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The Supreme leader of Islamic Revolution and
Iran, Ayatollah Sayed Ali Khamenei, who is the
highest ranked political and religious head in
Islamic Republic of Iran, on 26 June, on the
occasion of EID-UL-FITR and after some days in
amecting with Head of Justice of Iran publically
urged the Muslim World to openly support the
people of Bahrain, Palestine, Yemen, Myanmar,
Kashmir, etc. and to repudiate oppressors and
tyrants who attacked the people during Ramadan.
This is not the first time that he has raised the
Kashmir issue. In 2010, on the occasion of EID-
UL-ZUHA, he had put it in the same line as Gaza
and Afghanistan. Iran once went on to declare
Kashmir a Nation and India a Zionist Regime,
even though India is being friendly to Iran and
abstained from voting against the later in the
United Nations Security Council Resolution on
Human Rights.

Iran plays a strategically significant role for the
approximately 13 percent Shias in Kashmir. Shia
community show their allegiance to Iran's
clerical setup known as Islamic Jurisprudence
(Willayat-e-Faqih). Ayatollah Khamenei of Iran
and Ayatollah Sistani In Iraq arc being
acknowledged by majority of the Shia
community as their jurisprudent. India is
neglecting the importance of Ayatollah
Khamenei and in 1980 when the leader paid his
visit to Kashmir, he joined Sunni Friday prayers
and prayed while standing before Mirwaiz
Maulvi Farooq and delivered a 15-minnute
speech in Historical Jamia Masjid. It
accomplished the brotherhood and subsequent
mutual understanding.

It's true that the Kashmiri Shias do not want
“Kashmir Banega Pakistan™ because of fear of
persecution of Shias in Pakistan, but it would be
wrong to say that they do not want 'Azadi'. There
are three self-determinant groups in Kashmir-
one, “Kashmir Bancga Pakistan™; two,
“Independent Kashmir™: and three stay with the
“Existing nation™. Indced, Shias want
“Independent Kashmir™ where "Kashmiriyat"
will evolve, Kashmiri Shias have been passive in
the movement and therefore, preferred to be with

India. But [ran's will and intervention have
changed the people's mindset that now, like their
other Muslim brothers tend to be the equal parts
of the resistance Movement. As Iran observes, the
restrictions are never-ending in Kashmir, For
example, The Grand Ashura Procession in
Kashmir has been banned by the state
government since a long time by imposing
illogical restrictions over it. It has provoked a
particular community which finds no way but to
participate in the freedom movement. For
example, Budgam, a Shia Majority district has
become active this year like never before. Also,
Youm-¢-Quds, celebrated in the last week of
Ramadan was designed by Imam Rohullah
Khomeini of Iran in the favor of Palestine and
other oppressed nations. But gradually, Kashmir
is also being raised with enthusiasm. Shias have
also got representation in Hurriyat. Moreover,
there is Imam Khomeini Memorial Trust (IKMT)
at Kargil in Jammu and Kashmir which was
inspired by the Iranian Revolution and is run by
the young clerics trained in Iran.

Iran-india relationship

In history first Indian Prime Minister's recent
visit to Israel ( to Iran, the creation of Isracl as a
Zionist state is the worst event of the 20th
century) has de-hyphenated Palestinian ties with
Isracl unlike previous Indian visits. By doing this,
India has compromised on its unique history,
which it has been proud of. New Delhi's
dependence on the west may create more rivalry
against its neighbors. It has been noticed that the
adjoining boundaries of India remain vulnerable
and can undoubtedly cause threat to its National
Security as well as integrity.  We should
remember that the faster India hankers after the
America, the more foes we make. The irony is
these futuristic “foes™ are our immediate
neighbors. The most important thing is that the
US is being ignored and isolated by the world as it
quits The Paris Climate Change- G20 meeting
held in Hamburg on 8th July. Resultantly, China
gotopportunity to establish its supremacy.

This is not once but twice within a week that he
rakes up Kashmir's concern, which gradually gets
a way in Iran's Foreign Policy. It is certainly not
good for New-Delhi. Indeed, it affects Iran-India
Relationship, which has been seen as productive
throughout history. Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi paid high profile visit to Tehran last year,
where India agreed to invest $500 million. It
resulted in the establishment of Chabbhar Port
which is the most important step to sideline the
Pakistan and also for the development of regional

HOW SUPREME LEADER PLAYS AN
IMPORTANT ROLE IN KASHMIR

While India has lost an ally, Pakistan gains another strong voice
in the favor of Kashmir plebiscite:By Mohammad Igbal Mir

road and rail connectivity with Afghanistan and
Central Asia from where India imports Oil etc.
Anadditional S16 billion free trade zone was also
signed. The bilateral trade is around 14 billion
USD in which India imports around $12 billion
worth of oil from Iran.

Iran-Pakistan Cooperation;
Pakistan's relationship with Iran have been
strained at times due to sectarian tensions, as
Pakistani Shias claimed that they were being
discriminated under the Pakistani government's
Islamisation programme. But Iran always makes
effort to cooperate with Pakistan. At present, both
countries are cooperating and forming alliances
on several of areas of mutual interest such as
fighting the drug trade and combating the
Balochistan insurgency along their border. Iran
has expressed an interest in joining the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor. Saudi Arabian Use
of Wahhabism, the policy of Intoleration and
most importantly, the dependence of Pakistan
and anti-Iran hatred are the causes of downs in
relationship with Iran, but Pakistan becomes
strategically neutral to both the Middle East
regional emerging powers.

Iran has continuously spoken for Kashmir and
this has shook the entire India by storm, after
Modi's visit to Donald Trump. Iran has taken a
firm stand against Indian Oppression in Kashmir,
Iran has historically been a supporter in this
matter but Indian diplomacy has silenced the pro-
Kashmir voice in past 7 years. The recent Iranian
move suggests that Iran has realized that Indian
game in the region is to weaken Pakistan at every
cost.. Iran has historically fought alongside
Pakistan during 1965 and1971 wars. While India
has lost an ally, Pakistan gains another strong
voice in the favor of Kashmir referendum. If
Pakistan, China and Iran and now Russia make a
formidable regional Alliance while both India
and United States lose their influence in South
Asia. The people of Kashmir and Pakistan are
rejoicing over the Iranian statement. They expect
that Iran plays a diplomatically strong role for
Kashmir's freedom. It has become advantageous
for the resistance camp. This is the crucial time
for New Delhi to bounce back and revive the
survivable conditions in the valley. Ignoring Iran
is not a solution. New Delhi must focus on
bilateral relationship with Tehran. New Delhi
should take Kashmir as a part of negotiation to
resolve the Kashmir dispute politically through
peaceful means.

Author hails from Budgam Kashmir and Pursuing
Masters in Sociology at Jamia Milli Istamia Delhi and
can be reached at mirighalmir 7@ gmail.com
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Kashmiris are the Masters of their Destiny

Enough is enough said; Dr Mohammad Shafi,a 95 year old Kashmiri. Dr. Shafi—doctor by

profession,

gold medallist of his times- discusses the current round of troubles in

Kashmir. He talks about the need for an 'Azadi narrative' in Kashmir. He explains why
stone pelting has become a routine feature of street protest. Dr. Shafi was pessimistic
about any possibility of a sustained process of peace in Kashmir. However, he strongly
advocated Plebiscite is where the solution to the Kashmir issue is reposed.

Interviewed for Wilayat Times by
Syed Mujtaba Hussain (Renowned
Human Rights Activist from Kashmir) and
Jitamanyu Sahoo (Human Rights
Defender Odisha, both have been studying
and researching the Changing Dynamics
of Democracy in Kashmir.

How do you view the present situation in
Kashmir?

It's a people’s revolution, | am an eye witness o
people’s glances, shrugs and chance remarks.
Kashmiris are the master of their destiny and are final
arbitrators of their fate. The sentiment is alive and
kicking. The youth who were born amidst the noise
of the guns constituted the frontline in the recent
uprising in the valley. Years of angst that have been
burdened is now being witnessed of being
transmitted from one generation to the other. The
sentiment of expectation and expectancy is alive for
tomorrow also. Kashmiris have to strike a balance
between adjustability and adaptability where he can
fightand hive together.

Before the birth of Pakistan and Freedom of India in
1947, Jammu and Kashmir was an independent and
sovereign country.

Separatists frequently call for strikes which affect
common masses?

The separatists had given a call for the strike and
peaceful protests over some time. | can understand
that people have suffered, students have suffered.
Students are our future of Kashmir. However, in this
situation leadership needs to formulate a strategy
where people have to bear minimum problems.
What forced the Kashmiri to take arms in late
80's?

From 1931 10 1947 and 1953 to 1988, Kashmiri used
all means of nonviolence to achicve their but rights
but it was unfortunate that the State of India did not
provide space for our nonviolent movement. In 1986
Muslim United Front(MUF) came into existence and
decided to participate in the elections. MUF also
decided if voted to power it would bring a revolution
in the assembly for right to self-determination for the
people Jammu and Kashmir. In assembly election
held in 1987, March, MUF could win only four scats
out of 87 as the elections were rigged and
immediately after the announcement of results
hundreds of MUF activists were arrested and were

booked under Public Safety Act. And by this way the
gun came in ourmovement.

Do you accept the gun played a role in
highlighting Kashmirissue?

The ground reality of Kashmir is changing slowly
and steadily but it can clearly be gauged from history
of guns in Kashmir. | believe the gun played a
significant role in giving impetus to the Kashmir
issue. Gun created a roar and it was heard all over for
world. For any movement to thrive you need various
components, So gun in our movement was
significant for our cause. There are people who have
their own beliefs and ideology for struggle. I am
committed with one belief and my other friends may
have other beliefs.

What role should the main stream political
parties play in the resolution of Kashmirissue?
The India political parties have collectively accepted
the political nature of the Kashmir problem.
However, the political space through which the
resolution of the Kashmir issue can be addressed is
shrinking. A political package that addresses the
Kashmir problem within a proper time frame is what
the main stream political parties need's to address
immediately. Morcover every Kashmiri citizen has a
role to play but it has to be played honestly and
everybody has to play a sincere role. Miracles do not
happen over night. Let it be everyone's voice that
must matter.

Why is the Azadi narrative so important for the
Kashmirissue?

The Azadi narrative dates back to the years when it
was declared by the United Nations that Kashmiris

have a right to self-determination. Azadi means
‘Azad Kashmir' 'Azad from India' ‘Azad from
Pakistan' were the people are free to determine their
own political status and are free to pursue their own
cultural, economic and social development.
Kashmiris should have the absolute right to claim
Self-Determination,

Is Kashmir turning into a police state?

Kashmir has already become a police state. The
paramilitaries and police have tried everything to
suppress this new wave of dissent that has risen in the
valley. Last year bloody summer in Kashmir have
not only witnessed deaths of innocent civilians but
also introduction of draconian measures to suppress
the voice of the Kashmiris by the State forces.

How do you see the recently concluded bye-
elections in Srinagar where the voter turn-out
was extremely poor?

I think first we have to draw a line between an
election and a plebiscite. Election is a democratic
process as far as government formation is concemned,
and plebiscite is democratic exercise as far as future
dispensation of Kashmir is concerned. Election for
us is @ non-issue, We seck a settlement of the
Kashmir dispute. Plebiscite is right that was
guaranteed to the Kashmiris.

What is the most important thing the Indian
Government should do?

The Indian Government must understand the
Kashmir issue in the right perspectives. India’s own
interest is attached to the land of the Kashmir and not
with the Kashmiri people. Moreover Pakistan wants
Kashmir to be part of Pakistan. But we want Right of
Self determination where the Kashmiris can decide
theirown future.

So whatis the solution?

There are two ways out of the current Kashmir
turbulence. One is through the proper and effective
implementation of the Plebiscite which India
promised in 1949 at the United Nations. The other is
'Azad Kashmir'

What's your message for the youth of Kashmir?

I believe if youth gets proper guidance, they can
change the fortune of the nation. Kashmiri youth has
1o play an important role in nation building. Present
generation youth is better educated and equipped
than the generations before. Kashmiri youths are
courageous and are willing to work for the
development of Kashmir. My sole message to the
youth is to be vigilant and nonviolent as possible.
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Nobody will hoist the Tricolour
if Article 35A is scrapped:Mehbooba Mufti

Srinagar:Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Mchbooba Mufti has
expressed her strong reservation to
the Centre over any possible
tinkering with Article 35(A) of the
Constitution, warning that the
development may lead to a situation
where nobody in the Kashmir valley
will hold the Tricolour. The J&K CM
also told the Centre that the recent
crackdown on separatists in Kashmir
for their alleged hawala links has

compounded the resentment and
protests on the ground.

Article 35(A) empowers the state's
legislature to define who is a
permanent resident of J&K, and give
them privileges.

She reminded the Centre that it has
taken sacrifices on part of the workers
of mainstream political parties such
as her People's Democratic Party and
Omar Abdullah led National
Conference “to keep the Indian flag
afloatin the state”.

CM Mehbooba was quoted by many
news agencies as saying, “1 won't
hesitate to make it clear that nobody
will even cover a corpse with
National Flag in Kashmir if Article
35(A) is scrapped”. It is in place to
mention that Article 35(A) is being
challenged in the Supreme Court by
an NGO, We the Citizens, who have
pleaded before the SC that this Article

was never presented before
Parliament and had been executed on
the orders of the President of India.
Commenting on NIA crackdown on
the separatists, she said that the
Centre will have to talk to all
stakeholders including the separatists
and Pakistan for a meaningful
dialogue aimed at rescuing the state
from its current unrest. CM
Mehbooba said that in the past also
the Central agencies levelled many
allegations against Hurriyat leaders,
but that had not taken Kashmir on the
path of reconciliation.Recently, the
NIA slapped a notice on the elder son
of Geelani, Dr Nayeem Geelani, for
questioning. CM Mchbooba said that
the unrest in Kashmir has its roots in
the unresolved political issues. She
had recently said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has the mandate and
the will to resolve the Kashmir issue.

Book “Shias of Kashmir”

released at Srinagar

Srinagar:An impressive function to
release book “The Shia's of Jammu &
Kashmir' by Justice (Rtd) Hakim
Imtiyaz Hussain held on Saturday
22nd July at Auditorium hall of
Information Department Srinagar by
renowned dignitaries.A well-known
journalist Saced Naqvi, who was chief
guest on the occasion, emphasized on
recording the significant events of
past which have shaped our present.
Hojatul Islam  Syed Taqi Naqvi,
emissary of Ayatollah Mchdi
Mahdavipur, Representative of
spiritual leader Ayatollah Sayed Ali
Khamenei for India read out his
message which conveyed deep
affection of Iranian nation towards
Kashmiri people and appreciation for
its history. He offered his gratitude to
author for this contribution.Prof Shafi
Shauq presented a review of the book
which comprises two volumes, is an
analytical study of the Shia
community in J&K from 1324 to 1947
A.D. It gives a vivid account of the
origin and spread of Shiism & their
political role inthe region.

JK Bank terminates

20 arrested in Ayub Pandith lynching case:IG Kashmir

"Unlike other cases, there

accused peon

SRINAGAR: For prima facie involvement
in the alleged harassment and subsequent
death of a local girl in Pulwama yesterday,
J&K Bank today terminated Banking
Attendant Aijaz Ahmad from the service. He
was posted at business unit Ratnipora in
Pulwama."Sounding a stern warning to its
operational hierarchy for any kind of
misdemeanour, the bank took extreme
measure because human dignity and life was
involved in the issue. Customer relationship
remains the topmost priority of the bank
management and there will be no
compromise on dignity of our valuable
customers”, said J&K Bank Chairman &
CEO Parvez Ahmed."Our organisation is our
pride. It takes years to build reputation and a
moment to tarnish it. The incident has shaken
our collective conscience as our employees
in general and our organisation in particular
is epitome of faith and trust”, the chairman
said while expressing grief and sorrow on
this unfortunate incident.

Srinagar:The Jammu and Kashmir
Police has arrested 20 persons in
connection with the mob lynching of
DSP Mohd Ayub Pandith here last
month, Inspector General of Police
(IGP), Kashmir, Munir Khan said
here today.A militant involved in the
killing of the police officer was shot
dead in an encounter with security
forces on July 12, the IGP said
addressing a press conference on the
status of the investigations in the
case.

Pandith was lynched outside Jamia
Masjid in Nowhatta area of the city
onJune 22,

The IGP said the
investigation in the case is still on
and more arrests are likely to take
place."So far 20 accused have been
arrested and one more, a militant
identified as Sajad Ahmad Gilkar,
was killed in an encounter with the
security forces in Redbugh area of

Budgam on July 12, Khan said."The
investigation of the case is going on
at a fast pace and some more arrests
are expected which will lead to the
completion of the investigation and
the case will be submitted for judicial
determination, he said.
Khan said the police is making
vigorous cfforts to identify the
remaining assailants involved in the
crime, while recovery of other
evidences related to the commission
of the crime is underway.
"The important pieces of evidence
including an iron rod, by which the
officer was hit, his identity card,
service pistol (in a damaged
condition) and his cell phone have
been recovered, he said. The IGP said
it was encouraging to note that
people came forward to provide
valuable information which led to a
substantial headway in the
investigations.

was widespread condemnation by
cross-section of the society.General
public and eyewitnesses voluntarily
came forward to render assistance in
the investigation and provide
valuable information.This led us to
the right conclusion and the right line
of investigation, he said.
Khan said in the initial phase, three
persons were arrested and questioned
which led to subsequent arrests and
recovery of the evidence.

Stitching together the
sequence of events which led to the
lynching of the officer, the IGP said
during investigations it surfaced that
a group of hooligans came out of the
mosque raising slogans in favour of’
militant commander Zakir Musa and
"supposedly to welcome" chairman
of moderate Hurriyat Conference
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

CM




