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Meet the Man Who Translated Guru

Nanak's 'Japji Sahib' Into Kashmiri

He blames successive state governments
and policy makers for the death of Persian
in Kashmir. “A wealth of our rich cultural
and literary heritage is originally written in

Persian,” he said. “But not learning this

language and abandoning it, we are
distancing ourselves from our rich cultural
and literary heritage.”

Majid Magbool

Srimagar; Assadullah Asad, 65, a resident of Borwah
village in central Kashmir's Budgam district, started
writing and translating Persian poctry soon afier he
retired from a boring” job in the planning wnd
statistics depariment in 2008

He wanted 10 make some Persian  lierature
accessible in the locsl Kashmin language. Since
2008, Asad has written and self-published seven
books, including onc of the first Kashmiri
translations of the Sikh boly scripture Japji Sahib,
For thix, he was appreciated and facilitated by the
Sikh community in Srmagar on January 5, which is
Gurpurab, the birth anniversary of Guru Gobind
Singh

The organisers had then called Assd's translation “a
big proof of our (Kashmini Sikbhs and Mushims)
beotherhood™

Asad bad read a 100-year-old Urdu translation of
Japji Sahib a vears ngo, Last year, he carefully
trunskated the scripture imto Kashmiri verse. *1
found the teachings in the book and its message of
peace relevant, and by translating i1, | also wanted to
strengthen the bond between Sikhs and Muslims of
the Valley, which has stood the test of times,” he
saxd. “The Sikhs have always been like our brothers
and they've always stoed by our side here, even
during difficult times in the past decades of
conflict,”

Asad is the only Kashmin writer who bas translated
the sacred verses of Gura Nanak mto Kashorm
language in rocent decades. “The Sikh community
wints to release the book i the Golden temple n
Amritsar,” he sald “I was told that Manmohan
Sitgh has also been sent a copy of my trassbation.
After completing the translation, Assd spent his
own moacy to get it published with a local
publisher. “1 spent about Rs 70,000 on the Japsi
Sahib transiation, so that some copics are made
available in bookstalls,™ he said. “It was a labour of
love and | wanted 10 koep this book out there for
those who wanted 1o readd this holy book of Sikhs in
Kashmin language.™

Soon after his graduation, Asad began his carcer in
the education department m the 1960s, and worked
as & contracteal seacher for three years. Laser, he
took up a job in the stae's revemue department,
where be worked for nine years, from 1973 10 1952

In 1982, he was enaployed in the state’s planning and
statistics  department, where e worked as a
statistical officer in Senagar till his retirement in
2008

What drew him towards writing and translating
Persian texts after his retirement” “My job at the
planning and statistics department was kaborioas
and somewhat boring, a5 | worked mostly with
numbers and not words,™ be sald with o smile. “But
sfier work hours, | would write in my diary every
day, hoping to write more after retirement.”

After he resired in 2008, Asad published his first
book of poctry, titled Sozi Jigeer (laner Voice),
which was followed by another book of ghazals in
Kashmiri, Laove heath gulale (Wet Tulips) in 2010,
A year laser, e came up with another book of poems
in Kashmirl Bnguage, which was titled Dukh 1e
daag (Miseries and scars), comtaining 100 Kashmiri
ghaczals which touched on the political and everyday
life inthe Valkey

In 2012, Asad transiated into Kashmiri Allama
Iqbal's Persian book Pas Che Bayad Kurd (What
should then be done, O people of the East). Igbal
wrole it in Persian in the kast years before his death,
he said, and it 35 considered 1o be his seminal work.
Published in 1936, the plulosophical poctry book
touches on themes of poverty. the role of women,
an, literature and politics in the East and West, “If
someone hasn't read any work of Igbal and anly
reads this book, he will be able 10 understand ofl his
work and philosophy,” said Asad

In 2013, he published another S00-page book of his
own Urdu poetry titled Nogsh ¢ Faryadi.

“I was drawn towards readling and writing from my
graduation days, but | didn’t get much time to write
during my government service,” he said, adding that
he studied subjects like mathematics, pofitcal
science and Persian in colloge. In the following
years, ho came 10 read a Jot of poctry and other
Iiternture in Perstan. “Persian was taught well in our
colleges by excellent teachers, and even at school
level from the sixth standard onswards.™

The apathy shown towards Persian in the Valley
over the past severl decades bas pained Asad. “Our
youth can’t read asd write in Persian now, whach is
such a beautiful language with rich and unparalleled
Iiterature,” he said, sdding that a lot of Heerature on
Kashmir b5 oniginally writsen in Persian,

He blames successive stale governments and policy
makers for the death of Persian in Kashmir. “A
wealth of our rich culturl and literary heritage is
originally written in Persian,” he said, "But not

learming this langnage and abandoning i, we are
distancing ourselves from our rich cultural amd
Isterary heritage.™
Out of his seven books, be submitted one of has
transkated works 10 the state-run Jammu & Kashmir
Academy of Ant, Culture & Languages a few years
ago, But it wasn't published in the end. “They had
approved it initially and it was praised by noted
writers and pocts of the Valley, but it dicin't get
poblished in the end,” he said. “Afer that, | decided
not to send any of my work o the academy,”
Howeyer, he continued 1o write and transhaie,
spending his own money to publish.
In 2016, Asad says he was the first Kashmiri writer
fo translate Persian verses of Sufi poet Amir
Khusrow into Kashmin verse. Titled Ghazliyat-i-
Ameer Khusrow, Koshur Tatjame (Kashmin
translation ), the book contains 120 ghazals by Amir
Khusro translated into Kashmini verse. “There was
1o Kashmird translation of his work aed | wanted o
do one,” be said, "I is said Amir Khusrow had
written so mach that it could fill a whole liboary, He
could read and write in 19 languages™
Being secped in the Perssan Bnguage and Hiterature
has made Asad adept in translating Persian poctry
into Kashmini verses. “While translating the verses
into Kashmiri, [ take care that the theme is retained
and the essence, the sweemess and the soul of poctry
is transferred from one language to another,” he
explained
Asad is presemtly trunslating the shrukhs (verses) of
the patron saimt of Kashmiris, Sheikh al-Alam,
which he's been working on for the past two years,
He hopes 1o complete the translation thas year. “IT1
be transiating about 360 rubayuts|quadneplets) into
Persian language. This will be the first time o
Kashmiri writer will be publishing a Persian
transtation of his kalaam."
Asad laments that the book reading culture is on a
decline as people spend more time on smarphones
and social media, “We have less readers for books
now, especially for books written and translated into
Kashmiri language,” he said, adding a note of hope,
“But books are the best sources of knowledge and
no experience is is fulfilling as book reading ™
I asked him bow his poctry books and Kashmiri
trapslations will find more readers beyond his
h n. He recalled a line by the fi s English
writer Jerome K. Jevome: I you don't rise 10 us, we
CANROT SIO0P 10 YOu
Mayjid Maghool is a povrnalist amd editor hased in
Srinagar, Kashmiy,
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Kashmir: Dire need to
improve Educatu)n quahty

Quality education is
considered as a

primary need for every | '

literate society to see W

the fruit growing in =~

every field of the
society.

walty Education s nceded for making
education system free of faults, Quality

education is considered as a primary need for

every literate socicty 10 see the frit growing in

cvery fickd of the socicty, The quality of the

cducation at both country level and the state level is
dssappointing.

Hoth at School level and Higher education

there aro more major challenges with respect 10

Les:

1 1l

To add 1o wacs, (hc very fow quality higher

sh

small citics ofcounxry we are having hundreds of

the

Tarky AMullnl\, a m-ll- koown  modia
strtegist and rescarch scholar in Quality Education
stales - * At school kevel there is dire noed to make
the syllabus more ercative and dynamic so that it
connects with the stedents and make it more
competitive so that our children shine on global
radar. Both at mational level and the state level the

peoviding of quality s nis in
higher education, poor wmln in wvmmtml
chaols , the lopsid Jent ratio, | |

number of universities with buge ber of

I of students in higher od prosents
distressing piuun: as it stands just at 18 peroent
whllc s u % 44 percent globally, Now we arc

scation techmology

aspirants, ousdated syllabus, rote Jearming are some
of the major challenges faced with regard 0
peoviching quality education in the state.
Activists say on the other hand the need 10
implement the historic Right to Education Act
(RTE) is direly felt in Jammu And Kashmir State.
This act envisages the Right of Children 1o
Froe and Compulsory Education and reccived much
prasse due to its mandatory provision to provide
25% reservation for disadvantaged children in

peivate schools,
On the other hand, the Itig,hcrcdncaion s
in great &i 25 guantity is Jomi g quality,

driven initiatives 1o inerease enroll and also

e ing and nursing colleges and private
universities whilo as in the Kashmir valley the
processes have been made much difficult even 1o set
u single mstitute 1o mect students needs . We call
wpon the government o0 provide permission for
setting quality private i and make p
easy for experts having aspication to sot the same.”™

Sanam Ara, a parent states — “Our Schools
both private and government need to make focus on
more the activity based education and the student-
teacher ratio is also quict abnormal especially in
govermmient schools. At same public. schools of
Kash a very few teachess have to csler 1o

focus on quality not just quantity.™

Tarkg Abdullah belicves that kack of focus
on Skill and sechmical education in this day and age
is also preat impedi in our education system.

hundreds of students, While in some parts of the
Kashmir Valley, twenty to twenty five teachers are
rendering cducation to just five 10 ten pupils. At a

iber of places in Kashmir, the education system

He adds - "We can ensure quality education only
when we refocus on providing skill based and
technscal education 10 our students so that the
soaring ployment rases are chocked.”

On the otherband, ed are calling

is literally being conducted undes open air and the
frequent climatic hassles brings to grinding halt the
functioning of such open air sehools. Rote leaming
has been another buming issuc as in most of the

foe setting up of more quality private universitics 10
cope up with needs and prevent brain dram.

Jaffar Allie, an cducationist states - “In

parol memory is focus.”

Expert Pulse is that Quality Education
Picture n the stale needs a big revamp from all
mnwwruK\B)

Where the Dreams ferry us!

By Al-Hussaini

reanys always remain initial sources for our

mints and goals. When our conscience

up, our mind gets surrounded with
unimaginable dreams. As the life g EOSS 0N We prow
up end the P ¥ of f
grows and that tme going through some of our
childish dreams scem fishing in the desert for us. So,
some dreams got faded and some refreshod with
fresh dreams, Ultimately, 2 few of our dreams are
opted to excel in our lives. So, let me divulge bere
anctlser mentionable point bere is that we need to
run after msore then one alm our aim ‘A’ should be
beyars! as compared 1o amm B 1 we get stuck inaim
“A" we can't feel discournged s our aim "B’ is ready
a3 2 backup process (10 tackle our fxilure situation
Let me dssenunate here about D APJ Abdal
Kalam, when he did not get sclocted in plan'A’ that
was 10 be a Pilos in Air force then bis plan *B° was
reaxdy and he was clear that be would be an

Acronautical Engincer instead, Now the notable
point here is that instead of keeping opeed dreams
confined to dreams, they need wings 1o be flown in
the sky,

Readeng great minds and getting inspired by their
marvellous deeds is casy but 10 be a big gun and

also  having their seat 1o be & source of inspirtion for

others is not icing on the cake until and unless we
avail our theories. Flamboyance and confidence
play an august noble and magestic role to kick ofl
for teming owr dreams into reality. we need 1o
glance at final destination and to pay full beed 10
our journey, middle ﬂumblmg blocks vmukl stay ot
anm’s kength th es. Sh g o ¢

of our drcam sometimes we stumble and the same
time devilish perception knocks our mind with the
message that “you can't “.At that time we are
examined of our steadfastoess and adherence. There
our coch stumble should be dubbed by us as a long
sride towards victory.

Most people equate success with wealth, fame and
power, we all want to achieve sooess s0 we could
live high on the hog. we could have financial
freedom, dazzling car and could live in beautiful
bouse. Let me crack here an unamwered question
that, Have we over added a bit 1 the definition of
success that success means to serve aod mend
Sestitute and poor part of mankind?, The poor whose

and besckbats hurled by nwnnmts isasa -.n inthe
wilderness. So, amswering cach bite may Pecoms
the grounds of our breakdown and failure so, bet the
barking dogs bow and let us mind our business,

We can't be hindered from tuming our decams into
reality but for the mast part ‘we oursclves” stay
hinderers of our d As while crossing the rungs

dreams are 10 sce the doy when they are fully

clothed, when their thirst and appetite 1 quenched

Jwhen they get shellered under concrete rool’ and

walls instead of their wmored and pierced ricks and

tents!,

dutlor harly from Bevsns , Khussant Choed Seinsgar and
can he reachod of ravher 24 38w gwatd com
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JRL demanded stern punishment
against culprits of Kathua incident

Senagar, Feb 22: Joint Resist Leadershap

3 o the gurlty and at's the collective

comprising Syed Ali Geelanl, Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and Mohammad Yasin Malik, strongly
condemning the brutal rape and murder of minos
Asifa of Kathua, addressed a press conference al
Abi Guzar Srinagar, the leadership demanded stem
punishment against the culprits involved in the act
and strongly denounced those who aee trying to
shicld the culpeits, The leadership said that nothing

uspunnhalny of all the bumars living in the J&K
sate (o cosure stem punishment 1o the people
involved in the rape and murder of Asifa,

Gocland said that PDP and its ally BIP is trying bard
to trigger n communal flare up in the region and
this is the reason that BIP and s alties like RSS and
Hindu Ekta Manch s glving a communal touch to
mggcr fire in the J&K region which is already

can be more evil and shameless than supporting the
rapists ancl murderers of an 8 year old girl child and
then threatening the community to which the child
belonged with dire consequence, they said that It
reflects the tolal moral bankrupicy of BIP in
supporting Hindu Ekta Manch thot is threatening
the ('mpars in Kathua and mmpkldv exposcs its
| and anti | for

pohm.al dividends. The lculo.rshsp stated thol |Iv:
color given to this gruesame incident by those who
share power with the PDP is 2 blot on the face of
India’s democracy

Addressing the press conference over phone, Syed
Al Geeland said that no religion in the world allows.
the rape of minors and the recent incident of rape
and mwrder of minor Asifa &5 not only bheant
wrenching but also condemnable in all words. He
said that the incident is a blot on the face of entire
humanity amdd the act deserves all forms of
candemnation,

Geelanl demanded that those involved in the
gruesome act of rape of minor Asifa that there is
unanimons demand of people of entire Jammu and
Kashmir that the guilty shoald be brought o book
and hanged in public. He said the people
irrespective of their religion also support the same

w ing worst form of oppression. He strongly
cmdmmcd the ¢fforts of RSS and Hindu Ekta
Manch members to instill fear and harass the poor
members of Gujar community which is not
toberable 10 the people of the Stade.

In his telephonic address, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
said that the rape and marder of elght-ycar-old girl
Asifa deserves highest form of condemnation und
cfforts by the ruling dispensation to shicld and to
give cover to the real culprits is the biggest irony,
He sasd the incident has left the people of all
communitics of J&K in docp shock and grief. He
said what has further hurt the sentiments of people
of JEK is the efforts of cover up by the ruling
regimes partner the BJP, which s trying hard to
protect the men involved in this gr act,
Mirwaiz said that it was ironical that RSS and BJP
backod Hindu Ekta Manch are openly carrying out
protest marches in favour of guilty and threatening
boycotts and hartals which reflects their true colors
anl bias visa-vis Kashmir and Muslims of the
State

Mirwaiz said that it was more painfal that on one
band rape of minor is being committed and on the
other, pro-Hindutva forces are rallying bebind the
culprits to ensure they are protected msd given a

safe passage. He saad that it is highly condemnable
that culpeits and their supporters are  threstening
and waming the poor members of Muslim Gujyar
community. He cautionod that targeting the Gajjar
members will have serlous repercussion’s, which
descrves highest condemnation,
In his speech, Mahammad Yasin Malik said that the
Muslim of entire Jammu region are being subjected
0 worst form of repression resulting in their
insecurity and the incident that has taken place ut
k.uhtn i not gruesome | but has shaken the entire
y. He md and threats isswed 1o
Gujjar y i hlghly deplorable. HE said
the RSS backed Hindu Ekia Mnnch s an the fore
froot of supponting the real culprits is an cye opener
how government is trying 1o shiedd the real culprits.
He sald that once again the vision and peograms of
frscists have come to open forum
He sasd that not oaly m Jammu and Kashmir, bat in
entire India, that Muslisms are feeling insecure
across Indin and this has happened soon afier the
BIP led regime took the reins of power, He said at
some e, Love Jihawd, Beel or sometimes.
Muslims and other minoritics are subjected 10
worst form of repressaon, He said thas the rape and
murder of Asifi has should have shaken all those
who belicve in buman valucs and democracy in
India and their criminal sikence over this grucsome
incident is a big blot on their faces. He said that JRL
and the people of JK are demanding in Unison that
the guilty mvolved in the act be hanged. He said
that Jammu Muslims can’t be keft on the mercy of
communal clements and fanatic chements and that
people of Kashmir will stand shoulder to shoulder
with Muslums of Jammu,

Two days Exhibition on the life sketch of Hazrat Fatima Zehra held
at New Delhi attracted people of different rehgwns and sects.

New DelhizOffice of the Mackaze Figh o Fighat Ayatollah Sheskh Wahid Khorasani for India in
collaboration with  Anjumun-c-Haideria organized an exhibition on the life sketch of loving

daughter of Holy Prophet (PBUH) Hazrat Fatima Zehra (S.A) at New Delhi. Cutting across lines of p22

dod the aw

religions and sects,people warmly

about the greatness of Hozrat Fatima Zehma (S.A). Repi tati
Syed Al Khamanei for Indian Subcontinent, Hu;mul Islam Wil Mudunccn Hazj Aga Mahdi
Mehdavipor \unl the Jorbagh Delhi and termed the event as great siep for promoting Fatmiyah

and paid their visit 10 know

Mok

cof S Leader Ay

culture among Muslims and other

He was acc

led by Praminent Indian Scholar

Mouluna Syed Kalbe Jawad and many other scholars During two days long exhibition . beautiful
messages written on placards and attractive models were displayed 10 express the greatness o
Hazvar Fatima Zehra (S.A) and many historical events of Isham. Hexd of the Office and B
representative of Ayatolish Wahid Kborasani. Hojatul Iskem Moulana Syed Raza Abedi said that our
motto of organizing such exhibitions is to aware people about Islam and role of Hazrat Fatima Zehea

(S.A) for sy and defe Same exhibi

d in the city of Lucknow and

large number of gatbering attended the exhibition and paid rich tributes 1o Hoxrat Fatinea (S.A ).
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