their shedding of tears
inthe karbla,
Now have a glance at the performance of our
Azadari \With what intention azadari is being
performed by us .we dubb Yazeed the killer of
huxsain = bm Ihm.«in halu Yazeed and considers

So, our pcriornmm.c of Az.ldan hould be all homily
and inspirational that can make us all activated.
Apart from running after virtues recognization of
enemies must be found in mournization.Current
yazeeds and yazeediyat must be divulged before the
world by lamentation.Fabricated and fraud leaders
who are apparclled and dressed with Islamic
clothing and are swamped to extirpate Hussainiat
hideously.should be brought on the way by
lamentation.

Author hails from Bemina Srinagar is the Student
of 2" year at Govt.degree college bemina and can
bereached at rather3434@rediffmail.com
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By Javeed Ali
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The tragedy of Karbala that occurred fifty years after
the death of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) is a
unique event of Islamic history—many dimensional
and multi leveled. Just when the Muslim empire had
reached almost its peak of glory, Imam Hussain (A.S.)
the grandson of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
challenged not only the legitimacy of Yazid, the ruler
of the Muslim empire but even the validity of that
imperialist tyranny which was masquerading as
Islamic State. And Hussain sealed his protest with his
blood .md the blood ol the small number of his
compa s who fell fighting. under heaviest odds,
against hurdu of state mercenarics. He willingly
suffered all those tyranny and persecution. The battle
of Karbala was a clash not between personalities but
between two principles; love of truth against lust for
power: passion for justice against perversity of
tyranny.,

The movement of Imam Hussain (A.S.) was for the
establishment of the truth and justice.

Imam Hussain (A.S.) said, “Indeed. | have risen up
solely to seek the reform of the Ummah of my
grandfather (PBUH). | want to command what is good
stop what is wrong™.

is sentence highlights the basic position of
‘enjoining the good and forbidding the evil'. Imam
Hussain (A.S.) through this sentence expr
pivotal role of ‘enjoining good and forbiddi
conveys it as the final target of his upris
Lood and forbidding evil is
ns of Abr’\hmmc Imcau, .md it

ngers, Imams .md btlu,\cr\ It is not uurdy a
matter of jurisprudential obligation, but in fact a
standard  and philowph) for sending di\incl)
prophets; all this is because the material world is the
place where vice and virtue, truth and falsehood, good
and bad, darkness and light, excellence and lowliness
get intermingled. Sometimes all this is intermixed in
such a way that it becomes difficult to get them
identificd. , then follow, and act upon it. The divine
rghg ns ar¢ providing us an understanding about
enjoining and forbidding, and in fact, (it pm\*ulus
understanding about) good and bad, truth and
falschood, darkness and light, excellence and
lowliness, command us to perform the good. avoid bad
and thus bestow us divine guidance towards the right
path. For the importance of enjoining good and
tnr’mddmb wrong, the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
says, “One who enjoins good and forbids wrong is
vicegerent of Allah, Book of Allah and the Messenger
of Allah on the earth™,

Accordingly, the basic of enjoining good and
forbidding evil is not particular to Imam Hussain
(A.S.). Instead. it is an obligation for all prophets and
messengers, pious people and believers. Since during
the nme of the Doyen of Martyrs Imam Hussain

religion of Islam, the prophetic traditions. Therefore,
Imam Hussain (A.S.) saw the possibility of revival and
revitalization of traditions of Prophet of Allah (PBUH)
and the religion of Islam and its defense in staging
protest against the prevailing situation and in
enjoining the good and forbidding evil. For this
reason, he stated that by way of enjoining good and
forbidding wrong he is going to rectify the Islamic
society.

“Indeed. | have not risen to do mischief, neither as an
adventurer, nor to cause corruption and tyranny. | have
risen up solely to seek the reform of the Ummah of my
grandfather (PBUH). | want to command what is good
and stop what is wrong, and (in this) | follow the
conduct of my grandfather and my father, Ali Ibn Ab
Talib(A.S.).

While analyzing the event of Karbala and Ashura,
different kinds of outcomes and results as well as
lessons can be deduced. Among these teachings we
can have the lessons of sacrifice. religiosity. valour,
equality and equity. uprising for God, love and
affection.

Inevery way the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (A.S.) is
the Great Sacrifice for the humankind. The greatness
of the sacrifice is judged by the gravity of the situation
or the uniqueness of the circumstances in which it
oceurs and the extent to which it serves the purpose of
Allah, that is, how far it carries the me:
forthcomi nerations and its popularity
The sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.) and Prophet
Ismail (A.S.) was only a trial and the reason why Allah
willed it was to prove the g great perseverance, \lrl.nglh
of character and imity of the Apostlesh
Ibrahim (A.S.) and Ismail (A.S.) . Having |ll“l"ud the
command of Allah they proved to have the incredible
virtues of piety to be the forefathers of the ones
destined to offer the 'GREAT SACRIFICE'. Besides,
Allah wanted to ransom the sacrifice of Prophet Ismail
(A.S.) and predict the imminent 'GREAT
SACRIFICE".

When the day of Ashura dawned the situation was very
critical for the religion of Islam. Imam Hussain (A.S.)

458

Yorhala, the persuasion to
good and dissuasion to evil

In every way the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (AS.) is the Great Sacrifice for the humankind. The
greatness of the sacrifice is judged by the gravity of the situation or the uniqueness of the
circumstances in which it occurs and the extent to which it serves the purpose of Allah, that is, how
far it carries the message in the forthcoming generations and its popularity with them.

qualifying as"THE GREAT SACRIFICE
The Holy Quran says: “And the camels of sacrifice We
have made for you among the Signs of Allah, for you in
them is good, so mention the name of Allah on
them....” (Al-Hajj:36)

In the above verse Allah says that the camels which are
to be sacrificed in His name as an obligatory rite of
Hajj are among His Signs to mankind, and for this
reason they should be given due regard and respect.
Relative to this fact, and more intense in its pinnacle of
virtue and holiness is the regard to the Prophetic and
Apostolic people who being the Signs of Allah
sacrificed their all in the way of the Beneficent Lord to
support and endorse His cause. Similar is the case of
Imam Hussain (A.S.) and his faithful companions who
sacrificed themselves in such a manner on the hot
sands of Karbala to save Islam that their example has
no parallel in the history of the world. Therefore, by
the justice of the Book of Allah, they have every right
and reason 1o be eulogized, remembered and their
strivings respected and commemorated.

Imam Hussain (A.S.) is the benefactor of Humanity.
The favours of Imam Hussain (A.S.) are not just
limited to Muslims, Shias or Sunnis: in fact His (A.S.)
favours are on the entire humanity. This is because if’
Imam Hussain (A.S.) would not have given these
sacrifices, then there would have been no religion, no
faith, no Islam. Hence there would have been neither
Sunni nor Shia, cveryone would have been non-
religious, and there would be no such thing as religion
left because the accursed beings of that era were not
just planning to eradicate the Shia or Sunni values,
they wanted to eradicate human values. Iftoday we sce
a human (means a human with humanity) somewhere
then that is the outcome of this great sacrifice of Imam
Hussain (A.S.). It is all because of the sacrifices of the
companions of Imam Hussain (A.S.)) and Bani
Hashim.

The important lesson that we need to imbibe from the
event of Karbala was propagated by Syeda Zainab
(S.A)), the granddaughter of Prophet Mohamamd
(PBUH) and was beautifully summed up by

stood as the successor and the rey ive of
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)-the Seal of all Prophets.
while Yazid was asking him to swear allegiance of the
pure Apostleships of all the 1,24,000 Prophets who
had strived for the religion of Allah, to submit to him
and his evil ways.

Imam Hussain (A.S.) was the testamentary trustee and - s

the inheritor of the virtues of all the Prophets; while
Yazid wanted to annihilate Islam by pressurizing such
a personality like Imam Hussain (A.S.) to swear
allegiance to an evil man like himself. It was the
question of the life and death of the faith, Islam; while
the efforts and strivings of all the Prophets depended
on Imam Hussain (A.S.).

Thus in his valiant, undaunted stance Imam Hussain
ave away his brothers, sons, friends

Goodness had been consigned to the oblivion and this
was causing forgetfulness and negligence towards

(A.S.), the good and evil were severely inter led and comy s and then his own life, but saved the
and the evil had attained currency in all the affairs, religion of Islam and the strivings, hardships, work,

revolutionary thinker Dr Ali Shariati. The role of
Syeda Zainab (S.A.) in the aftermath of Karbala is
equally important, and that's why Dr Ali Shariati calls
Zainab 'the saviour of humamty'. "Those who died
committed a Hussaini act. Those who remain must
perform a Zainabi act. Otherwise, they are Yazids,”
Shariati, One has to choose either blood or the
sage, to be amartyr like Hussain or messenger like
Zainab. Every revolution has two visages: blood and
the me Imam Hussain (A.S.) and his
companions undertook the first mission, that of blood.
The second mission is to carry the message of blood to
the future gencerations, to be the eloquent tongue of this
flowing blood. Commemorating Azadari (mourning)
is to spread and propagate the message of Imam
Hussain (A.S.) as was done by Syeda Zainab (S.A.).
Imam Khomeini (R.A.) has said: These tears ternify the

iesof Islam: b se to ery for the oppressed is to

labours and exertions of all the Prophets, thus reviving
and rekindling the extinguishing embers of Islam and

speak up against the oppressor.
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The place of Hussain (a.s),the Martyr

great is fact,not bound to space or

date.Though the syrians and kufis may
often changer their wont and way.
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HUSSAIN:VIEWS OF NON-MUSLIM FIGURES

Following are sayings by a number of non-muslim famous figures of world in praise of Al-Hussein, which reveal how these
figures were influenced by the dedicated character of Al-Hussein (a.s.) in serving the Message of Islam until he was martyred.

In the history of Islam, the life of Hussein stands unique, un-approached and un-
approachable by anyone. Without the martyrdom, Islam would have been extinguished
long ago. He was the savior of Islam and it was due to his martyrdom that Islam took
such deep root, which it is neither possible nor even imaginable to destroy now. In a
distant age and climate, the tragic scene of the death of Hussein will waken the
sympathy of the coldest reader.

Edward Gibbon

If Hussain had fought to
quench his wordly
desires,then I do not
understand why sister, Wife
and children accompanied
him.It stand to reason
therefore, that he sacrificed
purely for Islam

The progress of Islam does
not depend on the use of
Sword,but on the supreme
sacrifice of Imam Hussain.
I learnt from Imam Hussain
(A.S) How to achieve victory
whilst being oppressed.

“The best lesson which we
get from the tragedy of
Karbala is that Hussain and
his companions were the
rigid believers of God. They
illustrated that numerical
superiority does not count
when it comes to truth and
falsehood. The victory of
Hussain despite his minority
marvels me!”

I have spent more than 20
years in prison,then on one
night I decided to surrender
by signing all the terms and

conditions of government,

but suddenly I thought about
Imam Hussain (as) and
Karbala movement and

Imam Hussain (as) gave me

strength to stand for right of
freedom and liberation.

"Husain marched with his little
company not to glory, not to
power or wealth, but to a
supreme sacrifice and every
member of that gallant band,
male and female, knew that the
Jfoes were implacable, were not
only ready to fight but to kill.
Denied even water for the
children, they remained
parched under a burning sun,
amid scorching sands yet no
one faltered for a moment and

bravely faced the greatest odds 2 . -
without flinching. " Dr. Ra] endra Prasad IAAARM |a)’3ttl mes.com

“The sacrifice of Imam
Hussain (A) is not limited to
one country, or nation, but it
is the hereditary state of the

brotherhood of all
mankind.”




