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24 reasons ISIS are wrong

Who gave you authonity over the ummah (Muslim people) Muslim scholars blast Islamic State

Open Letter to Al-Baghdadi by Muslim Scholars

A large group of Islamic iheologians
sdiressed the hesd of the Iskamie State in an
apen  letter, amiculately accusing the
msnwemend of practices that have mothing (o do
wilh [sdam, evien repecting the cxtrenmsts’ mghi
tocall themselves jihadists,

Owver a handeed  Muslim scholars amd
clergymen from all owver the world have
released an address 1o [Blamsc Sate (15,
tormerly 505 leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdada,
sccusing the self-proclaimed caliph asd his
ammy of heinous war crimes and violation of
fundamental principles of Islam, illncrale use
of Islamic seripure wom froms the contex) amd
perversion of the neles of morality and Sharia
lnw,

“Who gave you aulborty over the

ummah [Mushim people]?” the letier
quesiions. “Was i your group? [ ihis is the
case, ihen o group of ne more than several
ibsnusand has appointed itself the mler of over
a ballion-and-a-half Muslims. Thiz athiude =
based wpon a cormupl carculas lopgic tha says:
Oy we ane Muslims, and we decide who the
caliph is, we have chosen one and =0 whoever
does mit acoept cur caliph is not a Muslim.™
e document saml.
The letier has been published im 1wo
languages, Arahic and English, on o specially-
oreafed websile. Though the document goes
e in-depth analyses ol the nuances amd
exegesis of slambe vexis, the general message
is combined on the very first pape of the
address, owilined in 24 essentinls
downtrodden by the militants of the 1slamic
Saate - according vo the aulsors of the lewer.

Thee absolute nsxjory of the essentials
detiled m the letier - 2ibowt of 24 - have io do
with acls forbedden in modem [zlam. They
deal wath many aspects of noble buman ife:
prohibiting such acts as killing of the
inmocent, prisoners and cmissarics
{jourmnalists included), denying women amd
children 1heir mghts, the ne-mntrductson of
sbavery, Wwture, disligunmg (he dead amd
destroving  graves, haming of mistreating
helievers of other religions of the Scrpture,
starting armed insurrection, declaring
caliphate™withoutl consensus Trom all
Muslims,” as well as issuing fawas (legal
rulings. imerpretsiions of the lslamic low)
withoul proper religious education, masicry of

the Arabic lampeage, “oversimplifyfing)
Sharia matters” and even “ignonng the reality
of conbempamry limes,”
Asthie nuthors of the ketter observe, 2ll of those
imlerdscivons have been nathlessly violated by
ihe leadership and members of the lslamic
Sinbe

In paricalar, the document stresses
e umprecedented rumber of people executed
b the Dslanuice Sese muliants lor thar belsels.
“You have killed many innogems who were
neither combatants nor armed, just because
ey disagree with your opinion,”™ the letier
sand, demyimg the 1slamie State the mght o call
i faithiial 1o jiked. “Thene is no such thing as
affensive, aggressive jihnd just hecnwse
people have different religions oropinions.™

It is not permissible to
guote a verse, or part of a
verse, without tharoughly

considering amnd
comprehending everything
that the [Koran] and Hadith
relate about that peint, "the
letter notes.

=lihad is & nobde concept in lslam,” told VICE
Mews the national disector of the Council on
Amencan-lslamc Relations, Mihad Awad. ~I1
is the right w0 defend osesell’ and one's
couniry. Bui people cannoi take it into iheir
own hands, As an oct of aggression, it is n
viglation,” he sand.

“Theey <laurm by be ihaiziz, but thay are not. |
urge everyone nol o refer g dhem s
jehadists,” Awnid sdded,

The leiter specifically focused atiendion on
POWs beang exccuted by the Islamic 3iae m
ther thomusardds i Drag amd Sy

“You have killed many prisomers,” the
document siates, addressing Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi and his men, “including the 1,704
caplives a1 Camg Spacher i Taket in June,
201 4; the 200 capaives at the Sha'er gas field in
July, 2004; the T captives of the Sha'ets
iInbe n [kear el-Zor (6} of whom were

umarmed civileansl: the 230 caplives at the
Tabgah air base in Al-Raggah in Auguss,
2004; Kurdish nmd Lebanese soldiers, amsd
many untold others whom God knows, These
are hemous war crimes,” the adkdress gales.
The children whe died in IS antacks o were
used in combat were added 1o the list of
shameful 15 deeds,

“In your schoals some children are
tomuned and cogreed imlo domg your bulding
and ethers are being executed,” the letter says,
“These are crimes against muocents who are
so young they are nol even morally
accounlable.”

The betier also calls anemtion 1o fivolous
handling of ihe holy texis and intentionally-
sebective citalion of certain passages i onder
1o legitimiane atrociles porpelratbed by the 135
=1 is ot pernassible 1o quote a verse,
ar part of o wverse, without thoroughly
considering nnd comprehending everyihing
1t the [Eoran] and Hadith relate ahoual that
parind, " the leteer noies.
The beheaded American journalisis lamees
Faoley and Steven Soiloff, and then Brvtish nid
worker David Flames, were also remenvbered.
=11 1% keovam that all religions forbad the kalling
of epnissagies.” the letter said, “Foemalises
ifthey are hones and of course nid spies — are
cmissarics of tmath, because heir job s o
o v e trudth o peeople 1 gemeral.”

The slavery thal relumed 1w the

Widdle East wiih tbe rise of the Islamic Staie
wns not ignored im the documenit
cither.Despate 1slam's consensus  laking
decimnan 1o absalish slavery over s century ago,
“|slamic Seatc malsiams have capaured women
from minority commumnities and forced them
1o marry fightersor sold them mto slavery.”
The mosl ellective ideodgical cntics of the 15
should come from within ibe  Muslim
commumity, shared Mikad Awsd, who believes
a1 the open leiter & “intended for a
conservalive audience™ and 15 “very
OHVIRCIE.
“Peaple should keow ihat what [515 is doing
is not Islam,” Muzammil Siddigs, the
chaimman of the Figh Council of Morth
Amenea, whach Bahiaved publcation of the
letter, vold VICE Mews, “Ii's imporiam that a
large mumbser of scholars are speaking ap amd
saying this ks wrong.”
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Caprice covrupond mat iy fathers” beain

What Mecslin Sclolins Sags Aliou SIS
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