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Fourth unique mass marriage held in
Kashmir,105 couples tied the knot in
Simple function at Srinagar

WILAYAT TIMES DESK

rinagar-One of its unsque and casy 4th biggest
mass marriage evest was  witnessed in
Kashmir when 105 couples from different
parts of valley tied kot at Srinagar’s Amar Singh

Club, The function was organized by Jafri council of

Kashmir and the majority of the deserving couples
beloaged to northern parts of Kashmir's Uri, Pattan,
Baramutla, Sumbal and centrul Kashmis's Srinagar,
and Budgam

Religious scholars of Jammu and Kashemir
threw light on the importance and merits o marriage
in Istam el wrged upon people of state 10 promote

ﬁlarmge in Islam and urged upon peoplc of state to promote this culture in socwty’I'hey
cmxmzed the demand of dowry system and stressed for early marriage of youths in J&K.

this culture in socicty. They oppased the demand of
dowry system and stressed for carly marriage of
youths

“It s being done by the Jaftri Council of
Jamumar ancd Kashmir and this is the to the first such

mass marmage,” Ghulam Rasool Chakan, the
goneral seeretary of the organizativn said. “This,
bowever, is the biggest such exercise understatlod
by the Couneil,”

Chakan said it was for the fiest time in 2015
when the Council undertook marrying 38 couples
from descrving categones of the socicty. “In 2016,
we helped 70 couples marry in a joint function and in
2017, the number rose 10 75, he said. “So far, the
2018 function bs the biggest such exercise™: Wilayat

Times sald ina report

“In this mass marriage, we have couples from Un,
Sumbal, Pattan, Heerwal, Budgam, Khan Sabab,
Baraowlla and even from Srinagar,” Chakan
said. The president of the Council & Haji Manbas
and its office is sitwated im Khomeini Chowk
Bemina of Srianar. “Couples come and register with
ws and foe o proof we seck their details and venfy to
chock if they deserve the belp,” Chakan said. “We
visit theie homes and recheck the details they
submit, " These functions are spomsored by donors
wha prefer 1o remitin anonymous, an office bearer of
the council said. However, he added that they after
performing the mass marriages prepare an
expenditure shoet and submit the same Lo the domors

Saudi preacher along with
three sons arrested after

with Kashmir University

Jammu and Kashmir
Bank strengthens ties

colloctive good.

releasing book blasting Al Saud

Iyadh:Sauds  suthorities
arrested prominent
cacher Safar al-Hawali

on Thursday, just days after be
published o book challenging the
kingdoms forcagn  policy.Tho
book, titied Muslims and
‘esterm Chvilisation, criticised
Sandl Arabia’s mpprochement
with the US, the UAE and
President Abdel Fataly al-Sisi's
Egypt. Three of Hawali's sons
Abdul Rahman, Abdallah and
Ibrahim were also
detained Abdul  Rahman and
Abdullah were mwncdly taken
imto custody while 1 ding 2

Ibrahim, meanwhile, were
detained on Thursday moming:
alaraby says.

Hawali rose 10 prominence in
1990 2 the leader of the Sahwah
movement, a form of Quibism
mmcd after Sayyid Qutb, a
er of the Musl!

the
southwestem  Baha  region on
fednesday. Hawali and his son

family v\cddlnu in 1}

!lmlhuhuod The movement
opposes the presence of US
troogs on Mustim lands, Hawali

was previously detained in the
19905 for distributing tapes
calling on followers 10
overthrow the ruling al-Saud
fimnaly,

UN signed by 2500 Muslim
inteliectuals named Hawali os a
“theologian of temror™ Halawi is
reportedly ill with a blood clot
and broken pelvis, according to
the Prisoners of Conscience

Twitter account that covers |

Saudh Arabes Saudi Arabia has
launched o crackdown on
dissend since the 2001 uprisings
across the Middle Hast. The
kingdom classifies the Mushns
Brotherhood as a “terroewst™
group.

rinaga:Fow days
ago the Jammu und
Kashmir Bank has

taken their relationship
with this prestigious
institution to the next level
by confeming the Most

{ Preferred Clicnt status 1o
An October 2004 petition 1o U |

the University of Kashmir
besides laying the
foundation stone of n
modern  banking center
comprising of a Business
Unit and a Digital Lounge
within the campus

The spokesman said that
with a promising
beginning  like ths, we
will oaly scale vp our
operations here and
expand the ambit of our
relations m all the wreas of
mutual benefit and

JEK Bunk Chairnsan and
CEO Parvez Ahmed]
statedd this today shorly
after the Vice-Chaneellor
Kashnir University (KU)
IMrofessor Khurshid 1gbal
Andrabi in his presence
laid the foundation ssone
for the construction of]
bank's own Business Unit
andd Digatal Lounge within
the campus of Kashmir
University. Those present
on the foundation stone
ceremony included
Registar KU Professor]
Khurshid Almad Bhat,
Dean Academic  Affairs
Professor Musadiq Amin
Subaf, Dean Rescarch
Professor  Zafur Alenad
Reshiad other officials.
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Zaria massacre was orchestrated in
Israel, bankrolled by Saudi, executed by
Nigerian government

By: Syed Zafar Mehdi

Musa is the President of Media Forum off
the Islamic Movement in Nigeria (IMN). The
interview was made by Tehran Times, he talks

about the illegal incarceration of IMN leader Shotkhy
Ibeubeems Zakzaky and brutal clampdown on the
movement by the Mohammad Bubasi govermment,
Q. The trial of Islamic Movement in Nigeria
(IMN) leader Sheikh Ibraheem Zakzaky and
three others by the Kaduna state government has
been widely deseribed as 'mockery of justice’.
What is the present status of the case?
A. The case fiked by the Kaduna stase government is
coming up for hearing again on Wednesday (July 11)
at the Kaduna High Court. In the previous hearing
last month, the case was adjourned because of tho
absence of wrial judge due 1o bad health, So we surcly
don't know whether the coart will really sit and bear
the trumpexd up charges against Sheikh and threo
others on Wed

Q. How is the health condition of Sheikh? Does

anyone of you have access to him?

A. The latest news we received from his Family is

that his bealth has deteriorated further. Sheikh

suffered a mild stroke in Janwary, and he even made
mention of it while talking to some journalists in

Abuga - Nigerian capital. However, afler being

shifted 1o Kaduna from Abeja, his condition has

gone from bad to worse, Now, there is no direct

heale!

d release of our respeued leader and ordered dam

federal government. However, the main obstacle in
our case is the Buhari's administration, which ha

unturned in denying us justice,

e are over 300 members of the Islamic Movement
ind bars, majority of them were arrested during the
down in December 2005, and many were arrested

Belt in the country. It is mow an open sceret that the
script of Zaria massacre was written in lscael,
bankrollod by Saudi Arabia and exccuted by
Buhari's admmistration.
Q. Desplte such o monumental struggle against
powerfal state backed by the US,, Isracl and
Arab monarchics, you took recourse to the legal
route to demand your fundamental rights. Do
you have faith in country’s judiciary?
A: Yes we have complete faith in owr country’s
Judiciary. We won a historic judgment ot a federal
high court in Abuja in 2016, The court ondered
Iease of our d leader and ordered d
from the federal government, However, the mm
obstacle in getting justice in our casc is the Buhan's
administration, which has lefl no stone uaturned in
denying us justice,
Q. So Shelkh hod been declared free after
winning  landmark judgment from the Abuja
High Court, but the federsl government ignored
court orders, Can you tell us more about what
actually happened?
A, The historic judgment was delivered by Justice
Kolawole in our favor. The case 100k over a year o
complete, and we were paticst enough o see it
through, The judge was clear when be said that there
i no law in Nigeria that allows the continued
detention of our leader Sheikh Zokzaky. He cven
sald that since our beader’s home had boen razed
down, a new one should be built for him in any town
of lm ml’cmv:c It is really unfortunase that the

contact between him and his close family bers.
Even the occasional visits by his family members
have boen bansed, We are really concerned about his
health and we don’t know what he s going through
im the illegal desention.
Q. Sheikh's house was torched and razed to
ground on the night of December 12 2015, he was
brutally assaulted and arrested on bogus
churges, which was followed by the deadly Zaria
massacre. Do you believe the seript was written
in Riyadh and exceuted by the Kaduna
government?
A. We have said this many times that the beutal
mmmy crackdown on the Ishamic Moyement was
d and orchestrated ide Nigenia, We felt
vindicated when 1he crown prince of Saudi Arabsa
bragged in an interview with Time magazne that
they have successfully decimated Iran's influence in
Africa by over %0 peroent. It was a clear admissson
of Sawdi Arabin's complicity in the military
crackdown on IMN. Survivors of the attack have
narrated harrowing stories of haw soldiers shoating
at them were rejoicing that there were no more Shias

@ fused b0 obey the courts
orders.
Q. Free Zakzaky movement has gained
momentum acress the world but still the
government in Nigeria remains unfazed. What
are your most important demands from the
Nigerian government?

A. The fact that the federal government has refused to
accode 10 owr demand & 8 poimter to oar cardier
dispasition that the sticept 10 exterminate the
movemment is not the doing of Bulsn®s governmant
alone, They wait for thels paynasters 10 instruct them
om the way 1o p d Owur most i \ d is
the umconditional and immedinte roloase of our
leader, and hundreds of thase who are in o i

they been subjected to custodial torture as
reported?
A. As of now, there are over 300 members of the
Islamic Movement languishing behind  bars,
majority of them were arrested during the military
crackdown in December 2003, and many were
arrested during our pesnceful protests to & § the
release of our leader. Most of them did suffer
gunshot wounds and torture at the hands of security
forees. And typical of most Nigerian detention
centers, no medical oid is made available w them,
The detainces bave suffered torure mostly as the
hands of military and police’s secret agents. The
accoums given by the survivors, reported in the
media, arc absolutely horrifying.
Q. How has been the rele of Nigerian media in
highlighting atrocities unieashed by the Kaduna
government against Shias in gencral and IMN
members o particular?
A. The media in Nigeria has given ample coverage
10 our struggle, and many pubbications have often
writien cdstorials in our favor. The peess is not
expected 1o side with the oppecssor. Though, there
are paid olements thal carry out smear campaign
against s in the modis ot the bebest of the
government,
Q. What are the main charges slapped by the
Kaduna government against Sheikh and his
wife?
A In the cight bogus charges filed at the Kaduna
High Coun, Skeikh and llm others were Alkgcd w
have abetied the of culpable hom
punishable with death by members. of the lsiamic
Movement in December 2015, Other charges were
thase of abetting unlawful bly, wrongful
restraint. and disturbance of public peace,
voluntarily causmg. grlcvous hurt without
and rhances. Further, they
were also accused of promotion of unlawfil
assembly, We bolicyve all these charges were deafled
10 serve as an excuse 10 e continued {llegal
detention of Sheikh.
Q. Do you see any hope of justice being delivered
Inthe near future?
A: The way this casc has been instituted, the way it s

since the Docember 2015 Zaria :$ dly,

bcing p I in the count, we are not very

all the perp of this & fly crime maust be
brought 10 book, and the mass graves dug by the
military in collaboration with the state governnsent be
handed aver 10 us for proper investigation and
passible idestification of the victing,

Q. As you pointed out, since the December 2015
carnage, hundreds of IMN members have been
tanguishing in jails. How is their condition? Have

Also, the case is coming up in Kaduna
slalc whose government is deeply involved in the
Zaria massscre. But, our team of lawyers is doing
everything they can passibly do o get justice,

115 baen 10 meention et due to atforts of Sheikh Brabim Zokiokay
mare than 1.5 crore pesple accepted Islam ond e firet persen s
Nigeriar Hissary whe worked for the welfare of pesple withset cay
caste ond religion Mo prometed Waity ced cpposed the imperialistic
pawers far entorting the cesaveres of Alrica. (Wileyat Fimes)
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Trump, Crashing the Global
Economy by imposing the “biggest
trade war in economic history”

n that extreme event, then the global economy faces a blackout. Skittish oil prices will go

through the roof, and the international economy will take a death-plunge. The US and its

notorious addiction to cheap oil has the most to lose from such a crash.Even in the US,

Trump's hard-balling with China had rapid repercussions. Industries which are associated with

Trump's voter base are reeling over concerns about the impact of Chinese counter-measures.

By Finian Cunningham

S$ President Donald Trump, the 45th
president of USA launched a trade war with
China and. funther, spooked global oll
markets over his  belligesent  showdown  with

Iran Given the dire financial repercussions for e
US and, more generally, the imtermational cconomy
from Trumg's actions one wonders bow he can ever
claam 1o be such 2 business gur,

First on Chana. the Trump adminstration this week
finally implemented its theeats to mise punitive
taxes on $34 billlo-worth of Chincse exports
Trumyp is threatening to ramp up the taniffs on all
Chanese tradled goods 1o the US - some S450 billwon-
worth a year. Beijing condemned the “first shots™ of
the “biggest rade war in economic history™. It
immediately hit back with equivalent reprisal tariffs
on US exports,

Wamings from Beijing that “no-one wins
in a trade wor™ reverberated with panicky losses
across mternational markets, feanng that the
escalating tensions between the world two langest
cconomics will severely inflict collateral damage on
the entire globe

Even in the US, Trump's hard-balling with

China had rapad repercussions. Industries which are
assoctated with Trump's voter base are reching over
concerns about the impact of Chinese counter-
MEAsHIes.

1F the Trump administration gocs the whole
bog in its trade war with China, as it is belligerently
claiming 1o do, them it is highly likely that the
Amenican ecanomy, along with the rest of the world,
will tank into recesston.

The other big wake-up call about Trump's
thinking limitations is his detrimental showdown
with bran. The American president’s bullish demand
that all nations cancel oil exports from fran is
sending market prices upwards.

Higher ol prices will, agam, hamper the
international econamy sad US growth in paricular,

The prospect can only get much worse if
Trump persists in trying 10 isolote [ran - the world's
fourth biggest supplicr of oil

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani suid this
week that his nation s prepared to block off the
Persian Galf chokepoint for global odl tradle if the US
continues its plan 10 embargo all lranian crude
exports.  Rouhani s refermiog 10 the Strait of
Hormuz, the narvow stretch of water which links the
Peesinn Galf to the Gulf of Oman arsl thence the ress
of the world,

Some one-thirsd of all globally shipped oil

US administration, the
War-mongering
international outlaw

Number Of Iragis Slaughtered In
US War And Occupation Of Irag
*1,455,590"

Number of U.S. Military Personnel
Sacrificed (Officially
acknowledged) In U.S. War And
Occupation Of Iraq 4,801
Number Of International
Occupation Force Troops
Sloughtered In Afghanistan : 3,487
Total Cost of Wars Since 2001 for
USA
$4,568,639,812,264

passes through the Hormuz every day, Millions of
barrels of crude from Saudi Ambia, Kuwait, Irag
United Arab Emirates rely an the passage of giant
tankers through the 20-mido strip at its narrowest. In
a cleor warning regarding US plans $o cut lran's vital
exparts, Roubani sasd the Hormwuz was for the transit
of “all ofl or none™, Meaning [ran ks not going 1o sit
afly by and watch Trump reduce its oil exposts to
o,

In that extreme event, then the global
ceonomy faces a blackout. Skittish oil prices will go
through the roof, and the imernational cconomy will
ke 0 death-plunge. The US and its. notorious
addsction 1o cheap oil has the most to lose from such
acrash,

Finian Cunningham has written
vely on i 1 affairs, with artiches
published in scveral longuages. He is o Master's
graduste in Agriculturl Chemistry and worked as o
scientific editor for the Royal Society of Chemistry,
Cambridge, England, before pursuing a carcer in
newspaper journalism, e is also o musician and
songwriter. For nearly 20 years, be worked as an
editor and writer in major news media organisations,
including The Mirror, Irish Times and Isdependent
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Women have major
responsibilities in
forming the society

Sabahat Mir

The requirements of our age
make it necessary 1o examme
and weigh once more many
masters about which it is no
loager enough to accept the
old assessments. The equal
status of women in the society
s otw of these matters.

In this age, it has been
commonly supposed that the
basic questions in this arca are
the "liberation of women™ and
the "equality of their rights
with men®, All other problems
are offshoots of these two
matiers.

The development of
mechanization and the ever-
increasing growth in
production al a rate greales
than the level of the actual
noeds of people, the necessity
of persuading consumers
through thousands of
deceptions and  frauds, the
urgency with which all
amditory, visual,
psychological, sensory,
aesthotie, atistic and  venal
means 10 iransform man into
an involuntary agent of
consumption, further required
that the capitalist should take
advantage of woman's
exusience; ot of woman's
physscal sarength or her work
power s a simple worker

sharing with mun in
production, but rather of her
power and magic 10 atiract
with her beauty and e¢legance,
by trading in ber hoaour and
respect, through ber power o
entice, to captivate minds and
wills and w0 transform them,
10 MIPose  COMUMPLIon  on
consumers.lt is clear that all
this has been done in the mame
of her ‘liberty' and ber
becoming ‘equal” with man
Politics also dud ot lag
behind in making use of this
factor;one can read the
circumstances of this
regularly in newspapers and
magazines,In all these things,
the existence of woman is
explosted and sho s used as &
means for accomplishing the
aims of man; and all this is
done under the cover of
"hiberty’ amd "equalsty’,
Clearty, the young man of this
cemtury did mot fail so avail
himsellf of this precious
opportunity. He stopped
taking to the traditional
responsibilities with regard 10
woenen, and made the secking
of a partner something cheap
and gratuitous, sctzing her in
his talons, These people then
shed more crocedile tears
than before over the
unfortunate condition of
women and the unjust
discrimimation against them
There is no doubt that owr

century has removed »
whole series of misforunes
from wansen, but the paintis
whether it has not actually
brought another series of
misfortunes as a gift. What
i the reason Sor thas s
woman condemned 10 ong
of these two calamities, and
forced o choose one of
them, or s there notling to
hinder her from banishing
ber old misfortuncs, as well
irs the mew mesfortuncs?

The fact is that there is no
compulsion or incvitability
The misfortunes of the olden
days were maostly caused
owing to the fact that a
‘womsan s n human being'
was forgotten, and her
modern  misfortunes are
because, intentionally or
otberwise, the womanlingss
of a woman, her mbom
wendencies and nature, ber
mission, the axis around
which she turns, her
instinctual necds und  her
special capabilitics are
completely ignored. Women
nseed care, compassion,
encouragement and
appreciation. Women have
great convincing  power.
They can transform the
minds of many if they arc
themselves empowered and
extricated from the
stercotypes ankl  stigmas.
(KNB)
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