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Imam Khomemi
the Eyes of a Non-Muslim

Robin Woodsworth Carlsen says that
..And yet I must go further; Imam
Khomeini broke into my heart and my
brain with a current of emotion that I
can only describe as extreme positivity,

what I would prefer to call love'.

Ithostgh there has boen talk about seeing the
leader of the Islamic Repablic, the much
hated, much revered Ayatoliah Khomwni, 1
had leamed that it wes better -~ with something a
portentously important as such o visit - to make the
effort und then accept what happened,
b Khomeini was a symbol i the Wesa of the
most obdurio atavistic pride and implacable hatred.
A even same Wesieners with whom | had taiked
wiv had met Kbomeini comsmented om his charisau,
bt in the same breath remarked at the total absence
of humour or warmth in his demconour.
Now 1 had the opportusity o judge myself
.. Now [ was to soe in the flesh the personage whose
will hod dominated lran, whose policies {although
attribeted 10 God) had caused 50 much disruption in
Iran and had drawn so much negativity from the
w ¢ . 1 .
| secured a seat at the fromt of the hall; Khomemi's
chalr, draped with a white sheet, was situated on
stage above us at keast fifteen feet from floor kevel
.. Wo were there for about forty-five minstes before
there were signs that the Tmam was sbout 1o make bis
entranee. The signal wirs clear; several other lurbaned
‘ulama emerged from the door and mdicated to the
mullah who was waiting on stage that the chieftam,
peiest, holy man conmander and Tnsam was on his
wiay. At the appearance of Khomeini in the doorway
everyone jumpad to his foet and began shouting,
"Khomemi!" "Khomeini!™ "Khomeini®™ in the most
vibrant athletic, rejorcimg, mikitant tribute that 1 had
everwitnessed for another lnaman being,

Everyone scemed completely taken over by
the spontancous sunge of fove and adulation, and ye!
there was the procisiming with every ool of their
heart the absolute confidence that what and who they
were honouring was worthy of sach honowr in the
eyesof Allah, Indeed | would say that the explosion
of ccstasy and power that grocted the brsam wos isself
not so mach a simple reflex based upon a fixed idea of
the Imamy; ¥ was mather the natuml and exuberant
hyma of praise, of celebration that was demanded by
B¢ very magesty and overpowering charisma of this
man

For once the door openad for him |
expenienced a burricane of energy surge through the
door, and m his brown robes, his black-turbaned
head, his white beand he stirred every molecude in the
building and rivered the atsention in a way that made
everythmg clse disappear

He was a flowing mass of hight that
pertrated into the consciousness of ¢ach person in
the hall, He destroyed all images that one tried 10 hold
Befoee one in sizing him up. He was s0 dominant in
his presence that | found myself onganized in my
sernations by that which took me far beyond my own

concepts, my own way of processing experience.|
had expected-00 maner what the apparent stature of
the man 1o find mysell scrutimizing s foce,
explonng his motivation, wondening sbout hes real
natare. Khomeini's power, grace, ! absokite
domination destroved all my maodes of evalustion
and 1 was 16l 10 simply experience the coengy snd
foeling that radinted from his peesence on the stage

A humicane he wis, yet immediately one
coudd sec there was a point of absolute stillness mside
that hurricans; while fierce and communding, he was
yet serene and receptive. Something was immovable
waside him, yet that immovability moved the whale
country of Iran. Thas was no ordinary buman being; in
fact even of all the so called saimts | had met-the Dalai
Lo, Buddhist moaks, Hindu sages-none possessed
quite the electrifying peesence of Khomeini

For those who could see (and foel) there
could be no question about his integrity, nor abowt the
claim, however muted by people ke Yazili, by his
people that ke had gone beyomd the normal (or
abnormeal ) seithood of the human being and had taken
reabdence kn something shsoluse,

This absoluteness was declared in the nig, i
was declared in the movement of his body, it was
declared in the motion of his hands, it was doclared in
the fire of his personality, it was doclared in the
stillness of his coasgiousness. There was no mystery
abowt why he was so loved by millions of Iraniaa
and Muslims throughout the world and he
demonsirted, to this observer at keast, the empanical
foundation for the notiom of higher states of
CORSCIORIAONS.

Yeos, the severity, the humourlessness, the
absalutint judgement wis apparent; yet given the
circumstances within which be was placed, there was
the affimaation of approgristeness in his every
gessure oned aspect, This was the most extrsordinary

through

3 -
the fieree intention, the absolute sense of
uncompromising rectitule, there was vet the sense of
something perfectly cffortiess and smooth  that
dictaicd the manttest movements of his hands, the
sosind of his throat clearing, the focus of his attention,
Here hundreds of patriots and Muslims had shoused
his greamess, hid swom their love, theyr absolue
adulation: yer while recciving all this be remained
within himself, be remamed unmoved: ho remamed
in the dignity of some imperturbable inner state that
was devond the bousdaries of a causation that | was
Camiliar with

The reader may wince ot the extravagance
of my description of this man; he must know,
however, that despite everything that 1 had heard,
despite the comtradictory eviderse | had received
before (the seeming viokenee of the rhetaric, the lack
of creative playfulsness and w0 on), the actual and
tmmadiate impeession of what lnssen Khomeini was
had nothimg to do with some sort of idea oc cancept

The expenience was oo overpowering for
that. Imagene for a moement the pushing of the body of
onesell out of oee’s mother's womb, or the moment
when o might awaken 10 the fact that one was being
crcated inside a foctal body, or the moment wisen one
was conscioes of dying, or the moment when one first
discovered the power of egos: these experiences have
# thelr basis 3 primary deserminant ostside of the
frame of reference the mdividual; whist is domanant s
thse imtrinsic nature of the reality which s giving birth
10 the oxperience. Such s what happencd on the
marming of Wednesday, February 9, 1982 in Nosth
Tehran,

The subpectivity of the expetience seemed o
he obgectified by scanething that was at the very basss
of my conscinsness; | transcendded the mode of
experience that pormally determined what
senaations, thoaghes, foclings constellated imo my

person | had seen

Al first he did mot speak; another religious
leader addressed the aadience, Khomeini sithng in o
kind of immaculate silence and perfoct equilibrium
He was motionless: e was detached; he was in an
ocean of peacefulness; and yet something was in pure
wotion. something was  dymamically isvolved:
somethmg was resly o wage constant war, He
dwarfed all those people whom [ hod met in lean; he
dominated the stage even while the other mullah
spoke.

All eyes were on Khomeind, and there was
not the slightest trace of cgotism, of self-
consclomoess, even, if 1 can suy it, of inner dalogue
or rmndom thinking. His whole being focused
relentlessly yet spomtancously on the poine of
concentration that acstisetically and spirually fitsed
im0 the dramatic ¥cene we were witnessing. Despite

swarencss of self. Khomemi was that powerful;
Khonseink was that stroag. Khomeinl was that
egolessand invincible
He was not someone with whom one

could discuss the meaning of isdividual choice, or the
sensuous beawty of balkt, bat be was yet the most
formidable human being on the stage of intermatiosal
politics, and he secmed, at least from my vontage
point, (o be casily a contemporary of Chrest himself;
not that Khomeini would ever compare himse!f with
Christ ~ bue he eadined that same uncompromising
imegnty and one-pointed intesition

And yet | must go forther: Imam
Khomeini broke into my heart and nyy brain with a
current of emotion that | can oaly describe as extreme
positivity, what [ wouald prefer tocall 'love”

By Redie Wondsworsh Carlsew

Froow bls book “The Lo awd Mx Ielomic Revolwsion’
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Imam Khomeini revives
unity, rapprochement

Sunni Cleric of Iran Mamousta Marowfl |
Khaled says that “Imam Khomeini attempt in
boosting solidanty and reviving unity and
rapptochement among Islamic
denominations has never been slid into
oblivion.""The late hmam Khomeini (RA)
revived the unity and rapproachement among
Iskamsc denomanations.

3rd Vear of Publication Srinagar

WILAYAT
“TIMES

Guess who called for the boycott
of Israel in 1967?

epeatedly invited Islamic
v stules towards unity and
bretherhood against instigators
who seek to fuel discord among
Muslims and the Islamic states;
to enslave and humiliate'our

materialistic résources.

spiritual Jeaders 1o influence boycotts agaimt
Israel, starting in 1967, With the victory of the
Islamic Revolution of fran under his leadership in
1979, Iran cut all ties with Isracl
Afler the 6-day war had been launched
betwoen lsracl and Arab counsrics, Imam Khomeini
issued a message wherein be called any relationship
with Ismue! harmm’ o religiously peohibited. This
message was in & way the main initiative that led 1o
pervasive 'Boyoott Israel’ campaigns.
The message was issued on June 07, 1967
and reads as follows;
In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
I have repeatedly invited Islamic states towards

Innm Khomeini (m) was among the workd's top

IF IMAM KHOMEINI
DID NOT EXIST...

dear countries under cdlgnialz"é@g
and exploit their spiritual and

unity and brotherboodd against instigators who seck
to fuel discord among Muslims and the Isfamic
states; to enslave and humiliate our dear countries
under colonialism and exploit their sparitaal and
materialistic resources.

[ have repeatedly wared governments, the
Iramian government in particulur, against Isracl and
its dangerous mercenarncs.

This source of cormuption, which has boen
placed in the beart of Islamic countries with the
support of major powers and its roots of corruption,
threaten the Islamic countries day after day. This
source should be erndscated theough the efforts of
Islamic countries anid the grept Muslim nation,
Israe] has launchad an armed revolt against slamic

SAVE PRECIOUS LIFE

The 12 years old girl namely Syeda Fatima D/0
Syed Hussain R/0 Sumbal Bandipora is suffering
from chronic fiver disease, Considering the stage of
illness liver transplantation & an ideal treatment
for this disease.The gl i presendy admitred at
Apallo Hospieal New Delbi (India). However the
family can't afford the ecxpenditure of the
treatment and cost is nearly s.20 lacs. Kindly help
and pray for her to save the precious life. '
A/C no:0089040100148531

Name: Fatima Syed; Bank Name: J&K
Bank;Branch:Sumbal Bandipora

(ourtesty: Wikeyot Tunes Media Group (Keshmr)

countrcs and it s obligatory for the Islamic states o
climinate is

Helping Isracl by way of sclling weapons
and explosive matenals or selling odl 15 haram; it is
an et of disobeying Islam.

Relations with Isracl and its mercenanies,
whether commercial relations or political oacs, are
haram and an act of disobeying Ishun; Mustims
should avoid using or purchasing Isracli goods

I ask God for the victory of Islam and
Muslims.

“May peace be upon him whae follows guidance.™
Quran [20:47)

Rubullah Mousavi AKhomeini
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